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RE ASONABLENESS 
OF 
| Perſonal Reformation , |} *? 
And the —4 
NECHSSTITY | 


OF 
CONVERSION:; 


The true Methods of making all 


|] Men happy in this World, and 1n 
the World to come. Seaforalily dif- 
courſed, and earneſily preſſed upon thits | 
Licentious Age. 


By 7- F. A ſincere lover of his Native 
Countrey, and the Souls of Men. 
Levit, 26+ 23, 24, 25. And if ye will not hi refor- 
med by theſe things, but will walk contrary unto 
me : then will I alſo walk contrary unto you, ana 
will puniſh you yet ſeven times for your ſims. And| | 
1 will bring a ſword upon you, that ſhall avenge | © 
the quarrel of my Covenant. il 
Ia. 48. 18. Oh that thou hadſt hearkened to my Com- 
 mandments | then had thy peace been as a River, 
'} and thy righteouſneſs as the waves of t the Seas. . 
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| To all ſuch as are moſt Fa. 
ately and particularly«concerned 
| in the following Treatiſe, of 
| what Rank or Qual ſoever 
they be, 


Gentlemen, 


| WO of the greateſt, faithful- 
| leſt, and moſt intimate Friends 
in the World, Reaſon and Conſcience, 
command me here in their N anes, 
;courteouſly to ſalute and invite 
[ny MW -c 
They earneſtly deſire three ,or 
four Hours ſerious and private con- 
ference with you about ſome very 
important Perſonal Concerns of 
yours,: -which cannot admit of deni- 
al, or long delay. And it you 
make any trifling excuſes, ' they have 
commanded and inſtructed me here 
to anſwer them. FY 
2 


'In 


The Epiſtle 
In cafe of abſolute and obſtinate | ,. 
refuſal to hear them, they order me | ,, 
to telt you, If you will not talk | ye 
with them now,they ll talk with you | ©q 
ſhortly whether you will or no. If | 


you ſay, you are not now at leiſure, | ,. 
having other buſineſs to do ; they | r 
both defire you to confider, Firſt, | jj 
You can have no Buſineſs in the, 4 
World of equal importance with | ,,, 
theirs. Secondly, That whatever 0- 
ther lawful Afﬀaics you are purſuing, _ 
their Buſineſs with you will no way | 7, 
obſtru&., but greatly promote it. | y, 
And Laftly, That a greater Perſon | 1, 
than any of you loſt his Life by yo1 
pres up a Letter at Night, | {þ.. 
laying, 1s 


morrow i 4 new Day; and\ thi, 
it proved to him. indeed D#zs powiſfi- 


mma, his laſt Day, he loſing by that Rin 


Neglett the only Opportunity of li- qyj, 
ving longer. | mai 

It you demand how your Reaſon x, « 
came "to be bound up in this little] ca 


Book,and ſay, That which is Reaſon 


to 
| 


—OA_—_ 


 Jars-and D1 


Dedicatory. 
to this Author, may be folly and 
non-ſenſe to you';. I am bid to tell 
you, you are obliged firſt to read and 


| compare, elſe your own Reaſon will 
| preſently call it your own folly and 
> | non-ſenſe ſo to pronounce. Sound 
Y | Reaſon is uniform, and-like it felf 


all the World over. :Its'true Laws 


| and DiQtates equally oblige one, as a- 


nother, in like caſes and circumſtan- 
CEsS- | 
If you ay there have been ſome 


' and they have fallen out ſo oft, that 


| you have nogreat fancy tocome near. 
| them in private, for you expeCt no- - *7 
' thing but harſh and chideing Lan= 


guage from them, and therefore are 


 fain by continual Diverſions and 


quick Succeſſions of Buſineſs, to 
maintain your Peace, by keeping at 
as great adiſtance from. them as you 


| Can. 


A 3 "Tis 


guſts betwixt you, and ,-; 
* | yourReaſons and Cohſciences ; you 
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The Epiſtle 


. ?Tis their. deſire you ſhould here | 


know , Firſt, That their debates | gle 
with you will;/be as calm and friend- | wi 


ly, as they are ſeaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary. Secondly, That they both 
profeſs (and you may believe them) 


they neither do, nor can deſign any | 
' the 


thing but yqur good. Thirdly, That 


that Perſon is certainly in a very ' 


bad Caſe, that cannot endure to 


converſe with himſelf. PFourthly, 


That you herein deny a Civility to 
your own Reaſons and Conſcien- 


| ces, which you daily pay to Stran- | 
gers and Inferiors. And in a 


Word, that they deſire a recon- 


Cciliation with you, upon as fair 


and honourable terms, as can well | 


be deſired. And that this being 
done , they will both ſtick faith- 


| Fully by you in all the troubles 


and . dangers of your Lives, and 


follow you as your inſeparable 
Friends, into any thing but Sin. 
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Dedicatory. 

If you ſay, This is but a Whee-- 
dle to draw you into a Book, that 
will make you melancholy, and 
perhaps mad. 

*Tis their Senſe and Judgment, 
that of all men living, you have. 
leaſt reaſon to pretend the one or- 
the other in this Caſe.. For they 


' are very confident you are now 1n 
| the moſt Melancholy circumſtan- 
' ces men can ordinarily be in on 


this fide Hell. And for Madneſs, 
they deſire to know 'what you: 
your ſelves would call that man, 


that 1s running with ſuch poſt- 
| haſte to Hell ( as will not admit 


of two or three hours ſtop upon: 


| the Road) to prove himſelf to 


be no Mad-man, but in his. right 
mind and wits? 
Moreover, they command me to: 


| inform you, Ir is their deſire, that 


ſeeing their debates with you will 
neither be tireſome nor impertinent, 


| you will pleaſe to hear themout what 


A 4 they 


The Epiſtle, &C. 


they have to ſay to you; and then | 
if you ſhall find cauſe to complain 
that your Pleas and Excuſes are not | 
fairly drawn, or that you have new | 
Matter to furniſh a better Apology, 
they are both content you ſhall 
have your liberty to amend or add | 
what you pleaſe; and if they be not | 


able to refute them, they'll give you 


80 further trouble or interruption in. 


your courſe. 


This, Gentlemen, is what I have | 


in charge to fay to you in the Porch ; 


and now it ,you pleaſe, the Door is 


open; you may be as private as you 
will. They'll attend you to your 


Bed-chamber or Cloſet ; and I hear- | 
tily wiſh an happy iſſue to this friend- 


ly debate. 


7, F. 
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en | | THE 
CONTENTS 
ew | OF THE 

FF EIRST PART, 


"Ou CHAP. TI, 


| Containing the Introduction, and 
ve State of the Caſe, in Twelve 
h ; Sections. 


'OU Sect, I, E ſon 5 Mzit's Dignity and 
ur Excellency” And what its 
proper Province. Page 1. 


a” | Sect. Il. Reaſon darkened by the Fall, p.3« 
1d- | Se. M1. Reaſon further corrupted by the cun= - 3 
ning Applications of Luſts to the Aﬀetii- | 
T7 > ibid. 
Sc. IV. Inbred Principles of Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience -not wholly to be eradicated in the vi- 
leſt. " 4 
| SRV. To theſe the Scripturcs often appeal. p.5. . 
| Se. VI. Appeals to theſe in Atheiftical Times, 


'E an bopeful way. P- 6. 
| Sea. 


The Contents. 


Sed. VII. How Reaſonable that Men ſhould | | Se 


attend to their own Reaſons and Conſciences. | 

P- 7e* 

Se. VIII. Light of Reaſon and Conſcience | 
aſſiſted by the general Light of the Goſpel. | 


P. 9. | 
Sect. IN. What theſe two faithful Guides, | 
. Reaſon and Conſcience, aſſure all Men with: | 


 reſpe&t to themſelves. Pp. TO. 


S 
oo 


| Se 


Se. X, What with reſpec to the Community | 


they belong to. P* 13, 
Sect. Xl. Reformation of prophane men this 
. way, not abſolntely impoſſible. P15. 
Sect. XII. What the Government may, and 

ought to do in order to it, and what-bene- 

fit would accrue to them thereby. 


C AAP. IL 


Producing one Dittate or Maxim of 


Right Reaſon, generally allowed, 
in Seven SeQtions. 


Sect. I. Þ pry Nature affefts Liberty, 


Pleaſures. P. 19. 


Set. | 


Set 


P..16;- | 


and is captivated -by Senſual | 


The Contents. 


_ Sea. W. Reaſon may recover men from this 


NCEFs | 


Captivity. P- 20. 


. 7, | Set, IN. The Self-evident Diftates of Rea- 


Pence | 


ſpel. 


Sec. VII. 


ſon propounded. P.2T. 


\ Sect. IV. That good is to be choſen, and evil 


avoided, and that there are degrees of Good- 
neſs found in Pleaſures and Delights. p. 22. 


. | Sect. V. The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God ad- 


mired in leaving Principles. of Reaſon, and 
Notices of Conſcience in men after the Fall. 

WE - - 

Se. VI. The Wickedneſs of violating a abu- 
 fang theſe Notices and Principles. P. 26. 
How reaſonable it is that men 
ſhould conſult their Reaſons and Conſciences, 


P. 29. 


# 
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CAAP. III. 


| Giving the true cenſure of Reaſon 


and Conſcience, upon Prophane, 
Swearing, in Nine Sections. 


Sea. L IV O Ends for which God beſtow- 
$6, ed the noble Faculty of Speech 
P. 3I. 

Sect. 


upon man. 


The Contents. 
Sed. Il. The Nature and Grounds of Lanful 


Oaths « P. 33. 
Sect, UII. The Contumely and Malignity of 
Prophane Oaths. P. 34.! 


Sect. IV. What a dreadful provocation to God, 
' and bazard to the Community, Soni 


Blaſphemy 1s. 37. 


Sec, V. Till Publick Fuſtice lay hold on Offin- Gel 


ders, the force of Reaſon tried upon them. | 


P- 3 
Sect. VI. The Swearer's firſt Plea from the | 
| Lepoy and Ornament that Oaths give to his 


Language, weighed and rejetied by Reaſon. 


39. Sec 


P- 41+ | Sed 


Sect. VII, His ſecond Plea from gon 
by men, bafled by Reaſon. P- 43+ 

Sect. VIII. H's Third Plea, That Swearing is | 
moaiſh, and a Badge of Gentility, confuted | 


and overthrown by Six Reaſons. P. 44+ 
Sect. IN. The Laft Plea for Swearing from | 
Cuſtom, caſt over the Bar of Reaſon. P. 53+, 


| Sec 


The Contents.” 


rofl, 

«33. CH A Þ.- Iv. 

4 3 a | Reaſon and Conſcience again conſul- 
God, ted about the Sin of Drunkenneſs, 


low in Five Sections. 


37s, TED 
fen- | Sect. I. ' HE intimate and admirable love 
bem. | | of Sowls to their Bodies. Pe. 57. 
39*| Sect. II. The Prudence of the Soul manifeſted 
| = ' in tts government of the Body. P- 59» 
? #7 | Sect. INI. The dethroning of Reaſon by Drunken- 
aſont. neſs, the higheſt exaltation of folly. Pp. 61. 
+l» | Set. IV. The Moazs and Laments of a Drunk- 
ws) ard's Body to his Soul, repreſented in a pathe- 


43 *| tical Proſopopes. P» 63. 
5 7 | Sect, V. The Drunkards Firſt Plea, from bys 
ea Natural Ability. P. 65, 
44+ | . Hy Second Excuſe fromthe relief of his anxi- 
nag ous Cares. .: = Ts 
EL | Ha Third Excuſe, from bis Delight and Plea» 
fare in Wine, &c. P» 725 

His Fourth Excuſe, from alluring Company 

and Buſineſs. P. 75. 

His Fifth Excnſe, from pretended Loyalty to 

the King, P. 77- 

PÞ. | His Sixth Excxſe, from by plentiful _ 
| p. 78. 


Chap. 


The -Contents. 


CHAP: HV: 


Containing the | Determination of Th 
Reaſon and Conſcience about the: ( 
Sin of Uncleannels, i in Eight Sefti- | 
ons. [4 

£ 


Sea. I. OD hath made more burden! 
Proviſion for the delight of Ra-! Sec 
tional, than of Brutal Beings, within the! 


Pale of his Laws. p.Sr. | SeE 

Se&. II. Corrapt-Nature hates God”s Confine- l 
ments. P» 32, 

Sec. III. God's Choice better than our own, in. | Sec 

"Five Reſpects. p. 84. | - 
Sect. Mk bat ſhowld "ED men to break) 

: out 4 God? s Incloſure. 4; $74 Sc 6 


Seq. V. The Firſt Inducement from the Exam- HY. 
ples of Great Ones, bafled by Reaſon.  p. 88, | Sec 
Sec. VI. The Second Inducement from preten- | 
' ded Neceſſity, caſhier'd by Reaſon. PÞ. 89. Set 
Sed. VII. The Third Inducement from the ab-| 
ſence of lawful Remedies rejeied by Reaſon. | _,* 
P. 92, | Thi 
Sc. VIII. The Fourth Inducement from the | 
Commonneſs of it, wholly ſhamm'd and bafe | 
led by Reaſon, Pe. 93. 
CHAP. 


The Contents. 


CH.AP.. VL 


; of The Laſt Debate with Reaſon and 
the. Conlcience, about the bitter - en- 
-&;j., mity and ſpirit of Perſecution a- 

mong profeſſed Proteſtants, in 


' Six Sections. 
fan ect, L AN naturally a ſociable C 
al e naturally a ſociable Crea- 
M ture, p-. 96 
$ I. '| Sect. II. The Intereſt of States and Churches, 
fe to make every Individual as uſeful as may be 


to the whole, P- 9 

6, al '| Sect. INT. The folly and miſery of the feuds and 
: 4.| @animoſities in the ſame Civil and Religious 
hs rok Societies, ibid. 

SeR. IV. Theſe Feuds preſages of National 
"a Miſery, P- I0O 
$8. Se. V. The true Riſe and Cauſe of this fixed 
en | Hatred, P- IOT 


Bo. Seda. VI. This true canſe politickly ſuppreſſed, 
and filenced. Hypocriſy pretended, and the 

$ | Pretence hafled, P. 102 
2. | The Second Pretence of their Sedition and Rebel- 
the | HTion, bafled by Reaſon five _ P. 106 


The 


The CONTENTS of thel 
SECOND PART, 


Of the Poſſibility, Nature and Ne-| | 
ceffity of Converſion to God, in; ] 
' Ten Sections, 


Seat. I. Onvifion ſuppoſed, and Grace| 
therein admired, p.121{P 
Sect. II. Th Converſion of the vileſt finner poſ- * 
mt fable, demonſtrated three ways, Pp. 125| 
it. Sect, Il. The Converſion of prophane Perſons | 
| more probable than others, fixed on their own 
Righteouſneſs, | P. 129! 
Sec. IV. Trae Converſion frequently and fa-. 1 
tally miſtaken, D132 3 
Sect. V. The Nature of true. Converſion to God \ 
opened, Pp. 135 | 
Sedt. VI. Opening one great hazard atteyding 
Converſion, "4 36} 
Sed. VII. Demonſtrating the abſolute Neceſſicyl 
of thorough Converſion, — Þ- 138þ 
Sedt. VIII. Men may do more than they da to- [5.0 
wards their own Converſion: And what theſe 
' things are, "P» 140 
Sect. 1X. Diſconragements removed ou3 of the} 
'- way of Converſidn, and the Sinners way pre- 
pared to Chriſt, Pe. 142 fi 
Sect. X. Powerful Motives perſwading to Con- 
verſion, P- 144 
F The 
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rſons | 
7 ovpn | CHAP. L 
oe | The Introdufion and State of the Caſe. 
132 &- | 
_ SECE þ 

vding | "YI Eaſon exalts Man above all earthly Be- 
I3 6] ings : 'Pis his Dignity and Priviledge 
ceſſ :sy that God hath furniſhed him with Abi- 


lities of Mind to recolleQ, animadverr, 


139 ompare, infer, ponder and judge his own Afti- 


t theſe Moral Government by Humane Laws, which'no 


1.40 Freature beſide him is; bur alſo of Spiritual Go- 


f the ſ<rnment by Divine Laws ; and the bleſſed Fru- 
_ Lions of God in Glory, which no other Species of 
y pre reatures (Angels only excepted) have a ſubje- 
142 tive ang Þ: may 
| Con-| Right Reafon by the Law of Natare (as an 
144 home-born Judge) arbitrates and determines all 
The ſhings wi 2 _ Province, which Pro- 
Vince 


t0. t0- bog, Hezeby he becomes not only capable. of ©  : = 


- I 


2 The Reaſonableneſs of 


vince 1s extehded far and wide. All AttionRea 
Natural, Moral and Civil are weighed at thflig 
Beam and Standard : None are exempted but ma 
ters -of fupernatural Revelation ; and yet eve# 
theſe are not wholly and in every reſpe& exemp! 
from Right Reaſon. For though there be ſom T 
Myſteries in Religion above the ſphere and flig\L.am 
of Reaſon, yet nothing can be found in Religiogmel 
that 15 unreaſonable. 
And though theſe Myſteries be not of naturd.igt 
inveſtigation, but of ſupernatural Revelationþuiſl 
yet Reaſon is convinced nothing can be morſeſs: 
reaſonable, than that it take its place at the fell } 
of Faith, which 1s but to ſuffer ir ſelf ro becoms $ 
Pupil to an Omniſcient and Infallible Inſtrutorhf R 
"The refolution of our Reaſon into Faith, angmo! 
of Faith into God's Veracity, are Ats highly bi11s 
coming Reaſonable Beings in ſuch Caſes aferfa 
theſe. | " 
It may not pry too nicely into unrevealed MyWor 
ſeries, demand the Reaſons, or examine thgd oj 
Cauſes of them, (as bold and @aring Secinians doſon, 
butit feels it ſelf obliged to receive all thoſe al: th 


' both as poſſible and true which God hath revealedred 
counting his Revelation alone to be Reaſon ſufffhen 
cient. For the —_— of God takes out of Reatr m 
fons mouth all ObjeCtions againſt the zruth dlow 
them, and his Almighty Power ſilences all its Scruhe C 
ples againſt the poſſibliry of them. han 
" Bur in all Matters properly under the juriſdi 
Hon of Reaſon, every manis obliged to accoun? 
with himſelf, as well as others, for the reaſonaj 
bleneſs of his own Attions; and that At which *T 
will not endure the teſt of ſound Reaſon, ifil { 
judges not fit for the entertainment of a oh Xen , 
ea 


Perſonal Reformation. 3 


eaſon cannot juſtifie it, *tis beneath the rankand 
ignity of a Man to do it. 


A fto 
act Ct 


ut mat 

t eve! SE C3: MK 

exemp | 

e ſom} The Light of Reaſon was at firſt the bright 


d flighL.amp or Candle of the Lord, till Sin like a Thief 
eligioqmelted it down to a Snuff; whereby (compara- 
ively ſpeaking) it 1s become a poor glimmering 
ight in the beſt of men, and almoſt quite extin- 
lationfuiſhed in ſome men. Fallen Man is become 
> morfeſ> than himſelf, and will never a& like himſelf, 
he feqll he be fully reſtored to himſelf. | 
Decom?d Sanftification indeed ſnuffs and trims the Lamp 
rudtorpf Reaſon ; but there being few ſanQified Perſons 
h, anqmong men, a double Miſery. conſequently be- 
hly bei11s a very great part of Mankind : whoſe Con- 
aſes aferſation ſpeaks them nor only deſtitute of Religi- 
n, which bereaves them of the bleſſedneſs of the 
ed MyWorld tocome; but men almoſt entirely deſpoil- 
ine thed of the Benefits and Bleſſings of their own Rea- 
ans doſon, which makes them unhappy and miſerable 4 
thing this World : Beaſts, rather than Men, as the ſa- | 
veloped Scripture ſtiles them : Unreaſonable men, 
n ſufffhen fallen out with their own frculties, who af- 
of Reatr many a ſharp batte] with their Reaſon, are 
ruth dlow dragging it like a conquered Captive, at 
is Scruthe Chariot-wheels of their vitorious and trium- 
hant Luſts. 
juriſdil 
ccounf SECT 
eaſonai | | ; 
which *Tis ſcarce imaginable that ever Sin ſhould pre- 
fon, til fo far-as it doth-to the very unmanning of 
ſan. Then , did they not firſt delude and bribe. their 
Reaſo B2 Own 


2 The Reaſonablencſs of 


vince 1s extended far and wide. All Attic 
Natural, Mioral and Civil are weighed at t 
Beam and Standard : None are exempted but m 
ters of ſupernatural Revelation; and yet ev 
theſe are not wholly and in every reſpe& exem 
from Right Reaſon. For though there be ſor 
Myſteries 1n Religion above the ſphere and flig 
of Reaſon, yet nothing can be found in Relig 
that 1s unreaſonable. 

And though theſe Myſteries be not of natu: 
inveſtigation, but of ſupernatural Revelatio! 
yet Reaſon is convinced nothing can be mc 
reaſonable, than that it take its place at the fe 
of Faith, which 1s but to ſuffer it ſelf to becor 
Pupil to an Omniſcient and Infallible Inſtru&e 
'The refolution of our Reaſon into Faith, a: 
of Faith into God's Veracity, are Ads highly t 
coming Reaſonable Beings in ſuch Caſes 
theſe. | 

It may not pry too nicely into unrevealed M 
ſeries, demand the Reaſons, or examine t] 
Cauſes of them, (as bold and daring Socinians de 
but it feels it ſelf obliged to receive all thoſe thin; 
both as poſſhble and true which God hath reveale 
counting his Revelation alone to be Reaſon ſuf 
cient. For the — of God takes out of Re 
fons mouth all ObjeCttions againſt the zrurh | 
them, and his Almighty Power ſilences all its Scr 
ples againſt the poſib:lity of them. 

But in all Matters properly under the juriſd 
&ion of Reaſon, every man 1s obliged to accour 
with himſelf, as well as others, for the reaſon: 
bleneſs of his own Attions; and that At whic 
will not endure the teſt of ſound Reaſon, 
judges not fit for the entertatnment of a _ A, 

ealo 
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All _ on cannot juſtifie it, *tis beneath the rankand 


zthed at thifdignity of a Man to do it. 

ted but mat? 

ad yet evel SECT. IL 

pet exemp; | 

ere be ſom{ The Light of Reaſon was at firſt the bright 


reand flighL.amp or Candle of the Lord, till Sin like a Thief 
| in Religioqmelted it down to a Snuff; whereby (compara- 
ively ſpeaking) it 1s become a poor glimmering 
t of naturiLight in the beſt of men, and almoſt quite extin- 
RevelationÞuiſhed in ſome men. Fallen Man is become 
an be morſeſsthan himſelf, and will never aC& like himſelf, 
e at the feqill he be fully reſtored to himſelf. 
f to becoms San&tification indeed ſnuffsand trims the Lamp 
e InſtruQtorpf Reaſon ; but there being few ſanfified Perſons 
> Faith, angmong men, a double Miſery conſequently be- 
ts highly bells a very great part of Mankind : whoſe Con- 
:h Caſes ho, whi ſpeaks them nor only deſtitute of Religi- 


n, which bereaves them of the bleſſedneſs of the 

evealed MyWorld tocome; but men almoſt entirely deſpoil- 

examine thed of the Benefits and Bleſſings of their own Rea- 

Socinians doſon, which makes them unhappy and miſerable 

thoſe thingh this World : Beaſts, rather than Men, as the ſa- 

ath revered Scripture ſtiles them : Unreaſonable men, 

Reaſon ſuffihen fallen out with rheir own faculties, who af- 

; out of Reatr many a ſharp batte] with their Reaſon, are 

the truth dlow dragging it like a conquered Caprive, at 

Sall its Scruhe Chariot-wheels of their victorious and trium- 

ant Luſfts. 

- the juriſdil 

d to accounf SECT, I 

the reaſonai | | ; 

t A& which 'Tis ſcarce imaginable thay ever Sin ſhould pre- 

| Reaſon, thil ſo far-as it doth-to th# very unmanning of 

fa Man. Ihen, did they not firſt delude and bribe. their 
Reaſo B 2 OWN 
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Reaſon by cloſe and cunning Application 
their bewitched Aﬀedtions ; whereby though 
cannot make it a party, yet they make it ſtan 
as a ſilent SpeQator or Neuter, whilſt they al 
Beaſt, yea, the Devil rather than the Man. 
We little know how far unſapQified Re 
may this way be prevailed upon to quit its Thr 
and reſign its Scepter into the hands of Luft 
appetite; Yea, to engage in the defence of t 


- moſt abſurd Laws and Dictates. Ir only ſerv 


ſome men to invent excuſes, pleas and ſpec 
pPretences, to juſtifie or extenuate their beaſt. 
ations; the baſeſt ſervitude it can be condem 


to. 

If this will not do, ſenſual Luſts have ano 
way to obtain their ſatisfaQtion in deſpite of ] 
ſon and Conſcience,even by ſtopping their ea: 
the voices of both, and puſhing on with a | 
tiſh impetus, they ſuffer neither ro enjoy the 
- -+ngi of acalm debate of theſe matters v 
TRENM. 


SECT. IV. 


But let men do what they will, 'tis next to 
unpoſlibllity they thould ſo far ſubdue and 


roy thoſe inbred Principles of Reaſon and C 


ſcience, but that they will at one time or ot 
give them ſome checks and oppoſitions in tl 
profane courſes, eſpecially when they ſhall get 
advantageof ſome eminent diftreſs,or ſpecial d 
ger ; which diſpoſes them to lend an ear to th 
voices; and there be few men in the Wot: 
but.aze ſometimes providentially caſt into ſuch 
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--2tions & So that appeals to the Reaſon of the moſt pro- 
opican thlligate wretches are not alrogerther vain and uſe. 
ake ir and 15. For if the caſe cannot be tryed and decided 
Iſt they att oft the bar of Reaſon and Conſcience one rime; - it 
-he Man. ay with more advantage at another ; and haply 
Qified Reaſdppeals to Reaſon may produce. Reformation in 
uitits ThragPMe men, ſooner than Appeals to the Scriptures, 
$r Principles of Faith ; eſpecially when the World 
sfence of rhe ſo notoriouſly drenched in pra&ical Arheiſm, 
- only ſerves hat ſerious Religion becomesthe common ſubject 
G oF ſpeci f drollery amongſt mulritudes of meix. 

Yet it were hard and uncharitable ro imagine 
ny man ſunk ſo deep into the mire of beſtialiry 
nd profanenefs, as not ſtill to retain ſome value 
- have anotfnd veneration for his own Reaſon, and as much 
Rds he abuſes ir, yet to refuſe the whole world in' 
xchange for it; and to account it a greater mi- 
ry to be utterly deprived of it, than to have the 
oofs of an Horſe given him in exchange for his . 
ands and Feer. , 


SECT. V. 


The my ys therefore do in many caſes ap- 
tis next to Þ2#1 to the Reaſon of Sinners, and defign their 
bdue and d<fotmation by fuch Appeals. For it being a moſt 
\fon and Cf amefal thing for a man to be convicted at the 
time or otfÞ2r of his own Reaſon, of aQting like a beaſt ra- 
rions in th her than a man, every man is preſumed to be a« 
raid and aſhamed of ſuch an Inditmenr. Such. 


enjoy the 
matters w!1 


TRIPS 


; I = | 
- rn} 7 Miſcreants are the ſhame and reproach of Huma- 
n ear to thÞIfy 1 ſelf. They are branded for bruits through- 


but the ſober world. Their company declined 

Lu 2” nd ſhun'd by all wiſe and good men. He that 
' Hathno reaſon to juſtifie his ations, may yet be 

B'3 {uppo- 


— 
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fuppoſed to be ewner of ſome ſtock of nat: 
ſhame, which cannot bur afford a bluſh upon { 
a plain convi&tion. This therefore was the co 
which the Prophet 1ſaiah took by divine dire&t 
to reform the idolatrous 1ſrael:ztes, Iſa. 46. Þ. 
ates the caſe at the bar of their own Reaſon, 

calls for a verdi& upon it. The caſe was this; I 
ther Idols having not power enough to ſhew themſc 
Gods, thoſe that worſhip them nut not want wij 
enough to ſhew themſelves men? Remember this, 
fbew your ſelves men, and bring it again to mind, | 
tranſgreſſors! q. d. for ſhame let nat men a&t_ 
bruits, which have no animadverſion. 


SE CT. VI. 


When things therefore are brought to ſuch 
exigence, that ruin or reformation is the © 
Choice men have to make, and all religious 
preſſions ſo obliterated ad worn out, that n 
pay no reverence to them ; an Appeal to the Rea 
of men ſeems then to be an hopeful method 
prevailing with them, to fuffer a reformation 
ther than a ruin. Not that Timagine the Topick. 
Reaſon able to afford more powerful Argume 
than thoſe of Religion do; but that they who 
their ignorance, and ſtrong prejudices againſt ] 
ligion, have made themſelves more uncapa 
of conviction that way, may haply feel the fo 
of Reaſon prevailing ſo far, at leaſt, as to | 
their outragious Juſts under ſome reſtraint, 

As for the Scriptures, and ſerious Religion 
gotten by them in the fouls of meg, they are x 
te& ſtrangers to all, but the names of theſe thir 
And even their very Names are grown almoſt 
di 
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iculous with them too. But Reaſon may con- - 
ince and ſhame them. What force the Reaſon: 
f man hath, even without ſaving grace, to pro- 
uce Civility, Sobriety, and other Moral Vertues, 
abundantly evident in the very Hearhens, who: 
y the only Light of Reaſon diſcovered ſo much 
diouſneſs in Vice and Immorality, and ſuch a- 
iable beauty in Juſtice, Temperance, and the 
ther Moral Vertues, that their praiſes for them 
ember this, agre ſounded throughout the world. 
n to mind, O 4 Now whatever unthinking men dream, to me: 


Iſa. 46. 8. 
1 Reaſon, a 
was this; 


men a& lifſt isevident, that when Kingdoms and Common=- 
:ealths are overflowed with unreſtrained Vices 
nd Immoralities ; when curſing and ſwearing 
ecomes the common Language; Drunkennelſs. 
andAdultery the common. praftices of the Inhabi- 
tants ; God will either ſweep away the filth of 
hoſe Nations by the Beſom ofa general Reforma- 
- fion, or he will ſweep away their Inhabitants out: 
f them with the Beſom of Dzſtrudtion. For if 


_—_— Nek e have not excuſled the Notion and Belief of a. 
11 method (94, and that he animadverts the wickedneſs of 
formation 2&2 (which the very Heathens by the Light bf 


Nature, ſaw and acknowledged) we may thereby 
afily be led to this Concluſion, that ſuch over- 
owings of abomination do, and muſt certainly 
reſage our Deſolation, except ſpeedy and gene= 
re uncapab al Reformation do prevent it. 


feel the ford 
ſt, as to pu SECS TH 


ſtrainr, ' = . 
Religion Now the perſons whoſe Reformation I particu» 


| arly deſign by this method, being men that ex- 
ate... rciſe more Reaſon than Religion, mighr- (me+ 
Fd * hinks) be prevailed with to take up at laſt, and 
35s B 4 reform. 


the Topicks 
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reform their unreaſonable as well as -ungoc 
eonrſes , could they be once ptevailed with 
debaterheſe matters with cool,conſiderative min 
becoming men governed by reaſon, not who 
ſwayed hke bruit-beaſts by luſt and appetite. 
And 1s it not highly reaſonable, that men ſho1 
weigh their own aCtions at the ſame beam a 
ftandard where they weigh other mens aftions,a 
tenounce all thar with ſhame ,and deteſtatic 
which they themſelves muſt cenſure as utte: 
beneath and unworthy of a man ? Wherefore ha 
God planted a principle of Reaſon and Conf 
ence within us? Is it rational to think it was pl: 
ted there for no other end or uſe but to ſcan a 
cenſure other mens words and ations by, | 
tot our own ? Or to be wholly uſeful to ott 
mens intereſts, without any benefit to our ſely 
Ack thine own Reaſon, ſilly man, why God p 
ced it in thy Soul, and for what uſe it was inte 
ded, and it will tell thee, it was particularly c 
figned and appointed to regulate and order thi 
own life and aQtions ; and next, for the benefit a 
ood of the Community. It will tell thee, the 
1s not a ſingle a&t thou doſt of any weight or m 
ment, but thou oughteſt to conſult with it, a1 
have its Paſs or Licenſe before thou do it. B 
when thou entreſt into a ſeries and courſe of at 
ons, thy conſultations with it ought to be ve 
frequent and ſolemn , becauſe theſe things are 
great importance to thee. | 
Thy Reaſon will tell thee, Sinner, that it is 
vie affront to it, to be thruſt by thee from t 
Council-table, unworthily diſmiſſed from its c 
fice, and diſcharged from any further atrendan 
upon thy life, and the concerns thereof, and br 
T 
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1 as ungodfiſh luſt and appetite conſulted in-its room ; and 
ailed with {hat it needed not at all to have been implanted 
erative mindato thy ſoul, if the ſame Principles that govern 
1, not wholſhe beaſts of the field muſt alſo be thy governing 
appetite. Principles.Itſtands realyto offer its ſervice to thee, 
it men ſhouſto ſave thee from, or to receive thee out of thoſe 
ne beam armniſchiefs thou haſt or mayeſtrun thy ſelf into; if 
as aQtions,anfhou wilt but hear and obey its advice. It tells 
1 deteſtatiofhee, it is thy Privy- Councellor by God's appoint- 
re 25 utterfMment ; and if thou wilt not find teifure among the- 
Therefore harÞeats and hurries of thy luſts, to conſult it, and: 
and ConſeÞearken to its counſels now ; if thou wilt forſake 
k it wag plarfhe conduRt of thine own Reaſon and Conſcience, 
t to ſcan anFyhich have a right and authority. to govern thy 
jons by, by$7ordsand aQtions, and follow thy blind and eh: 
ful to othdtrong luſts and paſſions, thou ſhalt hzar other lan= 
0 our ſelyeuage from them, when thy luſts have precipi- 
thy God © thee into thine own ruin and deſtruttion, . 


4 


it was inten#s they ſpeedily and inevitably muſt and. will 
ticularly d&&0, according to the courſe they now fieer for. 


| order thin{Þe<: 

e benefit anl : 

] thee, there S ECT. VE 

eight or md ; 

with it, and, And there is yet more ground to hope, that rea« * 
do it. Bufon may prevail with men living under the Goſpel, 

urſe of a&Q;$0 rerun to ſobriery and temperance, when we- 

t to be verj£onſider their Reaſon is afliſted by ſome iflumina« 

hings are ofion from the Chriſtian Religion. They live in- 

gs Land of Bibles and Miniſters, where they car» 
that it is Hot avoid the Tight ; an advantage far beyond whats. 

e from th&Ver the Heathins enjoyed, who yer by their ſingle- 

rom its of Þnaſſiſted Reaſon arrived to aneminency in Moral 
attendanceF ertues. 

f, and brui 
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Our Reaſons and Conſciences do not only cox 
vince us (as theirs alſo did them) that there is 
God, and a future life of retribution, wherein 
very man ſhall be judged according to his work 
butalſo, that the Scriptures ate the very Word 
God, and Rule of Faith and Manners. And 
there be any among the debauched Crew that qu 
ſtion or deny it,we may be confident none of the 
are able by plain and ſound reaſon to overthro 
thoſe mighty Arguments pleaded for the confi 
mation of that truth. Ar leaſt they find 1n ther 
ſelves a ſtrong ſuſpicion, and fear, that they m: 
prove to be true; which jealoufie and ſuſpicic 
working together with their own Reafon and Co 
ſciences, are no contemptible helps tawards the 
recovery. . 

For if what Reaſon, Conſcience and Scriptu 
with one mouth pronounce, be true arid certai 
(as undoubtedly it will be found to be) then 
muſt be plainand obvious to them alſo, that th: 
bruriſh luſts have put them into the dire&t and r« 
dy way both ro ruin themſelves, and alſo great 
to hazard the Community to which they belong. 


SECT. IX 


As for themſelves, if they will make a jud 
ment upon their own condition in the light 
Reaſon, Conſcience, or Scripture, (and they 
ry well know they take their meaſures in perk 
darkneſs, if they take them not by this direQtic 
then continuing the ſame courſe they now do,tt 
are a loſt generation. | 

All their lawful and faithful guides tell thi 
with one mouth, they are certainly in the brc 

V 


Perſonal Reformation. II 


_ only CO way to damnation. And that how irkſome and 
hat there is | terrible ſoever the thoughts and apprehenſions of 
1, wherein Hell are to them, yet thirher they muſt certainly 
to his works come, if they purſue this courſe. Their Reaſon 
ery Word F plainly tells them, he that chuſerh the means, and 
| engageth in the way leading ro Hell, muſt and 
* ought to make account that Hell 1s the place he is 
| preparing for. | I Soi 
W Conſcience is as plain and poſitive with them, 
T the confity that they muſt either return or periſh. The Scrip- 
find in they ture confirms the teſtimonies of both, by telling 
at they may them. plainly, that the end of theſe things us death, 
nd ſuf; PICION, Rom. 6. 27. 
fon and Con} *Tis down-right folly and' madneſs, by the- 
awards they! vote of the whole rational and ſober world, for 
* .* any man to conclude, or hope he ſhall be happy 
nd Scriprur, in. the world to come, whoſe life 1s drawn. 
ard certain through and finiſhed in all manner of obſcenity, 
: be) then i; filthineſ: s, and prophaneneſs in the preſent world. 
©, that thei, Por let the caſe be brought into the light of” 
rect and rea, your own Reaſon, asdim as it is, and ler it freely 
alſo greatly judge when you are belching our your. black and. 
belong. | horrid Blaſphemies againſt God ,imprecating dam-- 
' nation from him upon your own ſouls, wallow- 
' ing in beaftly luſts, vomiting and roaring in T'a- 
: verns and Alechouſes: Ak, I ſay, your own.. 
ake a judgy Reaſon, Conſcience, or the Scriprure, whether. 
the light 0 all oreither of them will allow you to ſay or think, . 
nd they vej Now we are inthe right way toeternal bleſſedneſs ? This: 
eS IN parſed z the wery courſe that will bring us. to happineſs in the- 
IS GireQions world to come : This pleaſeth God better, and is'a ſurer. 
10W do,they path to glory, than Repentance or Faith, Mortification, 
| i Prayer, or Reformation. No, no; as blind as your: 
es tell then Reaſon is, and as ſearedas your Conſciences are;. 
n the broad' you. will never bring them to: comprobate: or 
way p ſub-- 


8 
oy 
0 


| 
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ſubſcribe ſuch abſurd and horrid concluſion 
theſe. 


But on the contrary,they will tell you, Tha 
you will have the pleaſure, you muſt have 
pain and torment of ſin. That 'tis madneſs to 
you are afraid to burn, but not afraid to fin: T 
you are loath to be damned, and yet challenge 
Almighty God to hus face to damn you ; as mt 
a folly as to drink a baneful Doſe of known F 
fon, and think ro feel no. painful gripes aft 
wards. | 

As for the Scriptures, they appeal to the Reai 
of men in this caſe, as a moſt known and allo 
ed thing, ſcarce imaginable to lie hid from a 

man, ICar. 6. 9. Know ye not, that the unrighte 

hall not inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not deceiv 

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, ? 

effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with manky 

20 thieves , nor covetous , nor arunkards, nor 

<4 , wor extortioners , ſhall inherit the Kingdom 
od. 

It would make the bowels of a compaſſiona 
Chriſtian to rowl and yearn within him to b 
hold multitudes of ſouls of invaluable worth,ru: 
ning greedily on to their erernal ruin, wiltful 
Ropping their ears all the way to the voices of the 
own Reaſon and Conſcience, as well as to tt 
yoice of God in hisword,not once making a pauſ 
till they fall into that gulph of eternal and intols 
rable miſery, into which with great precjpitatio 
they axe caltin g themſelves. 


he 
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concluſions # | 


| you, That i 
nuſt have thij And then for the Community to which they be. 
nadneſs to ſafſtpÞng, how dangerous, yea, how deſtruQtive ſuch 
d to fin: Thaſerſons are to it, cannot poſſibly be hid from any 
challenge chyyiſe and ſerious obſerver,For if one Sinnerdeſtroys 
you ; as muckhuch good, if one 4chan trouble the whole 
f known Poiamp of !f-ael,how much more will whole ſwarms 
gripes after4nd droves of drunkards, blaſphemers and adul- 
2rers,as now fill every place, pull down the judg- 
tothe Reaſonments of God upon thoſe States and Kingdoms 
n and allowyherein theybreathe?Tf our fears and dangers were 
id from anyfreater than they are, yet Reformation might ſave 
he unrighteoushys : Fer. 5. 1. Rim ye 70 and fro through the ſtreets 
2 not deceived, if Jeruſalem, and ſee now and know, and ſeek in the 
dulterers, norfroad places thereof), if ye can find a man, (i. e. a 
ith mankind, pablick man, a man 1n authority) if there be any 
ras, nor re-that executeth judgment, that. ſeeketh the truth, and 
1e Kingdom of will pardon it. And if our hopes and confiden- 
tes were much higher than they are, yet unre- 
Impaſſionate ined fin would undo us. Kingdoms and Com» 
him to be- ſho.wealths are not fo much endangered by the 
worth, run- gow..rs and policies of their enemies without them, 
n, wiltully þ they are by the unreformedneſs of profligate 
ices of their Fretches within and amongſt them.  Reforma- 
| as to the ſion quickly recovers the. Ancient Glory of 
Ing a pauſe, Kingdoms, and makes them the terror of their 
and intole- Enemies. | - 
ecipitation { For tho there will be ſtill roo much ſin private- 
& committed under the beſt Laws, and moſt vi- 
gorous and impartial execution of them ; yetabun- 
ance of fin would thereby be prevented, ind the 
ans that are committed would not becomeNatio- 
SE CT. hþal,burperſonatonly and theſe would nor fo much 
concern 


SECT; 2X 
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concern and hazard the publick weal and tran 
lity of the State. 

Moreover, States and Kingdoms are in no: 
hazard by the publick debauchery and com 
prophaneneſs of their SubjeQs, for as much 
ehis very ſink and puddle of their luſts, the n 
wiſdom, ſprightly courage, and true gall: 
of their Subje&s are quenched and drowned, 
Spirits ſoftened and effeminated. *Tis hard to 
gine thoſe men wall engage far in the Cauſe © 
formation, when Reformation it ſelf is the 
thing they hate and fear. 

Nor need we wonder to find men intimic 
and low-ſpirited in times and places of em; 
danger, who not only carry about them ſo r 

ur(which is the fountain of fear) but are v 
lyadditedto ſenſual pleaſures which they are 
to hazard upon publick accounts and conſid 
ons, theſe being the only Heaven they hav 
hope for; Whoredom and Wine, andnew Wine ti 
way the heart, Hol. 4. 11.. *Tis in the very n; 
of theſe ſins romake men ſottiſh, and in the 
nature of guilt to make them puſillan;mous. 

| Seneea obſerves (and his Obſer 
Seneca,. E- onis true)That the conſcience of a u 
piſt. 97., _ wan #4 4 terrible ſcourge and term: 

him perpetually laſhing him mith |, 

tors thoughts and fears, ſo that be diſtruſts all ſecw 
and knows not where to be ſafe. Hence it com 
paſs, that, many men of good Extra&ion, Li 
Education, and Excellent Natural Endowm 
become ſo uſeleſs, yea, ſo pernicious as they 
.who. could they be recovered but to temper 
and ſobriety, would become both excellently 
ful and ornamental to the Nation where the) 
| 
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land __ birth, and to the ſafery and honour whereof 


hey owe their ſervice. 
are in no ft | 
7 and commY 
as much as it 


SEC #. - M6 


| This moſt deſirable recovery and reformation 
bf prophane debauched perſons, is not ſimply and 
bſolutely impoſſible: And if Magiſtrates and Mi- 
iſters wereevery where exemplary themſelves for 
obriety and piety , zealous and impartial in the 
iſcharge of their reſpe&ive Duries, a general Re- 
Formation would not be difficult. But when thoſe, 
hoſe Office it is to ſuppreſs wickedneſs, ſhall aſſo- 
ate themſelves withleud and profligate perſons, 
nd vye with them in their prophane courſes, or- 
diſcourage more conſciencious perſons in the dif-. 
:h they are lajcharge of theix Duties ; this makes Reformation 
nd conſideratmorally impoſſible. 
i they have, & If Prophaneneſs were once found the general 
ww Wine take$Odium of the people, and a bar to all Preferments, 
the very natufit might be hoped things would quickly alter for- 
and in the veſthe better. "T'was an ancient cuſtom among the 
lanimous. Heathens (as Learned and Excellent Mr. Haleof Ea- 
d his Obſervaſzon,out of Chryſoſtoms obſerves)that ifa man offered 
cience of a wickhimſelf to contend in the Olympick-Games, he was' 
ze and terment{not permitted ſo to do, till Proclamation had been 
him-mith ſollifirſt made, whether any man knew him to be ei- 
-uſts all ſecuritifther a Servant, or a man of infamous Life; and if 
nce it comesfany ſuch Imputation were proved againſt him, it 
ra&ion, Libel was ſufficient to keep him back, let his skill be 
| Endowmenf what it would. ... - | . ith 
ous as they ar} What care was here taken: that their Vanities 
'to temper a ſhould not be diſcredited ! And will neither Rea- 
excellently uf ſon nor Religion convince us, that not only equal, 
where they hy but far greater care ought to be taken to diſcou- 
thi rage 
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rage prophaneneſs among Chriſtians, than 
blind Heathens ever took to preſerve the repn! 
on of their vain Exerciſes? Let all ſubordinate 
niſters of State, and Officers in the Church, cc 
der how great a part of this bleſſed Reforma! 
15 demandated to their hands. 1 
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Were Kingdoms and Commonwealths © 
purged from that ſpirit of prophaneneſs and 
bauchery, which thus defiles and overflows thi 
and the people generally reduced bur to civility, 
briety and temperance, experience would quic 
ſhew them the comfortable effeQs and happy fr 


thereof. 
For though this be much ſhort of what Chri 


anity exaCtts from all its profeflors, and inſuff 
ent to obtain the happineſs of the world to con 
yet it is greatly conducent to the civil happin 
and flouriſhing of the Kingdoms of this wor! 
and therefore richly worth the ſtndies and end 
vours of all-men to promote and obtain it. 
There is no Kingdom or Commonwealth 
the - Chriſtian world, which would nor by t 
means breed and ſend forth multitudes more th 
they do, with excelent abilities and qualificatic 
fitnng them to fit at the Helm of Governme 
and ſteer a more proſperous courle than they | 
at preſent. . A wife and ſteddydireCtion of the: 
duous and important affairs of Kingdoms,can on 
be: expeted from- thoſe thar-are: able ro gove 
nfclves, and their own affairs, with fobrie 
and diſcretion. 


Po 
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Ws os | If the Laws of Nations take cafe for the preſet. 
gone rept cion and growth of Tile fit for the building of 
—retegr _ ouſes and Ships, and every one ſees the uſeful- 


- ſheſs and neceſſity of ſucha&s; much more ought 
they to take care for ſuch an education of men, as 
may render them ſerviceable members t6 the State 
both in Camp and Council, 

| Magiſtrates are (ina Senſe) the foundation of 
ingdoms, the ſtrong Shoulders that bear the bur- 
en of Government; and reaſon will tell, that ſo 
reat a weight and ſtrefs as the Aﬀairs and Con- ' 
Ferns of Kingdoms, onght not to be laid on their 
oulders, whoſe Legs through debauchery are 
Ay to bear their own reeling and ſtaggering 
odies. 

whar Chris Seamen and Soldiers are the Walls of Kingdoms, 
date GE nd under God their Prudence and Courage are 
Td to come#'© Peoplesdefence and ſafeguard. Plutarch tells us, 
vil hana: "there were two Virtues in Hamiba! which made 
this 520-1484 proſperous and ſucceſsful, There was in him 
is cat and urimnum audacia ad capienda periculs, Of pluriviun 
: " nſilit inter ipſa pericula. He was bold in attemp- 


to civility, 
rould quic 
d happy frui 


tain 1t. b : eggs 
, king, and prudent in managing the moſt difficult | 
ce _ .Services; the former had Forth lirtle without 


e latter. Courage may throw Men into the 
ts more that : 17; of 4;Aicultics bur Counſel and Wiſdom 
elps them to emerge thoſe difficulties ; and I'm 
Bs re that cannot be rationally expeGed from Men 
_—_ s hat daily dethrone their own Reaſon by debau- 


Chery. 


MS,Can OM, But when Men fot only ſober, juſt and tem- 
"th erite, but religiouſly good, are employed in pub- 


ick Truſts and Services, we cannot but think the 
decurity and Proſperity of ſuch a State are abun- 
Lantly provided for. And our confidence hereof 
1s 
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1s not only founded upon the Maxims of Hu 
-— bur of Seripture, Wiſdom, and Auth 
alſo. 

What a renowned, proſperous, and ſucce 
Captain of the Armies of Jac! was good 7o 
No Man tas able to ſtand before him all the 
of his Life, Joſh. 1. 5. Burt what bred thoſe b; 
gallant and undaunted ſpirits in the breaſt of 
Heroe, and crowned his noble deſigns with 
admirable ſucceſs ? If welook into wer. 8. we 
find, it was Religion that gave both the 
and point to his natural courage. Thrs Book 0 
Law ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou 
meditate therein aay and night ,that thou mayeſt ob 
ro do all that is written therein : for then thou 
make thy way proſperous, and then thou ſhalt have 
ſacceſs. 

Hezekiah this way became a none-ſuch an 
the Kingsof Judah; forhe clave to the Lord, 
the Lord was with him, and he proſpered whi 
ſoeverhe went forth, 2 Kings 18.5,6, 7. An 
ing David from an whole life of experiences 
commended this as the only method of prof 
ty unto Solozz0n his Son, Keepethe charge of the 
thy God, to walk in his ways, that thou mayſt p1 
in all that thou deft, and whitherſoever thou t1 
thy ſelf , 1 Kings 2. 3, 4- 

How great a Juftre therefore doth this 'T 
caſt about it, that the reſtraint and reformarti 
Vice, and the due encovragement of Virtue 
Piety becomes the very Civil intereſt of Kingc 
and Nations, by the joint votes and ſuffrages 

of Humane and Divine Wiſdom ? Let any 
dom or State make tryal of this method, and. 
that very time they ſhall date their profpe 
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Thi 11 make them become the Terrors of their 
noche diary , —_— about them ; Peace and Proſperity 
and Authong”1 7 1\riſh in the midſt of them, which is the 
and ſuccer#ue Level and Defign of this moſt neceſſary and 
Tt roohs Joſh aſonable attempt. 
b-) 
1m all the daz 


red tho braif— 
e breaſt of th; 


of 
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wer. 8. weſh ; 

both the edProducing one Diftate or Rule of right Reaſon 
Thes Book of il reſpeing Morality , allowed by 'Mankind 3 
One chou Jl paſſing current through tbe I, orld with- 
evans hg out one Negative Voice , except only f "WP 
« ſhalt have gis thoſe Men whoſe Reaſons are utterly captiva- 


' ted by their Laſts. 
ne-ſuch amon} Te 
5 the Lord, at | 
ſpered whirhe SECT. L 


6, 7. Anddy 


- » s 

XPcTIeNCES, IFIUch is the degeneracy and deep Corruption of 
od of proipeefY ſome Mens Natures by ill Education: , bafe 
arge of the Li ompany, and long Cuſtom in Sin; that aban- 
0a mayſs prop oning and caſting away the bonds and reſtraints 
ver thou turnty,e right Reaſon, as well as Religion, they give 

. he full ſcope and Liberty to their Luſts and Paf 
oth this Trui;,ns, reckoning their chief happineſs to conſiſt in 
reformation Fe Gratification and SarisfaQtion of their Senſitive 
of Virtue anll ppetites. They affe& a ſoft, delicate, ſenſe- 
t of Kingdon leaſing Life, reckoning it the only real Heaven 
| ſuffrages boys be deſired and ſought by them ; and any other 
Let any Kinfjeaven beſide that, ro be meerlyBotional and 


hod, and froÞ,þ,nmaftick. This is the Element they defire to 
eir profperi | Ive 


' 
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live and ſport in, fitly deſcribed , 73. 3. 3. 
ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſnres. Hence it co! 
to paſs, that their Bodies ſerve only to be fra? 
for Meats and Drinks, and Channels for fil 
Luſts to ſtream through. In this ſtream tl 
Maſculine Agility melts away , and all pub 
Hopes and ExpeCations from them are cor: 
defeated and diſappointed. Appetite is the Ma 
and Reaſon the Slave. | 

Theſe Men (if it be fit to call them Men) h 
bid defiance to their own Reaſon, and denoun 
a War againſt their own faculties, as if Rea 
had licenſed and priviledged (which it never « 
nor can do) their worſe-than bruitiſh Luſts, to 
to the uttermoſt of their Abilities, without 
maſter of reſtraint over them. 


SECT. IL 
But notwithſtanding the preſent Captivit 
Reaſon under uſurping and domineering Li 
ſo long as it Hith a permanent and fixed Koot 
Principle in their Nature, 'tis poſſible it may 
cover its Throne and Empire over them ag 
as many an impriſoned King hath done, and j 
bably wonld do it in a very ſhort ſpace, if tt 
prejudices they have conceived againſt its 
vernmenrt, were bur once fairly confured and 
moved, which certainly is not hard to do. 
They are of Opinion, that the Laws of Re: 
ate too ſevere, ſtrift, and rigorous. That they 
much abridg them of their Pleaſures and Delig 
and that thg Government of Senſuality be 
more eaſy, Avourable and indulgent, is for | 
reaſon much more eligible and dfltrable. 
Whe 
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, Tit. 3. 3. 8 Whereasright Reaſon deſigns not the abandon- 
Tence it com g of all Pleaſures, but only the exchange of 
/ to be frainthhem, and that exchange every way to our great 
1els for filtadvantage. The only hurt or loſs (if this muſt 
s ſtream rha$e accounted ſo) any Man can ſuſtain by the ex- 
ad all publihange of Pleaſures made by Reaſon and Religi- 
m are toralſpn, is this, that they deſign for you the rational, 
e 15 the Maſtaprdinate, and congruous Delights, both of a Man, 
and of a Chriſtian, in lieu of the lower, baſer, and 
2m Men) havfjthy Pleaſures of a Beaſt, or a Devil. 
nd denounced They propoſe to you Rules about Pleaſures far 
 aS if Reaſqhnore ſafe and grateful, without any culpable ſe- 
h it never di erity or auſterity in them. Reaſon would only 
ſh Luſts, to al egulate and legitimate your Delights, and Reli- 
, without anſpion ſan#ify them , that you might much more 
purely and ſweetly enjoy them without either 
Yhame ariſing from their turpitude, or fear from 
their guilt. The Rules of both are large and in- 
dulgent enough , and keeping within their lines 


t Captivity &and limits, Men ſhall find ſuch generous, manly, 
ieering Luſt$and agreeable delights, as are no where to be en- 
xed Root anfjoyed without them. 

le it may i 

* them agai SECT. IL 

one, and pre | 

Pace, if tho} To make this evident, I ſhall poſtulate and 
ainft its Gy preſume but one thing, and that a thing ſo imme- 


to do. ked propoſal of it, it naturally and eaſily Jets it 
ws of Reaſdf felf into every Mans underſtanding, and WW foo- 
T hat they to® ner asks, but gains the Approbation of right Rea- 


able. 
Where That 
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That good which compriſcth and involveth the 
Honour, Profit, and Pleaſnre of the whole Man, w 
#s more congruous to Humane Nature , and. preſe1 
tive of it, is ro be preferred in our Eſtimation 
Choice to that which only yields a low?r degre 
Pleaſure, without Profit or Honour to the baſeſt par 
Man; and that low and tranſient Pleaſure it 
yield, attended and followed with many preſent 
future Miſeries, deſiruftive to the whole Man. 

The ſeveral parts of this complex Propoſir; 
caſt ſuch a Light and Glory round about thx 
that T cannot imagine , but as ſoon as it ſhall 
propounded to the Judgment and Cenſure 
ſound Reaſon, it muſt immediatly gain both 

probation and Applauſe. 

ut becauſe Reaſon in many Men is ſo 
clouded , and diſturbed by Luſts and Paſſio: 
that it can neither receive things orderly , 1 
judg of them truly and impartially : I conce: 
it needful to demand the Cenſure and Judgm: 
of their Reaſon upon the Particulars compri! 
in this general complex Propoſition , that 
weighing and examining them one by one, 
may try whether ſound Reaſon hath any val 
able Exception againſt any Part or Memt 
thereof. 


SE CT; IV, 


aÞ:-: I take it for granted, that no Mat 
eaſon will deny or demur to this Propoſitio 
hat Good is to be choſen, and Ewil to be avoid: 
For the will 1s naturally carried to that which: 
good, as to its proper Obje&, and ſhuns th 
which 15 Evil, And that 5s naturally good whic 
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s convenient, and agreeable to Nature; and that 
aturally Evil which is diſconvenient and hurtful 
to Nature. So that the choice of Good rather 
Eſtimation « Shan Evil, is the natural choice of the Will; and 
wer degree @ is choice of the Will is founded upon the Law 
—& aſeſt part ff Self-preſervation, without which the Creation 
eaſure it da ould quickly disband , and no particular being 
y preſent al ould be long preſerved. 
25-0 ! And not only the Will of rational Creatures 
: Propoſitior huſeth the Good, and refuſeth the Evil; but eve- 
| about ther®) ſenſitive Creature 15 endowed with a natural 
as it ſhall (Faculty to diſcern the one from the other in order 
1 Cenſure $0 he preſervation of their beings. You find it 
gain both it the ſmalleſt and moſt deſpicable 4nimals, and 
NE cannot deny 1t _ _ the nobleſt 
. and moſt excellent Being on Earth, except on] 
_ Þ bogs his Non-age, before he hath lived to hs —_ 
ts f Diſcretion. Children indeed in their Infancy 
_ = ceiyPave no knowledg to diſcern between Good and 
vil , Deur. 1. 39. But Men nor diſcerning Good 


otveth the tr 
le Man, whit 


and preſery 


= Judgme! Fom Evil, or chuſing Evil rather than Good, are 
+ os qmany degrees beneath Babes. 
by ons we. Secondly, Nor will Reaſon heſitate at all upon 


is Particular, That there are degrees of Goodneſ(; 

_ os Sur ound among Pleaſures and Delights ; ak _ 
than others. Every Life 1s not alike pleaſant and 
nappy.Todeny this,is to make the moſt deſpicable 
orm, or Fly, equally happy with the moſt ex- 
ellent Creature upon Earth. And beſide, for the 
,\Convittion of ſuch debauched Perſons, as I am 
ere arguing with, it will follow clearly from the 
enual of that truth, that they really gain nothing 
p themſelves by all their extravagant and licenti- 
us Courſes, there being altogether as much Plea- 
e and Felictty in a temperate, chaſt, and ſober 

| Lite, 


21at no Man 
Propofitio 
to be avoided 
hat whach-1 
1 ſhuns that 
good which 

ſh 
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Life, as there is 1n that beaſtly Life they live. 

their very departure from the way of Sobriety,t 
embrace the ways of debauchery, moſt clearf 
evinceth to the World, that they do not think 


Pleaſures equal, but that they do confidently e 
pe& to find more Pleaſure and Satisfa&tion if; 
the way that they chuſe , than they did in tf};+ 
way of Sobriety, which they have left and abaj 
doned. fy 
Thirdly, T cannot be ſo uncharitable to thin; 
but the Relicks of Reaſon in the moſt profligat;/ 
Perſon, will readily admis and grant, that wherf;e 
ever the good of Pleaſure , Profit , and Honour ml 
together, and joyntly conſpire to make the life of a Mall: 
more comfortable, and more durable upon Earth, thit;!, 
& much rather to be choſen, than a meer tranſiahe; 

gouch of ſeuſitive Pleaſure , accempanied with preſed 
regret, and followed with the Ruin of Eſtate, Namy, 
Honour, Soul, and Body. He that thinks otherwik; 
15 more fit for a Bed/am, than a rational and ſob. 
Confuration. Theſe things therefore I take fa 
granted, they being innate and ſelf-evident Not 7 
ons and Principles in al Men. h 
U 


CECT-V. . 


it 
The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God are cleaz] 
diſcernable in kaving ſuch Principles of Reafoi 
and common notices of Conſcience in Men aftd 
the fall , as prompt them naturally unto Juſtice 
Chaſtity, Temperance, and Sobriety, and do ftrugh}; 
gle within them to reſtrain them from, or recovt 
them out of their Immoralities, from which mank 
advantages do refult. Y 


Fd- 
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live. For hereby God is acknowledged all the World 
»briety, over, Men every where ſhewing by theſe things 
ſt clearfthe work of the Law written in their hearts, Row. 
t thinkg ,, 15. 
dently « Hereby Kingdoms and Commonwealths are 
faction | preſerved, this being, the common Bridle which 
1d in tYreftrains the outragious Luſts of millions of 
and aba:n, which elſe would turn the World into Con- 
fuſion, tho here and there ſome have ſlipt Bridle, 
to thinÞ:nd run into all exceſs of Riot. We juſlly admire 
profligatſ{he Providence of God in butting, bounding, and 
hat whetreſtraining the boiſterous Ocean by Mountains, 
nour MAfRocks and Sands; and as much is he to be admi- 
e of a Miſrod in curbing the inſatiable Luſts of Men by 
arth, thiftheſe innate Principles of Reaſon and Conſct- 
- rranſahence. 
ith preſed Hereby the way to Sin 1s in ſome meaſure 
te, Nam1rr'd and ſhut up, and the further progreſs of 
therwikKinners. aiready entered into it, ſtop'd and deni- 
and ſob$1. For Adtions done with regret, cannot be ſup- 
| take fa ofed to be done ſo frequently and furiouſly, as 
ent Nothf they were done without any regret; or that 
the way to Sin were ſmoothed to them with a 
full Conſent and Approbation of their whole ſelf. 
or moſt Sinners find 1n themſelves what Medca 
{id 
re clear Video meliora proboque, 
f Reaſon Deteriora [equer =enn—_— 
Men aft: 
o Juſtiq 
| do ftrug 
Ir TecCOVe 
ach mar 


hey both ſee and approve that which is better, 
ho they follow that which 15 worſe. 

In a word, theſe Relicks of Reaſon and Conſci- 
nce in Men, are fir handles to catch hold on, for 
he turning them about from Satan unto God. 
hen Paul reaſoned with Felix abour Temperance, 


Fog - C Righteouſnels, 
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Righteouſneſs, and Judgment to come, 
words laid hold upon theſe handles, and gave] 
ſuch a ſhake, that the Text ſaith, F-lix trem 
And oh ! that this Diſcourſe might take hold 
the Reaſon and Conſcience of every profane] 
der, and produce ſome more excellent and laf 
eftect upon his Soul. 


SECT YE 
Theſe notices and difates of Reaſon and ( 


ſcience in Men being ſo neceſſary and many 1 
beneficial to themſelves, as well as to the w 
Communnty ;- it muſt therefore be an horrid 
Jany to war againſt them, and by violence to 
preſs and enflave them to our own Luſt. 
This is.as if a Company of deſperate Ry 
ſhould atfault Innocent and Noble Travelley 
on the lawful Road, bind and gag their G 
whilſt they Rob and Proſtitute them. Thus 
bruitiſh Luſts, headed by the Devil, with the! 
ions of Men, travelling along the lawful] 
of Duty, under the condu&t of Reaſon and( 
ſcience. For this Villany it was thar the 
ſtle tells us, The wrath of God was revealed 
Heaven againſt the Heathens, who held thet 
in unrighteouſneſs, Rom. r. 18. They hat 
Light of Natural Reaſon and Conſcience in 


the inbred Notions of Good and Evil, wp © 
raiſed their hopes or fears according to the N} * 
and Quality of their Attions. , 

Conſcia mens ut cuique ſua eſt, ita concipit ant C 


Petfora pro fatto ſpemque merumqae ſno. | c 


- 


come , 
nd gave 
»lixe trem 
take hold 
profane] 
1t and laſ 


on and ( 
i many 1 
to the w 
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But their head-ſtrong boiſterous Luſts rudely and 
violently brake in upon Reaſon and Conſcience, 
impriſoned and bound them as Zed:kiah did the 
faithful Prophet Jeremiah for the diſcharge of his 
Duty to him. For this the Wrath of God was re- 
vealed from Heaven againſt them. And indeed we 
cannot wonder it ſhould be incenſed againſt them, 
as it will againſt all that a&like them. For into ſuch 


E 2 Sinas this, many direful Aggravations fall in to- 


gether to make ir a monſtrous and prodigious Sin. 

Here we find an high and cauſeleſs Abuſe of the 
nobleſt natural Faculties and Powers of a Mans 
own Soul. What harm have thy Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience done thee by ſtimulating and perſwading 
to Temperance , Chaſtity, and Sobriety, or by 
ſtrugling and ſtriving wirh thee to prevent both 
thy preſent and furnre Ruin? Do they lay their 
fiithful and loving Hands of reſtraint upon thee, 


"when they ſee thee running headlong into Deſtru- 


Gon? And do they deſerve for this, and no worſe 
than this, to be thus rrampled under foot and abu- 
ſed? Ask thy ſelf, Man, whether thou thinkeſt 
thy very Dog deſerves to be hanged for opening at 
midnight, and taking that thief by the throat who 
came to cut thine? And dareſt thou uſe thoſe noble 
Powers within thee, worle than thou wouldſt uſe a 
Dog ? Humanity would bluſh at ſuch an Aﬀion. 
Theſe vile Abuſes of thy Reaſon and Conſcience 
carry alſo in them an horrid contempt of God , 
whoſe Pateat, Officers, and Delegates thy Reaſon 
and Conſcience are. Thoſe certainly Sin with an 
high hand againſt the Lord, who make nothing to 
controu!, kick, and lay in Irons his Commiſſion- 
Oitcers, appointed for no other end, by their pre- 
ſent and future Felicity. Nay, 
_ Such 


Fri 


28 The Reaſonableneſs of 


Such Men as theſeare found in a plain Confa 
racy with the Dzvil, and that in a moſt unnatt 
and horrid Plot againſt thzir own Souls and Bod 
Their Light and their Luſts are ſtrugling tc 
ther. Sin and Conſcience are combating one wh 
the other ; the oneto deſtroy, the other to ſaveſz 
Man. Dareſt thou joyn with thy Luſts againſt 
light,and think not to be brought in asa Party, 
confederate with the Devil? The ſtopping off 
Mouth of thy Conſcience , fully proves both! 
Conſent and Concealment. And if proved ( 
{ent and Concealment make the 2 not a Party 
Acceſſary, it will be very ſtrange. 

Plutarch in his Book de Amicitia, relates a Stk 
of a Perſian, who ſcuffling in the dark with a 
cian, againſt whom he had a grudge, and not 
ing able to conquer him himlelf, called upon 
Friend,who ſtood by with a naked Sword read; 
ſtrike, but durſt not for fear of killing his Frig 
The Perſian crys out, Strike , ſirike , however 
frroke fall ; thruſt at an adventure; I care not ſo 
kill the Magician , tho thou kill him through my 
Boa). ; | 

Much ſo ſtands the caſe here with a little þj 
riation. Thou art furiouſly ſet upon the Enſ: 
ment of thy Luſts , nothing will quiet thee 
their Satisfa&tion. Thy Reaſon and Conſcidfc 
will oppoſe it,and ſtruggle hard with thee to w 
hold thee from them. But thou careſt not in 
rage of thine inſatiable Appetite, tho thy Re 
and Conſcience both fall in the Combare, ra 
than thy Luſts ſhould not be ſatisfied Oh, wþ 
Bruits! yea, what Monſters can Sin turn 
unto: 


( 
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lain Conf; 
oft unnaty SECT. 
Is and Bod 
ugling to Tf Men have not quite extinguiſhed both Reaſon 
1ng one mhd Conſcience by debauchery, and diveſted them- 
er to ſaveſſſyes of Humanity, one would think no Motion 
ts againſth Addreſs can poſſibly be made to them more fair, 
Sa Party, Ftional, and inoffentive than rhis, that they would 
»pping ofÞ pleaſed bur to confulr themſelves, and hearken 
ves bothy the native and unconſtrained Voice of their 
proved (rn Reaſon and Conſcience , before they engage 
a Party Semf{elves in matters of great Concernment, up- 
which both their preſent and eternal welfare do 
elates a St mend ; or if they are already engaged, yet at 
with a M&aft to lend an ear to what they have to offer for 
and notfeir recovery,before it be too late. 
led upon You are not here urg=d and preſſed to hearkens 
rord ready the Voices of your Enemies that hate you, or 
8 his Friþ the counſel and advice of meer Strangers who 
however how not your Aﬀairs; but to hearken to your 
we n0t ſofflives, to be your own Arbitrators and Judges, 


rough my draw up the Award with ah own hand. *Tis 


ſtrange and an hard caſe 1 ,and ſcarce to be 
ppoſed, that Men ſhould fall out with themſelves 
# ſuch a rate, that they had rather hear the Voice 
their morta] Enemy the Devil, and liſten to his 
dvice and Counſel , than to the Voice of their 
vn Reaſon and Conſcience, 
ſt not inf We all account it madneſs in Balaam to beat 
) thy Redbs innocent Als, and threaten to kill her for 
bare, raÞunning the Sword of the Angel that oppoſed his ' 
Oh, wþſlage in a ſinful and dangerous Expedition, Bur 
1 turn Mow many uſe both their Reaſon and Conſcience 
rorſe than Aſﬀles , becauſe they dare not go for- 
ad , and deſperately carry them 1nto the very 
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midſt of Dangers and Miſeries, which they plainh 
foreſee and warn them of? | i 

What Injuries have thy Reaſon or Conſcienc" 
done thee, Man ? What Aﬀeonts have they give.” 
thee? That thou wilt not ſuffer them to ſpeak of” 
offer one word, tho never ſo pertinent, ſeaſonabl; 
and neceſſary ? There is a Civility due from us t 
meer Strangers, yea, to Strangers of an inferiq 
Rank and Quality. The leaſt we can do, is ti 
g1ve them a patient hearing , « nd not interrup 
them whilſt they ſpeak nothing but what is ratiof 
nal, pertinent , and neceſlary , eſpecially if it þ 
to their own good and advantage. *'Tis ſtrang 
Men ſhould not think themſelves.as much obligeq 
to pay Civility and Reſpe& to their own Reaſc 
and Conſciences, as they daily pay to meer. Strax 
gersand Inferiors. Give them but a patient hea 
ing, and they will both tell thee : | 

We are thine appointed Guardians, and bave o 
Commiſſion from God to adviſe, direfF, and counſel thai © 
We are thy faithful and inward Friends; yea, we ai 
thine own ſelf, and the beſt and nobleſt part of thy ſe 
too, At our hands pill require thy Biood, ſhoulii 
thou periſh by our Silence or Treachery., We cannot | 
both Silent and Innocent, are bath in ſuch hazanl 
Don't abuſe us, and ſtop. our Mouths, for crying ouf 1, 
Stop Stop, when we ſee thee departing from the Paths 
Honeſty, Honour, and Safety, and taking the direft R 
#0 that Gulph of Miſery,. in which few, if any foot-figf , 
are found of ſuch as return again, that are far engagll . 
therein. 

Suffer us but fairly and friendly to expoſtulate ti 
matter with thee. What deſign can we have againſt th 
true Intereſt , whilſt thine and ours caunot poſſibly | 
oppoſite or dicjuni?, but one aud the ſame Intereſt. 
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| Well then, that which thy Reaſon-and Conſct- 
nce offers being ſo weighty, fair, and juſt, 
nd what thine own Intereſt plainly lies in, I will 
ot be ſo uncharirable, as to ſuppoſe thou wilt 
her refuſe to hear, or rejeCt what they have to 
y in the following Caſes and Debates. 
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, ons | profane Swearing ana Blaſphemiing the * 
ex Straa} Name of God: As alfo their Replies to ſe- 


ient heal veral Pleas offered in Defence or Excuſe 


thereof. 
' have oul j 
1nſel thul 
A, We ail 
ame SECT. I 
d, ſhould OD beſtowed on Man the Noble Faculty of 
cannot | Speech ( a peculiar Favour and Priviledg ) 


; hazamlf fg, two Ends and Uſes. (1.) That by the uſe of 
Ye Fa his Tongue he may glorify his Maker, and ſound 
nl Su — I forth the Praiſes of his Redeemer. (2.) That we 
feor-flig might thereby be able ro communicate our minds 
- # one to another in all our neceſſary and conveni- 
eng23 ent Intereſts and Conceraments , whether Civil 
1] or Religious. This Member, the Tongue , tho 
wate if (nal in-quantiry, is found to be mighty in efft- 
p_ F cacy; and whilſt it is kept under the Rule and 
oſſivly Mf Government of Grace, the words that drop from 
wars F | C 4 it 
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it are as Apples of Gold in Pi&ures of Silver, 
Gracious words are Bread to feed, and Water to 
refreſh the Souls of others. A ſanCtified Tongue 
iS as a Tree of Life. Converſion , Edification, 
and Conſolation, are the delicious Fruits of the 
Lips. 

But the Tongues of ſome Men break looſe from 
under all the Laws and Rules both of Reaſon and 


Religion, and ſerve only to vent the froth an(} 


filth which abounds in the heart, as in a Fountan 
of Pollution. For out of the abundance of the heart 


the mouth ſpeaketh, The Tongue moves lightly, | 


bur falls heavily ; it ſtrikes ſoft, but wounds deep, 
It would not ſpare Men of the higheſt Rank and 
Eminence, did not the fear of capital Puniſh 
ments teach ther. ſo mach Wit to keep thei 
Tongues in Priſon, that they may keep their 
Bodies out of Priſon. And tho for this reaſon 
they are afraid of making too bold with the 
Names of Men ; yet having no fear of God at all 
they fall upon his great and dreadful Name, 
roſhag it to and fro without any Reſpe&t or Re 
VErence. 

Auguſtus prohibited the common uſe of his 
Name, Jeſt it ſhould grow toa cheap and vile, by 
the common and needleſs uſing of it. The Name 
of Mercarius Triſmegiſtus was very ſparingly uſed, 
becauſe of the great Reverence the People had for 
him. The very Heathens were afraid to pronounce 
the Name of their great god, Demogorgon, as fear- 
ing the Earth would tremble when his Name was 
mentioned. How doth the Reverence of Heathen: 
to their falſe gods expoſe and aggravate the impu- 
dence of profeſſed Chriſtians in their vile Indigni- 
ties and Abuſes of the Great and Terrible Name 
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of the True God! Yea, they not only take 
up his Name vainly and rafhly into their 
Lips, but audaciouſly inſert it by a profane Oath 
into their common Talk, as that which gives 
the Grace, Lepor, and Ornament to their Diſ- 
courſes. Some have not been afhamed to fay , 
What pity is it that Swearing ſhould be a Sin, 
which gives ſo great a Grace and Ornament to 
Language ? 

SECS 

Swearing by the Name of God in a righteous 
Cauſe, when called thereto by due Authority, 1s 
not only a lawful,but a religious Att, founded up- 
on, and dire&ecd to the Honour of God's Omni- 
ſcience, whereunto there 1s a folemn Appeal made 
inevery afſertory and promiſſory Oath, and a re= 
ligious Acknowledgment made him of his infallt- | 
ble Knowledg of the Truth or Falſhood of our 
Hearts, and all the Secrets of them, be they nes 
ver ſo involved and inward things. 

The lawful uſe and end of Swearing, 1s to put: 
an end to all Strife, and to maintain both Equity 
and Charity among Men, the two Bonds and Li- 
gaments of Humane Society. Now it being the 
Soveraign Right and Property of God alone,infal- 
libly to ſearch and try the hearts and reins of 
Men, he thereby becomes the infallible Witneſs 
to the Truth or Falſhood of what they ſpeak ;: ſo 
that in every ſuch lawful Oath , there 1s not on- 
ly a ſolemn Appeal, and in that Appeal an Aſcrip- 
tion of Glory to his Sovereign Omniſc:ence ; 
bur therein (implicitely at leaſt) they put rhem- 


ſelves under his Wrath and Curſe , in caſe they 
C'q Sweas 
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Swear falſly, which makes this Action moſt ſacred 
and ſolemn. 

The deep Corruption of Humane Nature by 
the fall,makes theſe Appeals to God under.a Curſe 
neceſſary. For it is ſuppoſed , tho Men be falſcy 
and deceitful, yet there is ſome Reverence of; 
Deity, and fear of his Wrath and Curſe, lefr un 
extinguiſhed in their fallen Nature. So that Men 
will rather ſpeak the truth, ( tho to their own 
ſhame and loſs) than by invocating ſo glorious a 
Name in vain, put both Soul and Body under his 
Wrath and Curſe. By which it appears what an 
awful and ſolemn thing an Oath is; and that 
every good Man not only takes a lawful Oath 
with holy fear and trembling, becauſe of the So-f 
Jemnity of the Attion; but rather ought to chule| 
Death, than to Swear prophanely, becaule of the 
horrid Malignity of the AQtion. 


S ECT. HL 


ad 


The contumely and malignity found in pro- 
fane Oaths, appears in that terrible threatning, 
The Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh hy 
Name in vain ; a threatning altogether as Juft and 
Righteous, as it is Severe and Terrible. This Sig 
admirs of degrees of Guilt. *Tis highly finful to 
Swear by the Name of God lightly and vainly in 
our common Diſcourſes, tho the Oath be clip'd, 
and half ſuppreſs'd, or diſguiſed in the Pronup: 
cation of it, which argues ſome remains of feat 
and ſhame in the Sinner, 

"Tis yet worſe (and indeed not a jot below 
Blaſphemy ) to ſwear by any other Name, than 
the Name of God. For in ſo doing, they attti- 
bute 
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bute to a Creature the Sovereign and Incommu= 
nicable property of God, ſet that Creature in. the 
very Throne of God , and Inveſt it with the Re=. 
galities of his Omniſcience, to know our Hearts, 
and Almighty Power to avenge the wrong upon 
us done to himſelf, as well as ro Men by falſe 
ſwearing. 3) 

But to break in rudely and blaſphemouſly upon 
the Sacred and Tremendous Name of - God, with 
bold and full-mouth'd. Oarhs, ſtriking through 
his Sacred Name, with dire& contumelious 
Blaſphemies ; this argues an' heart from -which 
all fear of God is utterly expelled and ba= 
niſhed. | | 

Yet ſome there are grown up to that prodigt- 
ous heighth of Impiety, that they dare aſſault the 
very Heavens, and difcharge whole Volltes of 
Blaſphemies againſt that Glorious Majeſty which 
dwells there. They are nor afraid to bid deft- 
ance to him, and challenge the God that made 
them, to do his worſt. They deck and adorn (as 
they account it) thetr common Diſcourſes with 
bloody Oaths, and horrid Imprecations , not 
reckoning them Genteel and' Modiſh without: 
them. Ir conſiſts not with the greatneſs of their 
Spirits to be wicked at-the common rate. They 
are willing to let the World know, that they are 
none of thoſe puny, ſilly Fellows, that are afraid 
of inviſible Powers, or ſo much Cowards as to 
clip a full-mourh'd Oath, by ſapprefling, or whif- 
pering the Emphatical ſounding Syllable ; but 
think an horrid Blaſphemy makes the moſt ſweet 
and graceful Cadency umn their Helliſh Rhera- 


Tick. 


They 
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They glory that they have fully conquered all 
thoſe troubleſome Notions of Good and Evil, Vir- 
tue and Vice, Heaven and Hell, to that degree, 
that they can now Aﬀeront the Divine Majeſty to 
his very Face, and not fear the worſt he threatens 
in his Word againſt their wickedneſs. 

If there be a God (which they ſcarce believe) 
they are reſolved audacioufly ro provoke him to 
give them a convincing Evidence of his Being, 
And if he be (as they are told he is) rich in Pas 
tience and Forbearance , they are reſolved to try 
how far his Patience will extend, and what load 
of wickedneſs it is capable to bear. 

If their Damnation be not yet ſure enough, 
they will do their utmoſt to make it ſure, by 
breaking down the only Bridg whereby they can 
eſcape Damnation; I mean, by trampling under 
their feet the precious Blood and Wounds of the 
Son of God, and imprecating the Damnation of 
Hell upon their own Souls, as if it ſlumbred too 
long, and were too ſlow-pac'd in its motions to- 
wards them. I am of Opinion, there are few 
Chriſtians to be found on Earth, crying ſo often, 
Lord, pardon, Lord, ſave me, as ſome Wretches a- 
mong us cry, ( Horreſco referens!) God damn me, 
the Devil take me. . 

Herein they ſeem to envy the happineſs of the 
Devils, and damned Wretches in Hell, and en- 
deavour (as one ſpeaks) to ſnatch Damnation out 
of Gods hands before the time , as if they could 
not be ſoon enough among their roaring and 
howling Companions in the midiſt of the everlaſt- 
ang burnings. But, why ſuch haſte to be per- 
fe&ly miſerable? The very Devils themſelves de- 
precate Torments before ther time , tho you 
Un Precate 
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;mprecare them. Your nuſery makes haſte enough 
towards you ; you need not quicken 1t, or thus 
run to meet It. | 

Iam perſwaded, rhatif the Bars of the Bottom- 
leſs Pit were broken up,and Devils ſhould afcend 
in Humane Shapes, none among them would be 
found haſtning upon themſelves the fulnefs and 
compleatneſs of their Miſery as you do. *Tis a 


EF Truth, though a ſtrange one, That it is much 
_ Beafier to find, than imagine men upon Earth 


profeſſing Chriſtian Religion, yet in ſome re- 

ſpe&t ſunk below the wickedneſs of the Diabol:- 
cal nature, by making Damnation both the Sub- 
jet of rheir Drollery, and the obje&t of their 
very wiſhes and defires. Some greater Maſters of 
our Language, may more lively and emphatically 
expreſs the horrid nature of this Sin ; but excuſe 
me, Reader, if I believe no Words or Thoughts 
can meaſure the heighth or depth of thismonſtrous 
Abomination. 


SE C'T.-F*, 


Such contumelious Language as this (eſpecial- 
ly when grown modiſh and common) cannot but 
be a moſt high and dreadful provocation of God, 
and ſuch an one as will certainly bring down his 
deſolating vengeance , notonly upon the heads of 
blaſphemers themſelves, but upon the States and 
Kingdoms that connive at, or tolerate them. We 
read Zech. 5. 2, 3, 4. of aflying Roll-full of Cur- 
ſes, the length thereof twenty Cubits, and the 
breadth thereof ren Cubits, which ſhall enter in- 
to the houſe of the Swearer,remain inthe midſt of 
his Houſe, and conſume it with the Timber and 
Stones 


q ft 
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Stones thereof, Blaſphemy and prophane ſwear: 
ing are like Barrels of Gunpowder laid under th 
Foundation of many great and noble Familig 
many of which are already blown up, and lai 
in ruins by this Sin, and many more ready ty 
follow, as ſoon as the Juſtice of God ſhall give fir 
to 17. 

And (comparatively ſpeaking) it were happy 
if the miſchief ended here; bur alas ! it cauſe 
God to commence a quarre] with the whol: 
Land, Hof. 4. 2,3. And becauſe of Oaths the Lnd 
moarneth. You find in J1/a. 38. what it was that 
brought that unparalleJPd deſolation upon that fa- 
mous and flouriſhing City Jeruſalem, and the whole 
Land of Judah: For Jeruſalem is ruined, and Ja 
aah is fallen, becauſe their tongues and their doing: 
are againſt the Lord, to provoke the eyes of hit 
glory. 

But alas ! Scripture-threatnings ſignifie ſcarce 
ſo much with theſe men, as the PrediC&tions of the 
Weather in an A/manack; and which is ſtrange to 
confider, the very execution of Scripture-threat- 
nings before their eyes,will not terrifie them from 
this inhumane wickedneſs : Even theſe alſo are 
Jaughed to ſcorn, or eaſily forgotten. 

Oh ! that God would ſer it home with power 
upon the Spirits of all that are in Power, to take 
ſome ſpeedy and 'effetual courſe ro remove this 
decurſed thing, 'this iniquity to be puniſhed by the 
Fudge; one (and a chief one too) of'thoſe direfal 
provocations of Heaven,to which we owe a ſpect 
al part of our Nationalinfelicity at this day. We 
all acknowledge, that all proſperity and ſucceſs 
depends upon God : If ſo, Reaſon will ſubſume, 
that It mi be therefore the intereſt of _—_ 
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ind Commonwealths to prevent and reſtrain thoſe 


impicties, which ſo audaciouſly provoke and in- 
As much 1s this their duty and. 


offences of his Royal Maſter, the King, upon 
whoſe Favour, his Honour and Preferment de- 
pends. Or as it is the duty of the Owner, to keep 
in thar Ox which is uſed to goring; or cover that 
pit into which ſome have, and others of his Fa- 
mily are like to fall; Or carefully and ſpeedily to 
remove that Gunpowder which his enemies have 
placed under rhe foundation of his houſe to blow 


.Jitup. Both Reaſon and Experience will inform 


the Rulers of this World, That profeſſed Rebels to 


.| the God of Heaven, are never like to make uſeful 


Subje&s in the Kingdoms of men. 
SE CT, * 


Till publick Juſtice lay hold upon ſuch Offen- 
ders, let us try what cloſe reaſoning may effe& for 
"Tis hard to imagine, that 
men of Senſe ſhould ſo generally and'ſo far en- 
oage themſelves in this Courſe of prophane ſwear- 
ing, and have nothing at all to ſay for themſelves. 

If they have no reaſon at all to offer in juſtifi- 
cation, or excuſe 'of what they do, they a@ the 


bruits, not the men, and are ſe]f-condemned al- 
ready. = ' 
"Tis a queſtion with me, whether the Soul of 


man on this fide Hell can ſink fo far into the na- 
ture of a Devil, as to fin becauſe he will fin, or 
to engage himſelf in a Courſe of Sin, without any 
reſpett at all to ſome carnal intereſt, either of Pro- 
fit, Pleaſure or Honour. © ' © © _ 
"he 
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The 7h:ef hath a viſible Temptation of Gain to 
allure him, or pinching Neceflity to induce him, 
The Lyar is drawn in to commit that ſecond Sin, 
to cover the ſhame and turpitude of a former. 
The Adulterer promiſeth himſelf Pleaſure in the 
ſatisfa&tion of his Luſts. And though men ge- 
nerally ſtand amazed to think what that Tempta 
tion ſhould be which prevails upon the Swearer, 
yet doubtleſs ſomething there is he hath to plead 
in excuſe and extenuation of his Fault. Whatſo- 
ever it be, let it be produced and weighed 1 the 
ballance of right Reaſon; waleat quantum wal 
poteſt , let it have its due value and conſideration 
And could I imagine any thing more likely to be 
their inducements, than what I ſhall here ment; 
on, I would not conceal them. There are only 
four things that can fall withinthe compaſs of my 
imagination pleadable by them, when ſeriouſly 
charged with the evil of the FaCt. 

1. Some of them will haply tell us, that they 
would not ſwear as they do, if they could gain 
credit to what they ſay without it ; but the incre- 
dulity of others provokes them to add ſo many 
Oaths to their ſingle Affirmations. 

2. Others of them will tell us, they only ſwear 
in their paſſion, when provoked by injuries rece- 
ved from others ; and if men did not wrong them, 
they would not wrong God as they do. 

- 3: Some will plead, that Swearing 1s become 
modiſh, the Badge and CharaCter of a Gentleman, 
that it gives them reputation among men of their 
own rank and quality, and that they ſhall be look 
ed upon as ſneaking fools, unfit for the Company 
of Gentlemen,ifthey could notdiſcourle with them 
in this Dialect. 

4. And 
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4. And ſome will confeſs the Prattice 1s evi), 
but that they have gotten ſuch an ill habir, and 
the Sin 1s become fo cuſtomary with them, that 
many times they know not whether they ſwear 
or NO. 


[ cannot imagine, -nor (I think) they them- 
ſelves, whatelſe is pleadable in excuſe or extenua- 
tion of this horrid Sin : Let theſe that are produ- 
ced have a fair tryal at the bar of Reaſon, and car- 
ry your ſelves towards this Sin for ever hereat- 
ter, according to that righteous verdict your 
ſelves ſhall now be forced to paſs upon it. 


SE CF. TE 
To begin with the firſt Plea; You fay, you 


would not ſwear as you do, could you gain cre- 
dit to your words without it. Weigh this queſti- 
on in the upright balance of thine own Reaſon, * 
whether any wiſe or ſober man in the world, will 
find himſelf ever the more obliged to believe what 
you ſay, by the addition of blaſphemous Oaths 
and Imprecations, to your plain and ſimple Athr- 
mations and Negations. I cannot think that you 
your ſelves would give the more credit to any 
man that ſhall profeſs his fincerity to you,by find- 
ing him in that his very Profeſſion falſe and trea- 
cherous to his God. Say, Reaſon, doft not thou 
take this for a ſure truth, That he who makes no 
conſcience of being true to God, will nzver make 
much conſcience of being falſe to men ? For what 
s that which gives any man's words reputation a- 
mong wiſe and ſober men, butthe ſuppoſition of 
bis integrity and conſciencious fear of his _ 
an 
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and guiſe? Take away that, and with it you take 
away the credibility of all his Reports and Afﬀfirmi. 
ions. 

IF T look upon the perſon that ſpeaks, as a man 
of integrity and conſcienſcious tenderneſs, I have 
a ſufficient ordinary ſecurity of the truth of what 
he ſaith. Burt if I look upon him as a man of a 
proſtitute and ſeared Conſcience, that dares ven- 
rure upon any ſin; a man in whom there 1s no 
awe of God to produce veracity in his words; 
then my Reaſon preſently concludes, that where 
there 15no Truth, there ought to beno 7ruf? : For 
Truth is the very ground-work and foundation 
of Truſt. Now what truth can we ſuppo/e tobe 
left in that man, that ſticks not vpon any trivial 
occaſion to break aſunder all the obligations of ; 
Creature to his Creator ; together with all the 
bonds of kindneſs his great and beſt BenefaQr 
hath bound him withall, and without any the leaf 
Injury he can pretend his God hath done him, to 
fly in his very face with the moſt contumelious 
Language ? Can we ſuppoſe any truth to be 
in, or any truſt to be due to ſuch a man a 
this? 

Good men and bad are thus contradiſtinguiſh 
ed, Eccl.g. 2. Him that ſweareth, and he that feareth 
an oath. A conſcientious man 1s ſo afraid of an 
Oath, that he would rather chuſe to die than 
iwear ſome kind of Oaths: And though he be 
ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs of an Oath in general 
and of the matter of that Oath he ſweareth in par- 
ticular; yet an holy awe and fear of God fills his 


heart, when he ſwears lawfully and neceſlarily, 


leſt he ſhould fail in the manner of it, by not gi- 
ving that due reverence to the Name of _ 
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 Iwhich ſo. ſacred and folemn an AQtion re- 
; quires. 


But from prophane ſwearing and blaſpheming 
the Name of God, every mans Reaſon may juſtly 
ind plai :'y infer this Concluſion ; That the fear of 
God is not in that man's heart: And where there 
isno fear of God, what truth can be ſuppoſed in 
him, or What truſt can be due to his Words or 
Oaths * but the more he ſwears, {till the leſs rea- 
ſon all wiſe men have to believe him. AndIam 
ſure. the credulity of Foolsadds little reputation to 
him. This Plea therefore for prophane Swearing, 
s altogether ſham'd, bafled and caſhiered by the 
common Reaſon of Mankind. 


S E-C, T. - VIL 


Call therefore. ta the Bar of Reaſon, the ſecond 
Plea or Apology for prophane Swearing. 


Tou ſay, you ſwear not, unleſs provoked by injuries 
men have done you. 


This is ſo weak a Plea for ſo great a Sin, that I 
wonder men are not aſhamed ro bring it into the 
Court of Reaſon. This is the true ſenſe and 
ſtrength of it : My enemy hath abuſed me, there- 
fore I'll avenge the wrong my enemy hath done 
me, upon my beſt Friend and BenefaQor. I chal- 
lenge you to give but the colour or the ſhadow 
ofa ſound Reaſon, why upon any abuſe you have 
received from men, you ſhould fall ſo injurioufly 


upon th Name of God, who never abuſed or 1n- 


jured you, ſince he gave you a Being, but hath 


always done, you gaod, Tell me, Man, (if hae 
ave 
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have the Reaſon of a man in thee) what wrong 
hath God done thee ? Wierein hath he injured 
thee, that thou thus wreakeit thy revenge upon 
him ? If an enemy have affronted yon, Reaſon 
would tell you. you ought not to take revenge: 
for it, upon your Friendl and beſt BenefaQr, 
Have you none but God to abuſe, when men a- 
buſe and injure you ? Can your Reaſon compro- 
bate and allow ſuch an AZttion as this ? Satan in- 
ſtigates the corruptions of men to injure you,and 
you fly in the face of God for it, whole Laws fe 
verely prohibit ſfach Attions, and will avenge the 
injuries done unto him. Speak no more there 
fore for ever in the way of excuſing the horrid 
ſinfulneſs of this fat againſt God, upon the ac- 
count of injuries done thee by thy Fellow-Crea- 
ture. The Caſe is phinly determined, and caſt 
over the bar of Reaſon with contempt and abhor- 
Tence. 


SECT. YM 


Come we next to your third Excuſe or Plea; 
That Swearmg ts become w041ſh,and gives you's Repu- 
tation among men of your own Rank and Quality, and 
that you ſhall be looked upon as ſneaking fellows, unfit 
for the Society of Gentlemen, if you ard not diſcourſe 
with them m their own Dialett. 


This Apology for Sin is of no late date : Sa/- 

Vian mentions it as far back as his own Time; 

prophane perſons then * thus 

" Malisfſe co- pleaded for themſelves, That they 

guntur, ne vi= were compelled to be evil, leſt 
tes habeautur. they ſhould he accounted vile. 

Whether 
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Whether there be any weight in this Apology 
for Swearing, will quickly appear, now it 1s to 
be laid in the ballance of true Reaſon. 

r. And firſt of all, let us conſider what makes 
1 true Gentleman, and whether prophane Swear- 
ing have any place in his true 
CharaQer and Deſcription. A 
Gentleman is one that ſprings 
from famous and renowned An- 
ceſtors,and degenerates not from 
their Probity and Honour, + 

This 1s the man whom the 
Latins call Generoſws, and we a Gentleman. Be- 
cauſe we ſuppoſe a man of ſuch an Extra&tion and 
Education more Gentle, affable, and condeſcend- 
ing to Inferiors, and to keep a ſtricter govern- 
ment over his Tongue and Paſſions, than rude 
Plebeans are wont to do. Upon this account the 
Poet rightly obſerves; 


+ Gezeroſrs, n0- 
bilis, cx pracla- 
r0 genere ortus, 
qui a genere n0n 


A, eftett it. 


Quo major eft quiſquis, magis eft placabilis ira, 


Et Faciles mots mens generoſa capt. 


Men of Gentee! Extraction and Education, are 
Perſons whoſe Paſſions are ſuppoſed to move more 
gently than other mens : And if at any time they 
be moved diſorderly, yet are they more placable, 
and ſooner reduced, than thoſe of ſordid and ba- 
ſer Spirits are. 

"'TisVertue which raiſes and ennobles Families 
at firſt : for omnis ſanguis congolor, all Humane 
Blood is derived from, and equally tainted by 4- 
aam. Nobler and Baſer Blood is an after Diffe- 
rence, made by Virtue and Vice among men. 
And as Virtue firſt ennobled and raiſed ſome Fa- 
milies 
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milies above others, ſo it will ſtill continue the [; 
of Honour 1n their Poſterity : And as their | 
rues ſhall encreaſe, ſo will their Honour propy 
tionably do. 

The Caſe truly and plaialy ſtanding thus, } 
morally impoſſible ro make Debauchery the pr 
per Badge and CharaQter of Gentility. For m 
of Eminency above the Vulgar, are more 
bliged than they to ſhun all bat! and ſordid A 
ons: And as therr Honour jncreaſeth, ſo doth: 
obligations to Temperance and Sobriety 
creaſe and ſtrengthen upon them proporti 
nably. 

'T'was therefore a right and rational Obſt 
tion of H:i:rome, I fee nothing deſirable in Nobj 
(ſaith he) but this, that ſuch men are bound by at 
tain kind of neceſſity, not to degenerate from, or fl 
the glory and honour of ther renowned Anceſhi 
And the Reaſon is ſtrong and evident. For V 
tue being that which firſt differenced their Blot 
from others, they are obliged by all the vah 
they have for the honour of rhejr Blood and F 
milies, to ſhun thoſe Vices which {tain that h 
nour and dignity. And what Vice can diſhono 
and debaſe them more,than prophane Swearing 
For if the .77ms of many Noble Families ha 
been reverted for Treaſon againſt the King ;t 
irrational to imagine, that Treaſon againſt ti 
King of Kings, ſhould add a new mark of h 


nour: And what is Blaſphemy bur Treaſon 


gainſt God ? "Tis plain then from the true Ri 
and CharaCter of a Gentleman, prophane Swea 
_ Ing neither firſt raiſed, nor can preſerve and col 
rinue, but rather blotsagd expoſes their Repurat 
on and Honour. 

| 2. Thou 
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2. Though I am moſt willing to pay a becom- 
ing deference to all Perſons of Noble and Genteel 
Extra&tion,yet in faithfulneſs to their true honour, 
7 am here obliged to ſay, (and in faying it, I can 
offend no man that hath a true ſeaſe of honour) 
that their natural Deſcent can never give them ſo 
much- honour, as the Vices I am here cenſuring 
will refle& 1ignominy and diſhonour upon them. 
To be a flave of Satan,and your own luſts,is ſuch a 
mark of infamy, asall the honourable and illuſtri- 
ous Titles in the world can never cover. It is 
better to riſe by Vertue to Honour, from con- 
temptible Parents, than by Vice and prophane- 
neſs to grow contemptible from honourable Pa- 
rents. 'T'is your honour to have many Servants at 
your command, obſequioully attending a nod of 
your head, or a beck of your finger : but ak your 
own Reaſon, Gentlemen, whether it be not a 
greater diſhonour for you to attend as obſequiouſ- 
ly your ſelves upon every beck and nod of Satan, 
and your own luſts. 

Were your Natural Birth once ennobled by the 
New-Birth, you would be more than thrice ho- 
nourable : Grace would make you more 1illuſtri- 
ous, than your natural Extra&tion doth or can do. 
Or if Morality (which is far inferior to that ho- 
nour, and for which, Heathens themſelves have 
been renowned in the Pagan world) did but adorn 
and beautifie your Converſations, though it can- 
not entitle you to Heaven, or ſecure to you the 
glory of the world to come, yet it would make 
you ſhine in the eyes of men in this World, and 
taking its advantage from your honourable Extra- 
tion, make you differ from perſons of an inferior 


rank, as Stars of a greater magnitude and luſtre. 
I hope 
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I hope ,Gentlemen valuing themſelves upon th Yeo 
honour, will not be offended at a ſharper invet[Gert 
than this, againſt thoſe Vices that darken and{n6ble 
clipſe their honour, both in the eyes of God; fotie 
well as in the judgment of all wiſe and gaifto bi 
men. indee 
3- Suppoſe what you fay tobe true, that ſon rrany 
prophane Gentlemen ſhould ſcoff and deride yl Chrit 
for your ſober Carriage, and decorous Languagey a 
(rhings which ought to be inſeparable from tif (bat 
Gentility)T- would in this caſe appeal to youronll here 
Reaſon, why you ſhou!d nor enjoy your ow IT: 
pleaſure in as full latitude and liberty, as theydhy n 


theirs ? They delight in the Dialect of D-vilf Hou 
you in pure and inoffenſive Language. If thel are / 
will drink the pudled Waters, and you refuf The 
them for the pure Criſtal Str2zams, you have if Exee 
be ſure as much reaſon (and a thouſind tindl Sin « 
more) to aflert your liberty to be vertuous, thall theit 
they have (or can pretend to have) a priviledyf that 


to be vicious. 

And it they will be offended with you for thi 
their offence 1s groundleſs in themſ-:lves, and wi 
be greatly advantagious to you. For you net 
not doubt but you may find better Company th 
theirs any wherecn this fide Hell. Iremember thi 
rational and excellent Apology, which Terrrllin 
made for the Chriſtians in his time again{t th 
Gentiles : © Wherein (faith he) do we offend you} men, 
* if we will not partake with you in your Dif $! 
** lights ? If we ſuſtain any damage by ſuch ou} the\ 
* refuſil, the injury can be only our own. Weil foe 
* rej=& your Pleaſures, and you are not delighted] ind 
** With Ours. Fer 
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You will ſhew your ſelves true and worth 
Getitletien in abandoning and reje&ing (upon ſo 
noble an account as this) all further unneceſſary 
Society with ſuch Gente:/-men ; for ſo they deſerve 
to be called, rather than Gentcmes. They boaſt 
indeed the honour of their Blood, whilſt they 
trample the precions and invaluable Blood of 
Crit under their feet : They boaſt their Eminen- 
& above the Vulgar, whilft mean time they 
kbour vilely to debaſe him that. ſer them 
there. | | 

I am fure there's not a Devil in Hell, bur is 


 they(by nature of a more honourable and illuſtrious 
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Houſe, than the proudeſt of Blaſphemets. They 
re Angels by Nature, though Devils by Praftice. 
They have little reaſon to boaſt of their Original 
Excellency, which now aggravares their miſery. 


| Sin darkened their luſtre, degraded them from 


their Natural Dignity ; and fo it will do theirs alſo, 
thar imitate Devils in their Blaſphemy and' Ma- 
Iignity againſt God. 

q\ It may ds eaſily be proved as afferted, That 
to make Curſirtg, Swearing and Blaſghemins, the 
Bdges and* Charafteriſtical marks OFa true Gen- 
teman, 1s the fouleſt blot and mark of infamy, 
which the malice of their Enemies can deviſe to 
pts info; their Eſcirtcheons ; ahd fuch' an affront, 
5: ottphr ro be highly reſenred by all true Gentle- 
men, 

Should the moſt malicious Enemy you have un 
the wotld ſee an Herald to deviſe a mark of Infatny 
for your Coars of rms, to make you ridiculous 
id a by-word athong the people, he could ne- 
fer dſhonour you at that rate you this way diſho» 
nour your ſelves. | 

N For 
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For if Debauchery beboth aſſerted and allow 
to be the true Badge of Genrihity, then your om 
Reaſon will infer, that all the Ancient Epithetzq 
Gent:lity ought thereupon to be altered. An 


would thoſe Gentlemen, think you, take it well, of 


have the Titles and Epithets of Ingenuonas, Worth 
Honourable, and Noble, changed into Curſing, Swe 
inz, Damming, Blaſpheming Gentlemen ? You canny 
bur ſee the onda of both ; It therefore ya 
will adopt and wear the latter, you muſt eit 
caſhier and renounce the former, or try to mak 
the former conſiſtent with the latter, which Tn 
ſure the moſt ingenious among you. will find x 


hard task to do. 


5. I humbly beg leave to propound one pla 
blunt Queſtion to you, Gentlemen. The matte 
of it 15 too rational to. be rejefted, and let thi 
make atonement for the blunt manner of its pre 


poſal. And the Queſtion is this. 


Qu. Whether your Reaſon and Conſcience be fu 
ſatisfied, thag, when you die (as you know you ſhorh 
mmſt) you then appear before the Fudgment-ſe 
of God, in the quality and charafter of Gentlema 
Do you werily think you ſhall find the more favm 
there, for the ſake of your Noble Deſcent, and Honow- 
able Extrafion, or that your Gentility ſhall make a 
atonement for all your impiety ? 


I am perſwaded, Gentlemen, you do not, you 
cannot think ſo. You know you muſt appea 
before that God, with whom there is no reſpet 
of perſons: a God that will certainly damn th: 
1mpenitent Blaſphemer. The man muſt - 
redly 
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redly go to Hell, r Cor.6.9, 10. and if the mar 
be damned, certainly the Gentfeman is in a bad 
Caſe: 


'.6. Ina word, I am paſt all doubt, and ſomay 
you too, that this gentee] mode of Swearing, 
Drinking and Whoreing, which hath ſpread ſo 
far in the preſent infamous Age, into Proteſtant 
States and Kingdoms,is the very Spirit and ſtrength 
of a Popijþ Plor, Subrilly proge&ed, and induſtri- 
ouſly managed for their effeCtual reduCtion to Pe- 
pery. 

For nothing in the world can reconcile men to 
Popery, yea, and even endear them to it, like 
Debauchery. Under Popery, Gentlemen may come 
up to the rates of coſtly Pardons and Indulgences, 
for their greateſt Sins: They may give themſelves 
liberty ro wallow in prophaneneſs all the days of 
their life. They may give their luſts the utmoſt 
ſcope and liberty, and yet have a plenary Pardon 
when they die. So that they need not abridge 
themſelves of any ſinful liberty, or boggle at the 
loudeſt Blaſphemy, whilſt they have that in their 
Pocket to ſtill and quiet ſomething that grumbles 
in their Boſom. Do you not ſee, Gentlemen, the 
narural tendencies of theſe things? Does not 
Debauchery look like a Shooing-Horn to Po- 
pery. 

Beſides, Gentlemen, the Devil and the Pope are 
confederates in a farther deſign upon you ; andif 
their deſign hit, they hope to win by Power what 
they may miſs by Policy ; and that by the very 
fame method of corrupting and debauching Per- 
ſons.of eminent Rank and Quality, in Proteſtant 
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, For (as # 
D 2 * Learn= 
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* Lauren. Humphredus. de * Learned man in Quew 
Nobilitate, p. 64. Elizabeths Days righth 
obſerved); Theſe an 
Qui publicts rebus inter- the men eſpecially in 
funt-& praſint, niſi viri_tereſted in the public 
fummi. ac nobiles ? Quits '1 Afﬀairs of Kingdony 
Senatu prait, in. foro pra- Theſe repreſent th 
frdet ? principes ſane viri& People in Parliamens 
nobiless Quis juber, vetat, Theſe make their Law 
#, ſatagit e Quit werſar adminiſter the Govern 
wvolvit omnia? Quis le mentin Peace and Wy, 
ges fingit & refingit? Quis Totheir hands are com 
in pace-Rempublicam, con- mitted the great con- 
tra hoftes bella aghninifirat, cerns of Nations. Thek 
praterquam- wviri nobiles ? aresheythar fill the Seay 
| of. publick Judicature, 


C, 
If Gentlemen therefore by this means be gens| 


rally.corrupted and infetted. by. Debauchery, ther 
influence and example is likely to infeCt thy 
greateſt part of the Body-Politick , and eitha 
make thepeople eafily- pliable to the charms and 
court{hips of Popery-, for the Reaſon befor 
mentianed, or {ſo befor their excellent Parts, and 
enervate their Mafculine Courage, that they ſhall 
fall an eafie prey to their (otherwiſe) weak and 
deſpicable Enemies. 
And certainly, Gentlemen, we have all cauſ 
to reckon this Plot very far advanced, when, we 
ſhall ſee Nebauchery every where made the Badge 
of Gentility,; and Chaſtity, Temperance and Sc 
briety, become the marks and noyes of Infamy. 
When Civility it ſelf ſhall be hiſs'& with-deriſien 
aut of ſomeGentlemens Company; and the:more 
. temperate and ſober any man.is, by-ſo much the 
leſs fit to be a Gentleman's Companion. 

| By 
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By this'time I hope you are convinced, that true 
Gentility is noenzmy to Sobriety, nor Debauche 
ry the Chara&er of Genrility; and will at leaft 

ardon, if not thank me, for endeavouring this 
way to ſecure the true honour of ſome, whilft T 
rationally argue down the Vices and Follies 'of 
others. This Plea for Debauchery, you fee hath 
the ſame fare rhe former had, and deſerves never 
to be mentioned more. 


SE CT. 1X 


_ 


There is but one Plea more, and that as 
filly and irrational as aty of the former; And 
that is, 


The cuſtom and habit of Swearing, which you ſay 
hard to be broken. This Sin is become ſo cuſtomary to 
,mn, that now you ſcarce note or obſerve it it. your 
ehves. 


That there may be Truth in the Matter of this 
Plea, I neither deny nor doubr; bur thar it is a 
rational and allowable Plea, will never be gran- 
ted by your own Reaſon. The thing you fay 
may be true; for we ſometimes find that when 
you are taxed for Swearing, you will pre- 
ſently ſwear that you did. not ſwear; and 
curſe him to his face, that accuſes you for 
Curſing. : | 

Bur pray, Gentlemen, make your own Reaſon 
judge, whether Cuſtom be a valid and allowed: 
Plea tor prophane Swearing and Curling, Say, 
Reaſon, wilt thou allow that one of the higheſt 
aggravations of vin, 1s pleadable in thy _ 
3 or 
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for the excuſe or extenuation of it ? Wilt thay 
give it under thy hand, that the man is the leh 
guilty, becauſe the more wicked ? Dareſtthout, 
warrant 1t, that God will take the leſs notice 
the wrongs men do him, becauſe they are uſe 
and accuſtomed ſo to wrong and abuſe him ever 
Hour in the day? If your Reaſon can allow and 
warrant this, I muſt ſay it is different, yea, and 
oppoſite to the common Reaſon of Man 


Say not, I make my own Reaſon the Rule and 
Standard of yours or ether mens. For I argue 
here (as I have done all along before) upon th 
common Top:cks and Maxims of Reafon, generally 
allowed all the World over by Mankind. If; 
PraCtice be evil, the oftner it is repeated, the more 
fill it is aggravated. | 

To beplain and faithfal with you, Gentlemen, 
if it be your cuſtom to blaſpheme, 'tis God's cu- 
ſtom to damn Blaſphemers. If you uſe to be 
drunk and unclean, God uſes to puniſh Drunk 
2xds and Adulterers (if impenitent and unrefor- 
med) with his everlaſting wrath. 

And when you are cited (as ſhortly you mult 
be) before the awful Tribunal of the great, the 

juſt, and the terrible God, ask but your elves 
whether ſuch a Plea as this, be like-to excuſe you 
in whole or in part, and take off the heinouſneſs 
of theſe horrid Impieties ? Will your prophane 
Oaths, and direful Execrations and Imprecations, 
be excuſed in the leaſt degree, by telling Jum, 
Lord,I was fo accuſtomed to blaſpheme thy Name, 
Curſing, Swearing and Damning were ſo familiar 
Language in my Lips from day to day, that I had 
quite loſt the ſenſe of the Attion, as well as 6 
ene 
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the evil thereof; and therefore, Lord, pity, ſpare 
and have mercy on me : O damn not my ſoul to 
thine everlaſting wrath. For though I have im- 
precated it upon my ſelf, yet frequent cuſtom ar 
ſength extinguiſhed all my ſenſeand conſcience of 
the evil thereof, till at length I could play with 
a direful imprecation as an harmleſs thing ; nay, 
thought ir an ornament and grace to my Speech, 
2 gallant Expreſſion alamode the Times and Pla- 
ces I lived in. 

Is not this as good a Plea, and not a jot better 
than that of a MalefaQtor upon his TTyal for Life 
and Death; when Thefr or Robbery have been 
evidently and ſubſtantially proved upon him, and 
the Judge demanderh what he hath to iay for him- 
ſelf, why Sentence of Death ſhould nor _ 
upon him ? Mercy, my Lord, Mercy, cries he ; 
for I have been ſo uſed and accuſtomed to filching 
and thieving from my Youth up, that for ſome 
years before I was apprehended, every ones Goods 
and Cattel ſeemed to me to look like my own; 
ſo that I ſcarce knew when I ſtole, and when I 
did not. 

And thus, Gentlemen, you have heard a is 
Tryal of the Sin of prophane Swearing and Im- 
precations of Damnation, and you have heard 
the verdi&t of your own Reaſon and Conſcience 
upon the Caſe. The Lord help you to break off 
and reform that ſin, for which there is not one 
word of Apology or excuſe now left in your 
Mouths. 

Let me cloſe all I have to ſay upon this head 
with one plain Queſtion: Do you think you muſt 
die, or live here for ever, as you now do? If you 
are convinced (as all the Living are ſuppoſed to 


D 4 be) 
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be) that you muſt die, do you defire an eaſe an] 
comfortable, or a painful and terrible Death ? ] 
preſume there is no man living that is convince 
he muſt die, but deſires naturally and rationally an 
LJavamay, as eaſy and comfortable a dilſoh; 
on as may be. If ſo, I appeal to your Reaſon, whe. 
ther prophane {wearing and blaſpheming the 
Name of God, be a proper rational way to obtay 
peace and comfort at death ? With what hope 
encouragement can thoſe tongues of yours cry at 
death, Lord have mercy upon me, which have 
prophaned that Name, and imprecated Damnats 
on from him, till you came into your laſt extre 
mities, which convinced you, you could liveno 
longer. | 

"Tis a ſerious Queſtion, and well worth a cod 
and ſolemn debate in your own Reaſons and Con 
fciences. Some of you are more immediately 
expoſed to the dangers of death than others, ready 
to be disbanded by a Bullet, If you fall, you muſt 
either fall conſiderately, or inconſtderately. IK 
inconfiderately, and without any ſenſe or conſch 
ence of this horrid guilt, you die impenatently, 
and conſequently deſperately and miſerably. If 
conſiderately, and with awakened Conſciences, [ 
demand, Whether ſuch guilr as this will not roar 
louder than the Peals and Volhes of thoſe great 
and ſmall Guns do,which breathe Dzſtruftion ups 
on you, and round about you? I have done my 
Meflage plainly and faithfully to the very face of 
your Reaſon and Conſcience; and if for my faith- 
fulneſs and zeal both for God's honour and yours, 
F am rewarded with your Curſes ; yet if you 
would forbear to blaſpheme and rend in pieces 
the Name of God, I ſhall not much regard the 
0bioqny 
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obJoquy and reproach my Name ſhall undergo and 
ſuffer upon that account. Bur I expe& from you 
better fruit than this. 


Ctr —R— 


CHAP. Iv. 


herein Reaſon and Conſcience are again 
conſalted about the Praftice of Drunk- 
enneſ; ; and their righteous and im- 
partial Cenſure piven upon that Caſe. 


SECH: 3 


_ our Souls and Bodies be of vaſtly 
different Natures and Originals, yet they do. 
claſp and embrace each other with moſt dear and 
tender affeQtion.. Tis marvellous to behold ſuch. 
2 Spiritual and Heavenly Creature as the Soul in 
all men, fervently loving, and in moſt men fondly- 
doting upon a lump of Coy: a clod of Earth : 

ſympathizerh renderly with ir. If rhe meaneſt 
Member of the Body be in pain, the Soul is pre- 
ſently concerned for it, and evidences it felf to: 
be ſo, by commanding the eyes both to watctr 
2nd - the Tongne tb. complain and moan ;. 
the Hands to bind up its Wounds with all imagi- 
nable tenderneſs, and carefully defend it fromthe 
kaſt injurious touch: But if the whole be in 
danger, how do its nobler Faculties of Under- 


ſanding, Memory and Invention, awaken: and: 
D xs beſtir: 
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beſtir themſelves to the uttermolſt for its delive 
rance and ſafety. 

Whilſt the Soul lives in union with the Body, 
*tis filled with afſiduous (and too often with ex. 
orbitant and diſtrating) cares for its neceſſan 
ſupport and comfort. And when it mult be 


parated from it by death, what ſtrong averſation| 


to death doth it ordinarily diſcover ? The ſtrong 
tyes and bonds betwixt it and the Body, can 
not be looſed without much confli& and ſtrug. 
ling, evidenced by theſe Emphatical groans i 
ſends forth; groans which other men under 
ſtand not, nor can be ſuppoſed to underſtand, 
till they themſelves come to fecl the parting. 
Pull. | 

The reaſon of all which, lies in the intimate 
relation which is betwixt theſe different Nature, 
which God hath married together in the Womb, 
from which time they have been companion 
and partners in all the comforts and troubles 0 
life. The Body 15 the Soul's houſe in which i 
dwells, and ſtill ſhall dwell, till death dilolve it 
*Tis the Soul's Garment, that clothes and covers it 
It hath worn this Garment of, Fleſh from the 
beginning, and 1s to wear it ſtill, till Sickneh 
hath broughr it ro Rags, and Death ſtript it from 
the Soul. 

*Tis the Tool and Inſtrument by which it dotl 
all its Works, whilſt it is in this ſtate of com 
poſition ;and therefore the Soul cannot but loveit 
tervently. No man ever yet hated his own Fleſh, 


but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it.. 
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SEC T3 © 


The caſ®fo ſtanding betwixt the Soul and Bo- 
dy, the wiſdom or folly of the Soulis plainly dif- 
covered in its way and manner of governing the 


- Body, as the love and prudence of an Husband 


is in the government of his Wife ; Or the Maſter 
in ordering the Affairs of his Houſe; or the neat 
breeding of a Man in the comely wearing. of his 
Garments ; Or the skill and care of an Artificer 
m the brightneſs, keenneſs, and ſharpneſs of his 
Tools. | 
Some Husbands give evidence to the world 
of their governing-prudence and ability,.in ſuch 
an allowance of liberty to their Wives, as the 
Laws of Conjugal Love require, and their Eſtates 
and: Incomes will conveniently bear, and no more; 
and in reſtraining their Extravagances, as well 
as by encouraging their vertuous Courſes,. in 
keeping back no due encouragement to Vers 
tue, nor giving the leaſt encouragement unto 
Vice. ; | 

A well-bred man, that carries with: him a be= 
coming-ſenſe of his Quality, and the Decoruns 
he ought accordingly to- obſerve, will wear his 
Garments decently , and becoming his Rank: 
They ſhall be ſure to be neat and clean, and fit 
fir and comely upon his Body. He abhors to 
wear a' Garment tumbled in the Maire, and 


go like a- Beaſt, withour regard. to. his Reputa» 


' tion. -- | 


No prudenet' Owner and: Governouz:: of /ar 
Houſe, will ler the Rain drop. through. the Roof, 
nor. choak up the-Paſſage to- his Door with a = 

4 F Y- 
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ſly Dung-hill. His Houſe within ſhall be neat,and 
not naſty : The Rooms clean and comely : And 
yet abhors to ſuffer ſuperfluous Ornaments, and 
coſtly Vanities to ſwallow up his*Eftate that 
ſhould maintain it, and bring Bailiffs (more adi. 
ous thana Dunghill) to his very Doors. 

The curious Artificer neither grinds away the 
ſubſtance of his Inſtruments to make them bright 
and glittering, and ſet an Edge too fine to hold 
one minutes uſe ; nor yet ſuffers them to be 
thrown afide in ſome nepleCted _— where 
Ruſt and Flaws ſhall render them utterly ulelefs,or 
make him bluſh ar the botches ſuch Inſtruments 
will cauſe in his Work. 

The prudent Husbandman will neither break the 
heart of his Ground for want of reſt and com- 
poſt, nor yet over-load it with dreſſing, which 
brings forth nothing but rank and nſeleis Weeds; 
He will in a fir ſeaſon turn in a ſtream of Water 
to his Meadows, like a Cordial-draught to faint» 
ing ſpirits; but will not drown it, and rot the 
very roots of his Grafs, by letting in too much, 
or by ſuffering it to lie under Water too long. 
He will feed his Horſe high enough to perform 
his Journey , and carry hum through the Maire; 


but will not feed him to ſuch an herghth, that the , 


rag ſhall neither be able to ſit, nor command 
m. Re 
In all theſe caſes, the-common prudence of & 
very man, direts him to that juſt mediocruy, 
wherein both. his Honour and Profit do appa- 
rently lie. And what we fay in ſuch common 
caſes and concerns as theſe, is a3 true, and much 
fare excellent in the Soul's prudent governmeht 
of its own Body, utto which it was TR 

e 
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the Womb, and is its dear and conſtant Partner, 
both in preſent and future Good or Evil. *Tis 
the Garment it wears, the Inſtrument it uſerh, 
and the Field it cultivares. Ir muſt neither deny 
the Body thofe neceſſary Supports and Comforts 
which God and Nature allow it, nor yet ſurfeir 
ind overcharge it with more than it 1s able ro 
bear. In either of theſe Extreams, the extream 
folly of the Soul is diſcovered. 


SE C3. 


Now the dethroning of Reaſon, and frequent 
Oppreſſions of Nature by the praQice of Drun- 
leweſs, is the higheſt Exaltation of Folly in the 
Foul of Man; plainly manifeſting its ignorance 
and inability to order and govern the Body, to 
which it is married by a vital Union. | 

Here's a fooliſh Soul by miſgoverament , diſ- 
honouring , and deſtroying its vigorous and 
comely Body , under a pretence of Love and 
Kindneſs ro it. We account it one of the great- 
eſt outward Infelicities 1h this World, incident to 
aGſcreet and virtuous Woman, to be headed and 
p_ by a fattiſh Fool, neither able to govern 
imſelf, or her, nor give a reaſon of his own 
Attions or Commands. A Mat whoſe folly ſhall 
make her bluſh in all fober Companies he comes 
to, and forces her upon ſuch a Courſe of Life, 
3 the y abhors, and will bring ſpeedy 
Ruin upon her ; all Men pity ſuch a Caſe as this. 
And this is the very Caſe of tnany a comely, vi- 
gorous Body. 

Only fuch a Woman hath two reliefs under 
her Bondage, which the Body of a Drunkard 

| Wants. 
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wants. She can ſometimes withdraw and retire 
from his Company, and enjoy the relief of her 
Solitude , which the wretched Body of a Drun. 
kard cannot do till Death , but is tied day and 
night to the Company of its fooliſh Soul, whick 
is frequently abuſing it, and impoſing upon it. 
Beſtdes , ſuch a - ban may haply over-lir: 
her vicious, abuſive Husband, and ſpend many; 
comfortable year in the World with a more dil. 
creet, ſober, and religious Partner of her Lik 
whoſe Sobriety-, Diſcretion , Piety, and Low: 
ſhall make full Compenſation for all thoſe yer 
of Miſery and Slavery ſhe endured before. By 
the Caſe before us, admits no ſuch Relief: For x 
long as ever the Body lives and breathes , th 
Soul is, and muſt be with it, and-in it. An 
tho Death will for a time ſeparate and. divorc 
them , yet the Bodies ſecond Marriage at th 
ReſurreCtion can be with no other but the ſan: 
Soul which opprefſed and ruined it in this World 


And this ſecond Marriage will be far worſe tha 
the firſt. For tho it were the ſottiſh: Souls ſlay: 
and drudge in this World, and ſuffered many; 
ſickneſs, ſhame, and loſs by its Folly ; yet in th 
World to comeat mult be its Partner and Con- 
panion in Hell-torments for evermore , in a 
much as it was the Inſtrument the Soul uſed' 
moſt of thoſe Sins committed by it in this Worl( 
And this is the caſe of all Bodies married'to 
and governed by Souls that have neither Reaſon 
nor Religion enough prudently and ſoberty it 
erder and govern their own Bodies. 
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SE CT. IV. 


Sad and doleful therefore are the Laments and 
Complaints of the Bodies of Drunkards, againſt 
the Folly and Tyranny of their Souls ; and as juft 
as ſad. Let me therefore here a& the part of an 
Advacate for your Bodies , which is a part of 
your ſelves, and to which by the Law of Nature 
you owe Love, Care, and Honour; or rather 
by a Proſopopzea , left me bring in the Body ſigh- 
ing out its own Complaints in the Ears of its 
own Soul, and thus bemoaning it ſelf to it. 

*Oh, my Soul! I have cauſe to lament the 
*day that ever I was married to ſuch a ſot- 
*tiſh Fool as thou art, who art d=ſtitute both of 
"Wiſdom and Love to Rule and Govern me. I 
© may juſtly reſume Job's Lamentation upon thy 
* account, and. fay with him, Let the day periſh 
" wherein I was horn, and the night wherein it was 
* ſaid, there s a man-child conceived, Why died 1 
* not from the Womb? Why did I not givd up the 
* Ghoſt when 1 came out of the Belly ? For now ſhould 
' I have lien ſtill and been quiet ; I ſhould have ſtept ; 
"then I had been at reſt. | | 

* 1 have been a perfe& Slave and Drudge to 
"thy unreaſonable Luſts and Impoſitions. I'was 
© once an aQtive, vigorous , comely Body , and 
* hadſt thou been Wiſe and Sober, T had been 
" happy. - But thou haſt been a cruel Tyrant to 
"me, opprefling and loading me with more than 
"I wasable to ſtand under. Thou haſt plunged 
- me many times into thoſe puddles of Excefs, 
p whexein thou haſt drowned thy own Reaſon, 

and my Health, My well-mixed- Beauty is now 
"turned . - 
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* turned into the 6olour of. flaming Fire; my 
* Hands and Legs ſhake, my Tongue falters; 
«© my natural Crafis and Temperament is deſtroy. 
*ed. Thou haſt made me miſerable in this World, 
* and intendeſt to make me more wretched in the 
«© World to come. 

* Sober Nature gave me my ſtint and meaſure, 
«I knew when it was enough, and gave thee ſuf. 
* ficient Jrems and Intimations ( amidſt thy 
«fooliſh Frolicks) that I could neither with Ho 
* nour or Safety bear one Glaſs more. Bur thou 
« waſt deaf to all my moans , and ſhewedſt more 
« Mercy to thy Horſe than me. Sick or well, 
*able or unable, live or die, I muſt take 1n the 
* full number of Cups and Bottles thou enjoynedſi 
*me totake. Like another Pharoah, thou haſt re- 
* quired of me the full tale, whether I had ſtrength 
* co perform it or no. Yea, like another Devil, 
* thou haſt ſometimes caſt me into fiery Fever:, 
* and watry Dropfies; and will next caſt me, if 
* thou continne this courſe, into Hell-fire it {elf 

* Other Souls have ſer thee a better Partern in 
* their more ſober and prudent Government of 
* their Bodies. They give their Bodies the true 
* Pleaſure of the Creature, by keeping them to 
* that happy Mediocrity in which it conſiſt. 
* They devote their Bodies to the Service of God; 
© thou haſt devoted me to the immediate Service 
* of the Devil A Majeſtick Beauty fits upon 
* their Faces ; Sottiſhneſs and Folly upon mine. 
* 'Theix Knees are daily bowed in Prayer to 
« God; mine ſhake and tremble in the Service 
< of the Devil. They enjoy pure and fanCtified 
* Pteaſures every day ; but I am denied the ſober 
* Pleaſures of a Beaſt. Their Bodies will be bap- 

| | "py 
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iy with their Souls in the World to come ; but 
{| muſt ſuffer Erernally with thee, and for thee. 


« [*Thou haſt both conſumed me, and thy Eſtate 


«aiyen to ſupport me; and now Tam like to ſut- 
"fer as much by want, as I have done by ex- 
"ceſs; and all this through thy miſgovernmente. 
"Theſe Feer (if thou had{t pleafed ro command 
"them) would as readily have carried thee to 
"thy Cloſer, or the Aſſemblies of God's People, 
*25to an Ale-houſe, or Tavern. Theſe Fingers 
"would have ſerved to open and turn the bleſſed 
"Pages, which contain the Oracles of God , as 


| to Cog a Dze, or have Shuffled and Dealt a Pack 


"of Cards. This Tongue might have been me- 


| lodiouſly employed in ſinging the Praiſes of 


God among his People, as well as in Swearing, 
"Roaring, and Singing among drunken Sots and 
"Fools, if thou hadſt been endued with govern= 
"ing Wiſdom. | 
*Thou knoweſt I could do nothing withour 
"thee. Thou haſt a deſpotical Power over all 
"ty M-mbers. They are at thy beck, and thou 
"at the Devil's. Better had it been for me, had 1 
' been the Body of a contemptible Worm or Fly, 
"than a Body animated and governed by ſuch a 
'{ſortiſh Soul as thou art. 

* And now, my Soul, what haſt thou to fay for 
"thy ſelf? What tolerable account canſt rhou give 
"to God or me,of theſe thy vile Abules of both? 


SES, - 


Now let us hear what the Soul of the Drunk- 
id hath ro plead in its own Excuſe and Defence 
br all his wrongs againſt God, miſchiets to it ſelf, 
ruin 
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ruin to his Health, Name, and Eſtate. The 
have” various Excuſes, tho not one ſound or 
tional one among them all. Such as they are, 
them be tried by the Rule of Reaſon, if any Re 
ſon be yer left in them, who daily dethrone ith 
this worſe-than bruitiſh PraCtice.? 

That which they have to ſay for themſelves 
1s this, 

1. That their Bodies are ſtrongly conſtitutes 
more Capacious to receive,and able to bear greatz 
quantities of Wine and Strong-drink than other 
are; and therefore, why ſhould they not drinl 
down, and glory over thoſe that vye with then 

- 2. Others ſay, They would not take that Courl 
they do, but that when they are Sober and Solitary, 
they are ſo preſs'd with the thoughts of their Dey 
and Incumbrances in the World , that they ar 
upon a perfe& Rack, and they find nothing lik 
good-fe)Jowſhip in a Tavern or Ale-houfe, þ 
effeQtually relieving againſt the Cares and Anxis 
ties of their Minds. 


3. Some will tell us, they are drawn into ith 
the ſnare of Pleaſure , nothing being ſo gratefi 
to their Palate, as their full load of generous Wint 
or Strong-drink. And ſeeing it is 1o pleaſant ani 
delightſome to them, why ſhould they deny an 
abridge themſelves of their Pleaſure ? 

4. Others will profeſs they had never take 
this Courſe, which they find upon many account 
pernicious to them, but that they are not able 
Civility to deny their intimate Friends and Cont 


panions, eſpecially ſuch with whom they har 


concerns in Trade and Buſineſs, and they mul 
drink as they do, or ſuffer loſs in their Trade 
and beſide that, be ſtigmatized for Phanaticks. 

5. Thy 


Thy 
nd or tr; 
y are, It 
any Rex 
one tt 


>mſelys 


ſtitutel 
T greate 
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5. They will alſo ſay, they are _ in point 
of Loyalty to pledg him that Confecrates ( as 
they Catechreſtically call it) the firſt Glaſs to the 
King, or Perſons of Quality and Honour. 

6. And. laſtly, ſome will tell us, They have 
plentiful Eſtates that will bear ſuch Expences ; and 
fince their Pockets are full, why ſhould not their 
Heads and Stomachs be ſo too ? 

Beſide theſe fix Apologies for Drunkenneſs, no- 
thing falls into my Imagination pleadable for this 


67 


IN other 


fin. We will weigh theſe that are pleaded, in the 


ot drinf} common Ballance of the Reaſon of Mankind, 


th then | and try the validity of them one by one. 


And 


t Cour{] for the 


Solitary Excuſe I. 
1r Debi 
they ar} And firſt, to what you ſay of the Capacity of 


ng lik] your Bodies, Strength, and Ability of your Con- 
uſe, ſj] fitutions, to receive and bear greater Quantities 
| Anxisf of Wine and ſtrong Drink than others can ; and 


to it bj 


therefore , why ſhould you not give a proof of 
it when challeng'd, and get Reputation to your 


gratefilſ ſelves by drinking down, and glorying over ſuch 
1s Win 5 vye with you? 


ant an 


To this I reply three things, which muſt be 


ny and] {ud 1n the Counter-ballance, and let the Ballance 


r take 


———_ in the upright Hand of your own Rea- 
0n. | 
1. A ſtrong and vigorous Conftitution will be 


af readily acknowledged to be fo great an external 


Bleſſing and Mercy, that no Man of ſound Intel- 
kttuals ought to do any thing to deſtroy it ; but 
's obliged to uſe all proper Methods for the Pre- 
{crvation of it. If therefore Temperance ſhall be 
found to preſerve it, and exceſs to impair and 

deſtroy 
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deſtroy it; let your own Reaſon judge which of 
theſe two Courſes you are obliged to take. Coy © 
ſulr either the beft Phyſicians, or your own, a[\g%* 
other Mens Experience, and they will tell yy at ( 
that Apoplexies, Palſies, Gout , and innumerſ} Mar 
other Diſeaſes, are bred by ſuch Excefſes þ 
the ſoundeft and ftrongeft Conſtitutions , wſ® © 
Death it ſelf haſtened by ſuch intemperate conrſs kg 
| Whereas Temperance and Sobriery might hay #* 
made your Lives more comfortable and durabþ Jt 
As ſtrong as you are , frequent Drunkenneſs yi Inigh 
bring Caiz's Curſe upon your vigorous Bodies, al Nt 
make you go ſhaking and trembling (as he dif} 
about the World. think 
2. Let it be demanded of your own Reaſn| 
Whether it do really judg that God beſtows (not 
more Strength and Vigour upon your Bodies, thy chany 
he hath upon others, to Arm a ſtronger Enem|##' 
than others-are, to fight more vigorouſly againt|Mon 
him, than others do, or can do ? Or whetherif ©* 
were not deſigned by him for greater Uſe a 
Service to his Glory in the World , than oth and 4 
of his People (how willing ſoever they be) a ther 
do for want of that ſtrength you have? I ar®t1 
confident no Man of ſound Intelle&uals wilſ'tan 
dare to aſſert the former, or deny the latter. X 
3. And laſtly, for your glorying in Drinkn 
down, and conquering others, you will certaib bur 1 
ty put your own reaſon to a bluſh , by offerin}® 
ſach a Plea as this to it. You are not yet arrive *' 
ro Impudence enough to deny Drunkennefs t 
be a Sin, and your Reaſon is yet ſound enough 
eaſily and naturally to infer, That by how mutt Cour 
the more any Man exceeds and goes beyond 6 _ 
thers in Sin, by ſo much the greater Sinner tht} 
Man is. ; Ant 


Upon 
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for the Honour and Glory you talk of 
wr + Heard others in your Abilities to drink, 
_ ur Reaſon will quickly make you aſhamed of 
wb {A Glory ; and prove, as well as aflert it to be a 
N_ Mark of baſeſt Infamy . 
gays Do you think that Lombard was really honour- 
_y e, or ſtigmatized , whom Tiberius Caſar dub'd a 
<ondgllaight for drinking off three Gallons of Wine 
nom x one Draught, and Sirnamed him 7ricongine , 
be by tat is to ſay, the Three Gallon 
_ Ight ; which Story Pliny in his Pliny Nas. 
_— Natural Hiſtory relates to the per- HiF. Lib:14. 
yy retual Infamy of them both? Or, Cap. 22. 
= think you it added to the Glory of 
Terizs himſelf, who Knighted this Three Gallon 
- (not thrice Gallant ) Knight, to have his Name 
eto changed among the People, from 7iberins into Bi- 
—_ tri, as afterwards they did the Name of that 
—_ er Nero into Mero ? : 
fs. ar tn , I appeal to your own Reaſon, if 
_— the vaſt Continent you have within you for Wine 
= ad ſtrong Drink, be really your Honour; whe- 
oy ther the Butt or Hogſhead whence you. have it, be 
on p wt for the ſame reaſon much more honourable 
NE - than you ? Your Reaſon will plainly give the 
er, _ ifn 6: h 
Jr ! conlider not only. what Reafon faith, | 
m_ eee Goa the Fountain of that Reaſon ſaith 
key Wlſa.5. 22. Wo to them that are: mighty to avink 
_ vim; and men of ſtrength to mingle Brong arink, 
bn” Methinks it ſhould make you fir in as little eaſe 
ſy won the Tavern, or Ale-houſe Bench, as' that 
nouſh Court-Paraſite fat at a rich Banquer , furniſhed 
o w with variety of Dainties, and all ſorts of generous 
— Wine, over whoſe head Dionyſus cauſed an heavy 
OT And ; Sword 
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Sword to be hanged with the Point downwzr 
by a ſingle Hair, every moment ready to drgf Ne 


perpendicularly upon it. R po 
on, 

Excuſe II. plane 

| And | 


As for thoſe that throw themſelves into thelſ is tha 
Exceſſes on purpoſe to delude thoſe anxious Cayſ of y0 
and Thoughts, which cruciate and oppreſs then ditor! 
whenever they are Soher and Solitary : I ſtu ther t 
only propound three plain Queſtions'to the ſim nd L 
remainders of Reaſon in them , which yet||vhuct 
preſume ſufficient. ro derermine rightly upyf ® W 
them. | a yl 

Peſt, .1. ſons 

Whether they think that which greatly af ues, 
creaſerh Want and Poverty, be a rational Cur *d. 
and proper Remedy of it ? And whether a Jard 
Oyl be not as fit ro quench a Flame,as Tavern anl If 
Ale-houſe Scores and Reckonings are to buoy uſt « 
a ſinking Trade , and keep Bailiffs from Mea Paun! 
doors? Certainly none but a ſottiſh Fool a 
think it to be otherwiſe. Your own impronf ® Ca 
dence, or God's afflictive Providence have brouphy POÞe 
you into other Mens Books; and certainly ya ads 
cannot think, if you be in your Wits, that Char dread 
berlains Bills for ſo many Bottles of Wine, an at. 
Flaggons of Beer, will be accepted by your Cr Id 
ditors for good: Bills, ro quit your Scores-wil Reaſo 
them. - Were you Sober, Frugal, and Induſtivy P'oba 
you would put your ſelves thereby into a'bettef Part « 
way to obtain a Bleſſing from God, and Reſpets| Be! 
and Forbearance from Men, than in the Courk| res 

you now take, | ſcore 


und 
aut 
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WnWwar Queſt, 2. 
to dg) Nor can you without manifeſt impudence pro- 
und ſuch a Queſtion as this to your own Rea- 
*[fon, Whether the addition of Injuſtice to Pro- 
chaneneſs, be a rational Plea or excuſe for it? 
And is not that the very caſe here? Whoſe Money 
to theſis that you ſo laviſhly and prodigally waſte out 
us Car of your conſuming Eſtates ? *tis either yous Cre- 
{5 then| ditors, Or the ſmall remains of your own. Whe- 
 ] ffſther the one . or the other, methinks that Wine 
he ſimi nd Drink ſhould not go down very pleaſantly, 
h vet|| which muſt be mingled with manifeſt injuſtice, 
y up with the tears, and (in a ſenſe) the Blood 
of your Wives and Children. If your Rea- 
ſons can, allow theſe things for Lawful Ex- 
atly @| cuſes, then you are excuſed, elſe ſelf-condem- 


il Cur] ed. 

a Jard Weſt. J- _ 

ern and 1 fball trouble your Reaſon with the deciſion 
>uoy ul (ut of one Queſtion -more, and 'tis briefly and 
1 Mad plainly this. 

ool af Whether the addition of far greater troubles, 
mpronf © cauſes of troubles to the inner man, be 2 
brouzl] froper expedient to alleviate and eaſe the 
aly yo bads and burdens of your outward troubles, 
t Chand already grown almoſt too heavy for you to 
ne, ant *ar. 

ur Co] Idare venture al] that T am worth, upon ſound 
es. wat] Reaſon's fide, that it will never allow or com- 
ſcion probate ſuch an abſurdity, as the affirmative 
a-bette parr of this Queſtion draws along with it. 
eſpets Believe it, Sirs, all the outward neceſſities , 
Cour] ares and fears, which now oppreſs you upon the 
ſcore of worldly affairs (which frame not to your 
wnds) are much more tolerable, and compara- 


Queſ tively 
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tively light and eaſy, to the Stings, Wounds, ani] can 
Laſhes of a guilty Conſcience: But when all the(| the | 
inward Troubles ſthall-be ſuperadded to your oy: 
ward Troubles, they will in conjun&ion make; 
burthen too heavy for Man to bear. _ 
What ever Cares or Troubles Providenceig} fare: 
volves any good Man in, in the honeſt and pip this 1 
ful pyrſuir of his civil Calling, he may in a ga 
meaſtre relieve his burthened Spirit under thay 
by the comfortable Teſtimony of his own Cay in t 
ſcience, and his free Addrefles to God in'Proyyf doub 
Theſe will ſweetly ſupport him- under his oc} Fo 
Intanglements and Perplexities: in the Wert] no v 
Bur the Courſe you take, does not only ftrik| And 
away theſe props from under yowr Minds; W{ quall 
doubles and trebles the burthen - upon thay] due r 
Were Men but once acquainted with that re caiſet 
and chearineſs of Spirit which a good Conſcienc]to.its 
and a Spiritual Addreſs to God in Prayer, fb wh 
inthe midſt of Troubles, they would run rethw[ci pl: 
Cloſets, rather than to Taverns and Ale-honſal a Lute 
to divert. and» cure their Troubles. I leave i when 
therefore before your own Reaſon to conſide[fxed 
what weight or validity- there is in this Seco] Te 


Excule for Drunkenneſs. ment 
ning | 
Excuſe III. *Fntual 


45 4.1 | 8 121 Jexcell 

. ., Others plead they are drawn into this Sin-W|can de 
Plealure and Delight, whote Charms arz-#} Mo 
ſtrong for them to retilt. Face 
In this, as mall the former, Þþ reſolve to maktÞcls tc 
you your own Judges: Grve me leave bur ro ftaiDrun] 
the Queſtions right, and ler your: own Reafoſſuculo 
freely determine theni. Andwhat:faiper dealin _ 
canſhold t 
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ds, ani] can men that exerciſe Reaſon expe ? And let 
HH hel the firſt Queſtion be thus ; 
JUF one. 
make; Queſt. 1. 
Whether the Pleaſures of Temperance do not 
Wh farexcel thoſe of Intemperance ? If they do, then 
this your Plea is vain and irrational. For you 
foliſhly chooſe a lefler Pleaſure, and refuſe a 
greater and ſweeter one. And that you do ſo 
in this caſe, na wiſe man can deny or 
| doubt. | 
For temperate drinking refreſhes the Body, and 
| 10 way burthens 1t, as exceſſive drinking doth. 
iþ| And that which burthens Nature can never be e- 
qually pleaſant with that,which yields nothing but 
| due refreſhment. Temperance doth nor vitiate,but 
at re caiſeth the pure and ordinate Appetite of Nature 
ſcienceto.its juſt pirch and height; in which temper, and 
, affdrljat which height, ir is moſt capable of the ſweer- 
rothw[clt pleaſure from the Creature. As the Strings of 
-howfs a Lute give us the ſweeteſt and moſt d2licious Notes 
leave it vhen they are not Jet down too low, but are all 
onſideJixed at their due height. 
Seco] Temperance gives us the moſt pleaſing Enjoy- 
ment of the good things of this Life, ſtill lea- 
ng the Mind free and fit for the more Spt- 
*'Jntual and ſweet Enjoyments of a better and more 
—_-* Jexcellent Life; which Exceſs never did, nor 
'Sin-Wjcan do. | 
are} Moreover, Temperance maintains the manly 
Face and majeſty of the Countenance, but Ex- 
0 makes totally diſguiſes it. It draws the lines of 
roff[Drunkards faces into a form much like thoſe ri- 
Reaſotſuculous Dutch Piffures,which ſome fer upon their 
dealtifſCumney-pieces, to move laughter in thoſe that be- 
caaÞhold rhzm, E Now 
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Now by the vote of- univerſal Reaſon, that 
Pleaſure which refreſhes the Body, bur no way 
burthens it, which raiſes the ordinate and unvit. 
ated Appetite of Natureto its juſt pitch and du y 
keighr, which gives Nature tlie ſweeteſt refreſ| Ale. 
ment, leaving it always fitter and freer- for high| hy ( 
er and better pleaſures, which maintains the man | ;«ſif 
ly grace and majeſty of the Countenance, al] toy 
inakes not a wiſe man look like a Fool or an Ar| Jeq 
rick, muſt needs be better than the lower and flu} x 
ter Pleaſures of a burthened Body, and vitid] Cg; 
Palate, which draw after.them ſo great a traind| , & 
prelent miſchiefs (which Temperance avoids) b 
ſides far heavier and more durable ones inthe 
Lite co come. 

Queſt. 2, 


But if the preſent Pleaſures of Temperance 
were in ſome. reſpe& inferior to thoſe of Exceh 
(which I have proved they neither are, nor. ca . 
be) I demand 1a the ſecond place, whether t 
loſs of your Honour and Health, your Timeani 
Eſtate, your preſent Peace; and future hopes, 4 
not make ſuch ſenſitive Pleaſures baſe and infei 
or, compared with thoſe of Temperance and$ 
briety ? Do you in good. earneſt think a Glaſs 
two above what ſatisfies and refreſhes Nature, ca 
recompence for all that ſhame, ſickneſs, pover 
end guilt that follows it ? If you think ſo, fu 
hath turned you into Brvtes, and- made: yol 
utterly uncapable of all Arguments and manh 
.conſiderations to reduce and recover you. 


Ex 
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Excuſe TV. 


You ſay you would not haunt Taverns and 
Ale-Houſes as you do, bur that you are drawnin. 
by Company and Bufineſs,which you cannot well 
reſiſt or avoid, and ſhould you do ſo, it would be 
toyour loſs; and beſides that, you thould be bran- 
ded for Phauaticks. 

I deny not but there is a Snare in vain 
Company ; yet give' me leave to propound 
a few, plain and eaſy Queſtions to your Rea» 


fon. 
Queſt. 1. 


Why muſt the importunity of Good Fellows 
(25 you call them) be an irreſiſtible Tempration 
to you, and deprive you of all power to deny 
them, whilſt you diſcern the Snares and Miſchiefs 


they draw you into? This ſeems to be a thing 


uhaccountable to Reaſon. Suppoſe you were a}- 
lowed to ſpend the longeſt Summers Day in the 
higheſt gratifications of all your Senſes together, 
or ſucceſſively one after another, upon condition 


that you would endure the Torments of theRack 
till that day twelvemonth came about again; ds 


ou think the importuniry of all your intimates 
in the world would prevail with you-to accept 
the Pleaſures of a day under ſuch-a condition as 
this? And yet what are the Torments of a year 
upon the Rack, to the Torments of Hell for 
ever and ever? Or to come lower ; ſuppoſe 
one of thoſe J2wd Companions, not worth a Groat 
if every man had his own, ſhould requelt youro 
nd him an Hundred Pound upon his ewn fecu- 
E 2 


ncy 
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rity, could you find no power (think you) to 
deny him, eſpecially if the loſs of thar Hundred 
Pound would certainly ruin you ? If you would 
deny him (as I doubt not but in ſuch a caſe you 
would) tell me then , why you ſhould not find 
power to deny him when he asks a far greater mat- 
ter than an Hundred Pound, even the Peace, Pu- 
rity and Safety of your Souls, as well as the 
Health of your Bodies, and Honour of your 
Names? Why then ſhould you be ſo eaſy and 
flexible when they ask the latter, and ſo ſtiff and 
unperſwadable to the former * 


Queſt: 3: 


You ſay you have Buſineſs and Concerns in 
Trade to diſpatch 11 ſuch Places and Comp 
Ties, and this draws you into the Snares of Ex- 
ceſs. I will not deny but men may lawfully 
tranſatt their Buſineſs in ſuch Places, and there 
may be a conveniency, and ſometimes a neceſſity 
for it : But that's not the Caſe. The Queſtion 
referred to the determination of your Reaſon, is 
this, Why Drunkenneſs muſt accompany Buſineſs * and 
whether a man bs not more fit to tranſa&t his Bu- 
ſineſs, and drive Bargains of the greateſt value, 
whilſt his Body and Mind are cool, ſober and 
remperate , than when his Reaſon is beclouded 
and depoſed, by Drunkenneſs? How many 
men have undone themſelves, their Wives and 
Children by Drunken-Bargains ! 

Beſides, I muſt tell you, that in all ſuch Drunk- 
en Meetings, the Devil comes todrive his Bargain 
with you, as well as your other Cuſtomers. He 
bids for your Souls, and offers you ſuch Pleaſures 

| as 
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25 you there find in exchange for them, and is 
content to make your dving-day the time of your 
delivering them into his polleſſion. How do you 
like ſach Trading as this, Gentlemen ? 


Queſt. 3. 


You ſay, ſhould you refuſe to accompany them, 
1nd do as they do, you ſhould be branded for 
Phanaticks, IT would fain know, whether ſuch a 
Plea for Drunkenneſs as this, doth nor juſtly caſt 
the greateſt reproach of Phanaticiſm upon your 
ſelves, and fet a Mark of true Honour upon 
thoſe men whom the world unjuſtly ſtigmarizes 
with that Title? Gerrlemen, I do aſſure you the 
Phanaticks (as you call them) have reaſon to thank 
you for the Honour and Juſtice you have done 
them, in acknowledging them to be none of the 
Members of your helliſh Society, but Perſons of 
a more ſober and honourable Chara&ter. And I 
appeal to your Reaſon, whether it would not 
be more for your Honour, to wear the unjuft 
Title of a Phanatick, than the juſt cenſure of a 
Drunken Sor. 


Excuſe 5. 


You ſay you are obliged in poinr of Loyalty to 
pledge him thar conſecrates the firſt Glaſs to the. 
Health of the King, or any Perſon of Eminency.- 
[ave it ſtill to your Reaſon to be Judge, 


1. Whether the King have cauſe to account 
the manifeſt breach of the Laws by which he go- 
verns, to be a ſignal exprefſion of his Subje&s 

E.3 Loyalty 
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Loyalty to him ? Is not his Royal Authority his 
Honour 2n4 Safety in his Laws? And is he not 
finely honoured,think you, by ſuch drunken Loy. 
alty as this? Gentlemen, you have a King over 
you of ſounder Intelle&uals, and more exemplary 
Temperance and Sobriety, than to be thus impo. 
{ed upon. 


2. Can you think he reckons his Health in the 
leaſt degree advanced or ſecured by the ruin and 
fubverſion of his Subje&s Health? No no; Did the 
genteeleſt Drunkards in England enquire , they 
would quickly find, it would more pleaſe him, if 
they would confult their own Health better, and 
pray for his more ſincerely and fervently rhan 


they do. 


Excuſe VI. 


Your laſt Excuſe is, That you have plen 
tiful Eſtates that will bear it; and ſince your 
Pockets are full, why ſhould your Heads or 
Stomachs be empty ? 


Queſtion, 


The only Queſtion I would here ſtate, and 
leave your own Reaſon to determine, is this;,Whe- 
ther you think the expence of the redundancy 
and over-plus of your Eſtates in Exceſs and Drunk- 
e inefs,be the very end and deſign God aimed at m 
beſtowing thoſe things with tuch a bountiful hand 
upon you ? and whether the expence of it in this 
way, will pleaſe him as well, as if you clothed 
the Naked, and fed the Hungry with it, and 
brovght 
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brought the Bleflings of them that are-ready to 
periſh, upon you and your Families? Ah, Gen- 
tlemen, you muſt -come to a day of reckoning. 
Your Reaſons and Confciences can never tell you, 
you can make up as comfortable an account witfhy 
God by ſetting down 'fo many Hundred Pound 

in Wine and Strong Drink more than was nece(- 
fry or beneficial : 17?m ſo many Thouſand Pound; 
jolt in Play : So much upon Whores ; as if yo! 
fet down ſo much to feed and cloath the Naked 
and. Hungry. So that all your Excufes for thi; 
Sin, are bafled by your own Reafon ; and it was 
eaſy ro: conclude, that fuch a Traytor 'to'Reafon 
as Dcunkenneſs 35, which hath fo often d-rhro- 
ned it, could not poſſibly receivea more fuvoura- 
ble Judgment and Sentence than this now given __ 


upon-1t. 


Let all Drunkards henceforth conſider what 
a voluntary madneſs the Sin of Drunkennels ts, 
how it unmans them, and ſets them below 
the very Brutes, A Grave Father calls it 
rightly 


A Diſtemver. of the 
Head ; a ſubverſion of 
the Senſes, a tempeſt in 
the Tongue ; the Storm 
of the Body, the ſhip- 
wrack of Virtue, the loſs 
of Time, a wilful mad- 
neſs, a pleaſant Devil, 
a ſugar'd Poyfon, a 
fweer.Sin,, which he 


Turbatio capitis, ſub- 
werſio ſenſis, tempeſtas lin- 
gue, procella corporis, nau- 
fragium wirtutis, amiſſio- 
temporis,, inſania volun- 
taria, blande Damon, du!- 

ce venenum, ſuave pecas 
tum, quam qui haber, ſe- 
ipſum non habet, auam qut- 
facit peccatum non tantiunt 
E 4 that 
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facit, ſed ipſe totws eff that hath, hath ng 

peccatum. himſelf; and he thy 
commits it, doth ng 
only commit Sin, by 
himſelf is altogether 
Sn. | 


"Tis a Sin at which the moſt ſober Mw 
»hens bluſhed. The Policy of the Spartan 
was more commendable than their Piety, in 
making Men drunk, that their Children 
might gaze upon them as a Monſter, an( 
be ſcared for ever from ſnch an her. 
rid Practice. He that is maſtered by Drunk. 
enneſs, can never be Maſter of his own Coun. 
ſels. Both Reaſon and Religion condemn thi 
Courſe, Make a Pauſe therefore where you 
are, and rather throw that Wine or Bee 
upon the Ground, which elſe will caſt thy 
Body upon the Ground, and thy Soul and By 
dy into He!l. 


\ P, 
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CHAT V. 


Containing the refu't and iſſue of the Third 


Conſultation with Reaſon, upon the Caſe of 
Uncleanneſs 3 and the true Report of the 
Determination of every mais Reaſon, with 


reſped thereunto. 


SECT 4 | 
| ham Bountiful and Indulgent God hath made 


more abundant proviſion for the Pleaſure 
and Delight of Rational, than of Brural Be- 
mgs : And his Wiſe and Righrzous Laws order 
and limit their Pleaſures to their great advantage; 
his Allowances under thoſe Reſtriftions being 
krge-and full enough. Both Reaſon and Experi-, 
ance aſſure us, thar the trueſt Pleaſures are moſt* 
freely and honourably to be enjoyed within the 
Pale and Boundary of his Laws; and that there 
we none fir for the enjoyment of a Man or 
— to be found without or beyond 
fem. | 
That prudent Qwner provides beſt for his Cat- 
tel, who puts thenr into incloſed fragrant Fields, 
where they have plenty of proper and pleaſanr 
Food, Sweet and' pure Springs of Water, the 
pleaſant Covert of ſhady Trees, and all- that is 
ather neceſſary or convenient for them ; altho?' 
hoſe Fields be ſo incloſed within Pales or: Walls, 
FOER E. c rat. 
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that they cannot. ſtray without thoſe Boundarics 
11.to other mens Grounds, to be by them impoun- 
ded, and broughtback Jlank, tired, and dirty, to 
their Owner ; or by ſtraying into Wafts and 
Wilderneſſes, fall a Prey (as Straglers ule: to do) 
to Wolves and Lyons. 

God envies not any true, rational and proper 
pleaſure to Men or Women; when he bound; 
chem in by his Command, within the aHowance 
whereof, fufficient proviſion is made for the bene 
fit and delight of propagation. And though ith: 
all mens Duty, to tremble at the awful Solemw. 
ty, yet it would be any mans fin to repine and 
murmur at the ſtriAneſs and ſeverity of his Com 
mand. delivered with Thunder and Lightning 
from Mount Sinai, Thou ſbalt not commit Agilter, 
Man's honourable Liberty, and God's wiſe and 
juſt Reſtraint and Limitation thereof, are both 
ſet together before our eyes,. in: that one Scxip 


ture, Heb. 13.4. Marriage # honourable in all, awl| - 


the bed undefiled; but Whoremongers and Adulterai 
God will judge. Here's a liberal allowance grat- 
ted, and a ſevere Puniſhment threataed for the 
inordinancies and. exorbitancies of boundleſs and 
ungovernable Luſts. God will judge. with tem: 
poral Judgments in this world ; and upon impe- 
rutent perſiſtents, with eternal Judgments in the 
world to come. 


SECT. It 


Such is the corruption-of Man's Nature by bt 
Fall, that it hates Incloſures, Reſtraints and Limp 
tations. Theſe things which w-re iotended to 
regulate, ſerve only to ſharpen and en "Le that 
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ſanſual Appetite. NoFruit ſo ſweet to corrupt 
Nature, as forbidden Fruit. Nitimur in vertitiin 
ſemper, cupimuſaue negata, The very reſtraint of 
Eyil makes it look like a pleaſant and defirable 
Good. Sons of Belial can endure no yoke of re-: 
There's a great truth in that-Obſervati- 
on of the Divine Herbert, That if God had lail 
ill common, man himſelf would have been the 
Incloſer. For his Reafon and: Expertence would 
have plainly informed him of the-great and. ma+-- 
nifold advantages of diſtinftron: and propricry. 
How many Quarrels and barbarons Murders have 
been occaſioned by Whores ! - which by keeping 
within God's bounds and rujes, had been bott 
honeſtly. and honourably prevenred. 

Were Men left to that- Liberty Brates are, to 
fatter their Luſts promifcuouſly, Fathers would 
not know their own Children, nor Children their: 
Fathers; whereby both their Duties and Com- - 


forts would be preſcinded together. Such Mij-- 


chiefs 'as theſe would make men glad of that Jn- 
dofure, which the Laws of God have -madefac.- 
them. But behold wich admiration the perverſe 
wickedneſs of Corrupt Nature, manifeſted in this, - 
that beexaſe God harh encloſed and ſecured their 
Relations to them by his Laws (which -Tactoſure 
Kevery way to their- advantage) yet this makes. 
their Luſts the more head-ſtrong and outragious, 
and they cannot takethat'comfort in their own, .. 
becauſe their own, that-they thank to:find in ano- - 
ther's, becanfe another's; | 


Remarkable to this purpoſe 15thatRe- RzalChri- 
lation of Mx.Frmimn's,vhich hereceived:' tian, pag. - 
tom his near Relation, who was Mini- 60. 

er 


——— 
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ſter to the Company of Engliſh Merchantsin Pruſia, 
The Corfu! or Governour of that Company being a 
Married Man,and that to a very proper and comely 
Woman, was yet enſlaved to others not to be com» 
pared with his own Wife for comelineſs. This 
Miniſter dealt with him about ir. One Argu- 
ment he urged was this ;-That of all Men he had 
the leaſt Temptation, having a Wife ſo comely, 
that few Women were like her. He anſwered, 
yea, were ſhe not my Wife I could love her. 
Had ſhe been his Whore, he could have loved 
her ; he thought none like her ; bur becauſe ſhe 
was his Wife, hedged in by God, he cared not 
for her. Oh! what hearts have Men, that they 
ſhould ever think that to be beſt for them, which 
1s moſt croſs to God ! Why ſhould ſtokn 
Waters be ſweeter than thoſe of our own Foun- 
tan ? 


S'E-CT. Il. 


God's choice muſt needs be far better for us than 
our own. Ordinate and lawful Pleaſures and: 
Enjoyments far better and ſweeter than. exorby 
tant and forbidden ones. And theReaſon is evi- 
dent and undeniable, . For amongſt a!l the opera- 
tions of the Mind, its reflex a&s are the aCts that 
beſt reliſh pleaſure. And indeed without ſelf-re- 


flexion, a man cannort.tel| whether he delights or 


no. All ſenſe of pleaſure-implies ſome refleMion 

of the Mind : And thoſe pleaſures of a man muſt 

needs be the ſweeteſt, which afford the ſweeteſt 

refl&ions upon them afterward : And thoſe the 

daſeft pleaſures, which are accompanied __ a) 
| oW 
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lowed with preſent regret, or the ſtinging and 
cutting refletions of the Conſcience upon them 
afterward<. | | 

| Lawful and ordinate Enjoyments are as Honey 
without the Sting. Forbidden Pleaſures are im- 
bitter'd and extinguiſhed byrtheſe regrets and 
rfletions of the Conſcience, They are like that 
pleaſant Fruit which the Spaniards found in the 1n- 
fies, which were {ſweet to the taſte, but ſo envi- 
roned and armed on every fide with dangerous 
Briers and Thorns, that they tore not only their 
Cloathes off their Backs, but the Skin off their 
Flefh to come at therfi: And therefore they cal- 
led them Comfits in Hell, and ſuch are all forbidden 
and unlawful Pleaſures. 

A Mexchant (faith the: forenamed Author) di- 
ning with the F-yars at, Dantzick, Hs 
his Entertainment was, very no- Pag. 63. 
ble. After he had dined and 
ſeen all, the Merchant fell to. commending their: 
Pleaſant Life. Yea, ſaid one of the Fr:ars to him): 
we live gallantly indeed, if we had.any. body-to 
go to Hell for us when we die. You ſee. what 


mingles with Mens Senſual and Sinful-Lufts. | 


2. Your Honour is ſecured: by keeping within: 
God's Bounds and Limits. -Marriage is honoarable- 
in all, Here Guilt can. neither wrong yaur Con-- 
ſciences,. nor Infamy your Repuratzons. EForni- 
cators and Adulterers go up and down the world, 
as men burnt in the Hand: Their Conſcience 
hſhes them within, and men point at them. a» 
broad. They are a terror to themſelves, and a 
ſcorn to men, 


3- The 
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' -3. The Health of the Body is ſecured by chaft 
and regular Enjoyments; but expoſed to deftru- 
&ion the other way. God hath plagued the Inor: 
dinacy of mens Lufts with moſt ſtrange and hor- 
rid Diſeaſes. That Morbus. Gallicus, Sudor cngli- 
cus, and Plica Polonica were Judgments ſent imme. 
diately by God's own hand, 'as the Witneſſes of 
his high diſpleaſure, againſt the bold and darin 
contemners of his ſacred and awful Command. 
Thus as Prov. 5. 11. They mouen at liſt , when their 
fleſb. and body are conſurmed. Other fins are commit. 
red in the Body, but this againſt it, as well as 


11 1f. ; 

; 4. The blaſt and waſte of our Eftates (which 
15 : uſual conſequent of uncleanneſs) 'S preven- 
ted and avoided, by keeping within Gog*s Rules. 
The truth of what the Scripture tells ys, Prov. 
10. 5. is often exemplified before our eyes ; that 
by reaſon of #s whoriſh woman, a man is brought to 
a morſel of bread. Adultery givesa man Rags for 
his Livery; it lodges his Subſtance jn rhe Houſe of 
Serangers, and entails wants and <curſes 'an him. 
and hus. « | ELD af SHARED Rs 

5. Ina: word,: Conthtence or Yrwful Marriage 
expoſes not the Soul to the eternal wrath of God, 
as Uncleannefs doth, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. This fin 


does:not only fhur'a man out of his own Houſe, 
and the Hearts of good men, but out of Heaven 


ir: {etf,. wichourthorow Repentance and Reforms: 
LON. [e175 El 2 ara 
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SE CF. IV. 
The caſe ſtanding thus, 'tis matter of juſt Ad- 


miration how the Sin of Uncleanneſs ſhould grow 
fo Epidemical and Common, as it doth, ſeeing 
ſuch as live in this filthy Courſe , nwuft needs 
countexatt and oppaſe ther own Reaſon 
and fateseſt together. For they forfake Gad's 
way, which gives them as much Iiberty as can.be 
reaſonably deſired, and caſt themſelves into a 
courſe of Life , clog'd with all manner of tem- 
poral and eternal Viiſeries of Soul and Body, Ho- 
nour and Eftate. 

The plain Rule and DiCtate af common Rea- 
ſon, which I laid down before, being applied to 
this particular Caſe, manifeſtly condemns it. For 
keing Honeſty and Chaſtiry comprizes the true 
Pleaſure, Profit, and Honour of the whole Man, 
s More £Ongruous to humane Nature, and Pre- 
ſervative af 1, it ought therefore to be preferred 
in the Eſftimatian and Choice of all Men to wn- 
lawful-adultezous Pleaſures, which (for the Rea- 
ſons above) are inferior in themſelves. to chaſt, 
conjugal Enjoyments ; and beſides that , are at« 
tended and. followed with fuch a Train of pre- 
ſent and furure Mifgries, deſtruQuve to the whale 


an. 
And yet far all this, to the amazement af all 
ſerious Obſervers, never was' any Age more m- 
fmous for-this.Sin, than the preſent Age is, and 
that under. the clear ſhining Light of the Goſpel. | 
What the ſpecial Canſes and Inducements to. 


the overflowing and abounding of this Sin,, areun: 


the preſent Age, will be well woxth che enquiring: 
and ſifting at glus twme SECT. 
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S.E CI. -V. 


Inducement 1. 


of great Men have had no ſmall hand in the 
fpreading of this abominable and crying Sin 
amongſt all inferior Ranks and Orders of Men. 
Great Mens 1ll Examples, like a bag of Poyſon 
in the Fountain, corrupt and: infe& Multitudes, 
The Vulegar think they are priviledged, or at the 
teaſt very much excuſed, when they do but fol. 
low the Preſidents and Examples of Great and 
Eminent Perſons. : | 
But this will be found a weak and fooliſh Plea 

for Uncleanneſs, which will never be able to en- 
dure the teſt of your own Reaſon. For the inbred 
Notions of a God, and of a future Life of Retri- 
bution being ſo firmly ſealed and engraven upon 
humane Nature, that they can never be utterly 
eradicated;your own Reaſon will argue from thoſe 
inbred Notions in this manner, and how you 
will be able to refe] the Argument, and eſcape 
Conviftion and Self-condemnation , quite fur- 
mounts my Imagination, whatever it do yours. 
And thus it will diſpute , and D:lemma you , do 
what you can. 

' - That God, before whom greater and leſſer, -ho- 
nourable and baſer Sinners ſhall appear in Judg- 
ment, will be either partial or impartial in his 
Judgmerits upon therh. - There 3s, or there is not! 

Reſpe& of Perſons with him! -Ifthere be"(which 

both his Nature and Word utterly deny ). then 

thoſe great and. honourable Adulterers or Forni- 
ns « . *.Cators, 


"Tis highly probable the influencing Examples 
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ators, whoſe Examples you follow, may haply 
be excuſed for their Eminency and Honours 
fake ; but you that have no ſuch Eminency and 
Honour in the World, as they have, muſt be 
condemned, tho you thought to eſcape as well as 
they. 
Bur if there be no Partiality, or ReſpeCt of 
Perſons with God (as molt afſuredly there is none} 
then both greater and lefſer , honourable and 
biſer Adulterers muſt be condemned together 
tothe fame common and intolerable Miſery. 

So that to take any (tho the leaſt) encourage- 
ment to Sin from the Preſidents and Examples of 
Great Ones, is a:moſt ſenſeleſs and irrational 
thing, utterly unwarthy of one that believes there 
is juſt and impartial God ; and he is worſe than 
2 Devil that believes it not. For the Devils them- 
klves believe and tremble. 


SECT. VL 


Inducement 2. 


But others would perſwade us they are drawn 
into this Sin by a kind of inevitable neceſſity, 
they being neither able ro contain, nor Marry. 

They are not yet arrived to Eſtate ſufficient 
to maintain a Family with Reputation : But when 
they have gotten enough by Trade, or by the 
fall of their paternal Eſtates to live in equal Re- 
putation with their Neighbours, then they deſign 
to alter their Courſe of Life, and abandon theſe 
Follies. | 

But, Reader, if this be thy Plea for Unclean- 


nels, thou ſhalt have as fair a Tryal for a foul 
| Fact, 


99 The Reaſonableneſs of 


Fa, as thine own heart can defire ; be ſtill thine 
own Judg, and ler thine own Reafon give a far 
Anſwer to theſe three pertinent 'Queſtions 


Queſt. 1. 


Whether Whoredom be as likely and promi. 
ſing a way to engage God's Bleſſing upon your 
Trades and /Employments, as Continence or con- 
jugal Chaſtity are? That is to ſay plainly, Whe. 
ther Obedience and Diſobedience-ro- the Law of 
God, be all one, and pleaſe him alike ? You knoy 
your ſuceeſs of Bulineſs 'is not in your Own 
hand ; 'tis-God that giveth :thee Power 'to' Mi 
Wealth. His Bleffing maketh Rich. And ts:S 
as likely a way toengage his Bleſſing, as Dury and 
Obedience is ? Iam confident your own Reaſon 
will never give it. 


Obje. If you fay ſuch Perſons proſper in the 


World, as well as others for aught you can ſee. 
Sol. The contrary is evident in the common 


Obſervation of Mankind ; by reaſon of Whore-| | 


dom, Multitudes are brought to a piece of Bread. 
And tho God ſuffer fome unclean Perſons' ty 
proſper in the World , yer Chaftity with Pover 
ty, 15 infinitely preferable to ſuch.accurſed Prob: 


perity. | 


2:9. 2. 


| Whether the Courſe of Sin you are now dr 
ving and accuftoming your ſelves to, will not 
in all probability ſo infatuate and bewitch you, 
that when you come into a married Eftate , you. 
thall ſtill be under the Power, of this Sin,-and-fo 
ruin 
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aun the Perſon you Marry, -as well as your felf F 
If the Word of God ſignify any thing with you” 
t ſignifieth this, that there is a Wickcraft in 
Whoredom ; and comparatively ſpeaking , None 
that go to her return again, neither take they hold of 
the Paths of Life, Prov. 2.18, 19. 

0bjeF#. If ro invalidate this Teſtimony you ſhall 
fy, That he that fpake this, did himſelf go after 
range Women. Fo 

$/!. 'Tis true, he did ſo; but then withal, 
jou muſt remember, that he hath warned you by 
tis own ſad Experience , that you never follow 
him in thoſe his footſteps, Eccleſ. 5. 26. 1 fd 
(ith he) more bitter than death, the woman whoſe 
hiart is ſnares and nets, and her hands as bands. 
Wheſo pleaſeth God, ſhall eſcape from-her ; bat the fine 
wr [ball be taken by her. 


Queſt. 3. 


And'lftly, I demand of your reaſon, whether 
t can, or will allow any place to this Plea of ne- 
eſſity, before you have uſed and tried all God's 
pointed Remedies, which are ſufficient to pre- 
rent that neceſſity you plead. 

There are lawful Remedies enough, ſufftcient 
with God's bleſſing to keep you from ſuch a ne- 
ceſſity ro Sin; ſuch as Temperance, and 'more 
bſtemiouſmeſs in Meats and Drinks; avoiding- 
laſcivious Books , Play-houſes , and filthy Com- 

; laborious Diligence in your lawful Cal- 
bow: and fervent Prayer for mortifying and 
preventing Grace ; and rf Temptations ſtill ftir 
amidſt all theſe preventives, then caſting your 


ſelves upon the DireCtions and Supply of Provi- 
dence 
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dence 1n the honourable Eſtate of Marriage. Ne. 
ver plead neceſſity, whilſt all theſe preventivg 
might, bur have not been uſed. 


SEC 3: Vi 


TInducement 3}. 


Others plead the abſence of their lawful Re 
medies, and preſence of tempting Objects. Thi 
1s the Caſe of our Soldiers and Seamen. Br 
tho this be the moſt colourable pretence of all the 
reſt , yet your own Reaſon and Confciences will 
even in this Cafe fo Dilemma and Non-plus you, 
that if you will adventure upon the S1n, you 
ſhall never have their leave or conſent with you. 
For they have a ſpecial and peculiar bevesÞ oy 
tion of you, as Perſons more eminently and im- 
mediateJy expoſed to the Dangers of Death than 
other Men. And thus (would you bur give them 
fair hearing) rhey will expoſtulate and' reaſon out 
the matter with you. 

Either thou ſhalt eſcape , or not eſcape the hi- 
zard of this Voyage or Battel. If thou fall (a 
to be ſure many will) will this be an honours 
ble, fafe, -and comfortable cloſe and winding 
up. of thy Life! What, from a Whore to thy 
Grave ! God forbid. From-burning Lufts to ever- 
-_ Burnings! Better thou hadſt never been 

orn. 

Or if thou do eſcape and return again to thy 
Family , how canſt thou look her in the Face, 
with whom thou haſt ſo baſely broken thy Mar- 
riage Vow and Covenant? Whatever elſe thou 
bring home with thee, ro be ſure thou ſhalt 
bring 
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ring home Guilt with thee, and a Blot never to 


tk wiped away. 


entive| 04je. If you ſay, you are not ſuch Fools to 
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Reaſons. 


wbliſh your own Shame, you'll follow Czſar's 
Mvice to the young Adulterer , Si non caſte, 
- caute; If 1 a& not chaſtly, T1 a& caute- 
bully. 6 =p 

by Your Reaſon and Conſcience will both de- 
ide the Weakneſs and Folly of this Pretence. For 
hey both very well know, no Man fins ſo fecret- 
j, bur he ms before two infallible Witneſſes, 
iz. God and his own Conſcience, and that the 
:f and leaſt of theſe, is more than a thouſand 
Witneſſes. That God uſually dereQs it in this 
World, carry it as cloſely as you will ; but to be 
fire, it ſhall be publiſhed as upon the Houſe-top, 
kfore Men and Angels in the great Day. 


S E CF. VEE 


Inducement 4. 


Another Inducement to this Sin, ( and the 
:& 1 ſhall mention) is the Commonneſs of it, which 
bates the Shame of it. | 

What need they trouble themſelves ſo much, 
be ſo ſhy of that which 3s pratticed by thou- 
Gnds, which is ſo frequently aCted in every place, 
nd little made of it? 

But if either your Reaſon or Conſcience will 
mit this Plea for good and lawfu), the Devil 
lth utterly blinded or infatuated the one or 
ther, as _ evidently appear by the following 

Or, 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon I. 


If the-thing be Evil, (as you cannet cory 
It. is) then by how much the commoner, by þ 
much-the worſe it muſt' needs be. Indeed, if; 
thing be good, by how much the commoner, { 
much the better ; bur: to atttibute this eſlemi; 
Property of Good unto Eval, is to confound an} 
deſtroy the difference between them, and mak 
Good and Evil both alike. 


Reafen ll. 


If the commonneſs.of Uncleanneſs will exenf 
you, it will more excuſe-all others that ſhall cim- 


more the numbers of Adulterers and Fornicaton 
are increaſed, ſtill the leſs ſcruple Men need mak 
to commit it; and ſo the whole Community hl 
In a little time be ſo infeQed and defiled,that Chr 
ſtian Kingdoms ſhall quickly become like Sodm 
and God provoked to deal with them, as he dil 
by that wretched City. 


Reaſon II. 


If the commonneſs of Sin bean Excuſe ant 
Plea for it, ſuppoſe the Roads'ſhould be more is 
felted rhan they-are with Highway-men , ſs thi 
every Month you ſhould ſee whole Cart-loadsf 


ſo common , you need not ſcruple- ſo mri 
as you were wont to do, to Take a Pursſe, 0: 


mit this Sin after you; and {till by -how mx| 


them drawn to 7yburn; wonld your'Reafor in| 
fer from thence, that becaufe- Hangimg 1s'gromt 
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Piſtol an honeſt innocent Traveller upon the 
Road ? 

05jeF. It you ſhall ſay, Uncleanneſs is not ſo 
coſtly a Sin as Robbery 1s, there's a great deal of 
difference between Tyburn, and a Whore-houſec 
puniſhment. 

Sol. There is a great difference indeed, even as 
much as is betwixt Tyburn and Hell, or a ſmall 
Mult in the Courts of Men, and the Eternal 
Wrath of a Sin-revenging God. So great will 
the difference betwixt the Puniſhments of all 
ins by God, and by Men be found. 

Thus you ſee, Gentlemen, the common Pleas 
for Uncleanneſs over-ruled by your own Reaſons. 
and Conſciences. 

We live in a plentiful Land, abounding with 
all the Comforts of this Life, and with thouſands 
of full-fed Wantons, of whom the Lord com- 
phins this day, as he did of the Jews, whom 
that flowing-land vomired out, Jer. 5. 7. When 
| had fed them to the full, they committed Adultery, 
amd aſſembled themſelves by Troops in the Harlots 
buſes ; they were ar fed Horſes in the morumg, every 
me neizhed after his Neighbours Wife. How many 
ſuch Stallions are thus neighing in the fat Paſtures 
of this good Land! 

Nor-do I wonder at all to ſee the growth of 
Atheiſm, in a Land ſwarmed. and over-run with 
lo many thouſands of Blaſphemers, Drunkards , 
and Adulterers. Ir was a grave Obſervation: of 
that gallant Moralift, Plutarch , If Epicurns (ſaith 
he) ſhould bur grant a God in his full Perfe&tions, 
| he muſt change his Life preſently, he muſt be a 
Swine no longer. 


The 
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The Lord purge out this crying Abomination 
alſo, with Atheiſm and Drunkennefſs the inlets of 
it, which darken our Glory, and threaten to make 


us deſolate. 


CHAT FT 


Wherein Reaſon and Conſcience are once mon | 


conſulted about that bittev and tmplacabl 
Enmity , found in thouſands this day, a- 
gainſt all ſerions Piety, and the ſtridt Profeſ- 
ſors thercof , who differ from them in ſome 
external Modes and Rites of Worſhip , and 
' their Determination upon that Caſe impar- 


tially reported. 


SE CT-Kk 


AN is naturally a ſociable Creature , de- 

Ighring in Company and Converſe, He 
that affefts to hve by, and to himſelf, muſt be 
(faith the Philoſopher) © Inecoy, #y Seds, either a 
Godthat is. ſel£ſufficient, and ſtands in need of 
none; or a Wi'] Beaſt ſo ſavage and fierce, that 
it can-endure 1:9thing bur it ſelf _ 

This naturi] Quality of toctableneſs is diverlly 
improved. Sometimes firfully in wicked Com. 
binations to do miſchief, like the herding toge- 
ther of Wolves and Tigers. Yuch vas the Con- 
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fderation of Simeon and Levi, Brethren in Ini- 
quity, Ger. 49. 56. Sometimes "tis improved 
Civily for the more orderly and proſperous Ma- 
nagement-of human Afﬀairs. Thus all civilized 
Countries have improved it for common Secu- 
ity and Benefit, And ſometimes Religzou/ly, for 
tie better promoting of each others ſpiritual ane 
eternal Good. | 

Now the more firmly any Civil or Religious 
Scieties are knit rogether by Love, and coaleſce 
nUnity, by ſo much the better-they are ſecured 
gainſt their common Enemies and Dangers, and 
become ſtill the more proſperous and flouriſhing 
within and among themſelves. [For when every 
Man finds his particular Intereſt involved in the 
publick Safety and Security-, (as every private 
Cabbin and Pafſenger is in the:ſafety of the Ship) 
&very particular Perſon will then ftand ready to 
contribute his uttermoſt Aſſiſtance for the publick 
Intereſt both in Peace and War. United Forcz, 
weall know, is more than ſingle; and in this 
&nſe we ſay, Unus homo , nullus homo; one Man 
sno Man, that is, conſidered disjunQtively and 
done ; when yer that ſingle Perſon ſtanding in 
2 proper place of Service in the Body, may by 
bis Prudence and-Courage, ſignify very much te 
the Publick Weal of his Country; as Fabius did 
to the Roman State , of whom the Poet truly 
obſerved, 


Unus hams nebis cunfFando reſtitme rem. 


That one Man by his prudent Delay and Condu&, 
tath ſayed the whole Commonwealth. 


F SECT. 
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FED Ex 


- *Th55 therefore- the undoubred Intereſt of Chri. 
fimn' States and Churches , to make every indiyi. 
dual Perſon: s uſeful as may be ro the whole, and 
ro enjoy the Services of all their SubjeQs and 
Membcrs, one way or other, according to their 
different Capaciries, that it may be ſaid of them 
(as the Hiſtorian ſpeaks of the Land of Cam) 
that therewas m it, Nihil infru#tſmmn, nihil ſterile; 
not a ſhrub bur bare fome Fant. | 

No prudent Kingdoea or Church, will deprive 
themſelves of the benefits they may enjoy by the 
Services of any conſiderable Number of Men 
(eſpecially if they be able and good Men) with- 
out a plain inevitable necellity. No Man'with- 
out fuch a 'hnecefſity will part with the Ule and 
Service of the leaſt Finger or Toe, much leſs with 
a Leg or Arm; but would reckon himſelf half 


ur done, if a Paralytick Diſeaſe ſhould Mirile|- 


one half of the Body, and render it urterly ufekh 
to defend and faccor the ether Part 4h tirfte of 
danger. | ena | 


SECT. up 


Much fo ftands the Caſe with Charches and 
Kingdoms, when the cauſeleſs and cruel Enttt- 
ty of one part, prevails ſo far againſt the other, 
as to deprive that State or Qhuych of the Ul: 
and Service of Multitudes of good and faithful 
Metribers. CE 9d 

It is Folly im its higheſt exaſtation, ſor 'on? 
part of a Nation, out of bitter Enmity to on 

- Otacl, 


| 
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other, not only to ſeek all ways and means to 
ſuppreſs and rain it, whilſt a common Danger 
hangs over the whole; but to rejoyce in the 
Miſeries of their Brethren , as the princypal 
thing which they fancy would contribute to the 
erear Advantage of their Cauſe. What but 2 
general Puniſhment (if that will do it) can 
work Mens hearts into a more general Compaſ- 
fron ? | 

The Hiſtories of thoſe times ſufficiently in- 
form us, That the great Feuds and FaCtions in 
the Fern Church , not only immediately pre- 
ceded , but opened the way to the terrible Inun- 
dations of the Gorhs and Yandals. Whilft the 
ſuffering Part cries out , Cruelty, Cruelty ; thole 
that infli& it cry, as loud, Juſtice, Juftice. What- 


| ever rational Apologies or Methods of Peace 


come from the oppreffed Party ,are cenſured by the 
other as Murmar and Mutiny. All Men com- 
mend Unity , and affert it to be the Intereſt of 
Kingdoms and Churches. They wiſh all Men were 
of on2 Mind, but what Mind muſt that be ? 
To be ſure, none but their own. 

The more cool, prudent, and moderate Spt- 
its of each Party, 'may ftrive to the uttermoſt to 
lay theſe unnatural Feuds and Anumoſttes. 
The Wiſdom of the governing-part may take the 
inſtruments of Cruelty-out of their hand ; but *tis 


| God alone that cam pluck up the roots of Enmity 


arof-theirhearts. 

And what rs:the mntter, when all 1s ſifted and 
&szmmed ? Why, the matter 15 this; ſome will 
d: more ſerious, Atrit, and conſcientious, than 
others think fit or neceſfiry for them to be. They 
Gre nor Curſe, Swear , Whore . and be Dunk, 

F 2 a9 
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as others do. They ſcruple to comply with what 
God hath not commanded, and the very Impe- 
{ers confeſs to be.indifferent antecedently to thei 
Command. They reverently mention. the Name 
of Gad without an Oath, and the ſolemn Mat- 
ters of Religion, without a Jeſt in their Compa- 
ny. They will aſſume as much Liberty to re. 
prove Sin, as others do to commut -it. They 
take more pleaſure in heavenly Duties and ho- 
ly Conferences, than in Ranting and Roaring in 
. Taverns and Alehouſes. That is, in a word, 
they live up to the Principles of Religion, which 
all pretend to; and this is their unpardonable 
Crime, a fault never to be expiated by any leſs 
puniſhment than their deſtru&ion. 

And are not People (think you) come to a 
fine paſs, when the ſtrifteſt Obedience to the 
Laws of God ſhall be accounted more criminal, 
than the moſt open and profane Violation of 
them ? Nay, tho they reprove the other Parties 


Sins no other way, but by their more ſerious and | 


religious Lives ; yet this alone ſhall be ſufficient 
zo make them culpable and obnoxiaus, 


SE UT. IV. 


'Tf the Party thus generally hated and malig- 
ned, be (for the generality of them) ſerious and 
godly Chriſtians; or if the ſtrineſs and holineſs 
of their Lives, and tenderneſs of their Conſci- 
ences be the true Ground and Reaſon of our ha- 
tred of them ; ſuch an hatred, when it becomes 
general, 1s a direful preſage of ſome common 
Calamity and Miſery haſtning upon ſuch a Peo- 
ple, Hol. 9. 7. The days of viſitation are come, the 


Aays 
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days of recompence are come , Iſrael ſhall know it ; 
the Prophet is a fool, the ſpiritual man is mad 
for the multitude of thine iniquity , and the great 
hatred. | 

And our own Reaſon will give us this Con- 
cuſion , as well as Scripture. For whatſoevet 
brings Sin to its full maturity, muſt needs haſten 
Judgments. And what can heighten and accent 
the Sins of a People more than ſuch a cruel 
hatred of good Men upon the ſcore and account 
before given? All hatred of Godlineſs hath a 
tang of Devilifhneſs. *Tis a deſperate flying 
in the very Face of God , whoſe Image Holi- 
neſs is. Sin can ſcarce be graduated a peg 
higher. 

Reaſon tells the Husbandman , tis time to 
Mow and Reap his Corn when it 1s full Ripe. And 
it may convince you, that God's time of reaping 
down a ſinful People is near, when their Sins are 
grown to ſuch full maturity as this. Pat ye in the 


' fickle, for the harveſt is ripe; come, get ye down, for 


the preſs u full, the fats overflow, for their wickedneſs 
z great, Joel 3. 13. 


$ E C:@. ©. 


The true Cauſe and Riſe of this great and 
fixed Hatred amongſt profeſſed Chriſtians (what- 
ever may be pretended to ſalve Reputation) is 
the Contrariety and Repugnancy of the Natures 
and Principles by which the Godly and Ungod- 
ly are governed. There 15 an Enmity betwixt 
the two Seeds, Gen. 3. 15. And this Enmity runs 
down in a Blood , more or leſs in all Ages and 
'Places, Gal. 4. 29. As then, he that was born after 

F:3 the 
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phe fleſb, perſecuted him that was born after the ſpirir, 
ever, fo it is now. So it was,and fo it rs,and ſo it will 
be, till Converſton changeth the heart and prin- 


ciple. "This Enmity cannot die , whiHht Saran | 


hives, and rules 1a the hearts of Children of Dif. 
obedience. 

And the Enmity is mutual. 41 unjuſt man js 
a: acomination t0 the juſt; and he that is upright in 
ihe way ,is an abomination to the wicked, Prov.29.27, 
Qaly with thus difference ; The good Man hates, 
Non wvirum, ſed vitiuxa , not the Perſon, but his 
Sin. The wicked Man hates both the Perſon of 
the Godly, and his Godlineſs too; yea, the Perſon 
tor his Godlineſs fake. 

This hatred of the Godly, fecretly and habi. 


tually Jurks in the Natnre of a wicked Man, as | 


Rapaciouſnefſs doth in a young Wolf that never 
law a Lamb. Tr extends it ſelf univerſally to 
the whole Kind, and reaches thoſe, whoſe lives 
2re molt obligingly ſweet; yea, thoſe that ar? 
bound to them in the ftriteſt Bonds of Na- 
ture. As we may fees in that moſt unnatural 
Inſtance of Cain's murthering his own Brother 
Abel. Ir diſcovers it ſelf in ſeeking the DeftruQtion 
of them they hate upon a Religious account, and 
in rejoycing at any Evil that befals them. No- 
thing is more grateful ro them, than any occafion 
to diforace and expole them with conrempt to 
the World. 


SE LE 


But tho the {rrifneſs and holineſs of good 
Men , caufing the Conſciences of wicked Men 
privately to condemn, and uwardly to gaul and 
grate 
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erate them for their Tooln2{s and profineneſs, T2 
the true and real Ground and Canfſe of the Grudg? 
|:nd Hatred; yet. they think it fit for Reputation 
| fake, that this be wholly ſuppreſſed and fyenc.d, 
nd ſomething elfz pretended tor the Cauſe and 
Reaſon of it, elſe it would lonk too likes the De- 
vil himſelf. And therefore amongit o her plau- 
tble Pretznſions for their Malignity to thote that 
xe better than themſelves, theſe three are princt- 
pally infiſted on, and pleaded. 
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7, That it is not their Prety, but their Hypo 
wil which thev hate. Not becauſe they have 1n- 
deed more Piery than others, but b2cauſe they 
make more vain Shew and Offenration of ir,, 
than themſelves do ; who, ſerting afid2 their ridi-- 
culous Grimaces,, and. affeted phantaſtick Words 
and AQtions, are every whit as good as them- 
ſelves. 

2. Becawſe under a pretence of greater ſt:1Ct- 
neſs 19 Religion, they do but hatch and c2rry on 
Sedition and Rebellion; :and that the World will 
never be quiet, whilſt ſuch Vipers are ſuffered 17 
the Bowels of it. 

3. That both the former: have been made ſu;- 
ficiently evident and apparent 1a ſeveral former, 
and more recent Inſtances of the Hypocrily and 
ſeditious Deſigns of as high Pretenders to Relz- 
con and Reformation, as thoſe are, whom they 
truly hare, and would not ſuffer them to live, 


— fiat. 


tred. 


As to this firſt Plea, viz. Their Hypocriſy, 
'twill quickly be found to be. too thin and weak, 
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to endure the Teſt of your own Reafon and Con. 
ſciences. For how will you anſwer them, when 
they thall thus argue and expoſtulare the matter 
with you ? | 

You that thus Cenſure, and thoſe that are cen- 
tured for Hypocriſy by you, do both profeſs one 
and the ſame Relzzion, Your profane Lives are 
rctorioully contrary to all the Principles of this 
Re!1910n. You Swear , Drink, Whore, Revile 
and Perſecute the others, only becaufe you fancy 
tae Tones , Geſtures, &c. to be ſome way or 
other indecent. You cannot deny , but they 
Jive Soberly and Godly. They attend upon all 
. the Duties of Religion ſhiftly and conſcientiouſ- 
iy. Your Malice againſt them can find nothing 
to carp at, but ſome little Trifles, with which the 
Eflence of Religion is not concerned. Did they run 
znto the ſame excels of riot with you, greater mat- 
ters than theſe would be over-looked, yea, and ap- 
plauded too. 

Now let Reaſon and Confcience ſay, who s 
moſt likely to be the Hypocrite , the Man that 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and under that Profef- 
ſion wallows in all profaneneſs,not once cenfuring 
himſelf for it ; or he that lives Soberly and God- 
ly, againſt whom Malice it ſelf can produce no- 
thing but ſuch inconſiderable Trifles as theſe ? 
Is not this the very Cafe which Chriſt hath deter- 
mined to our hands, and made ſuch Cenſurers 
the Hypocrites, Matth. 7. 3. And why beholdeſ 
thou the mote that is in thy Brothers eye, but conſis 
dereſt not the beam that is in thime own eye * Tt was 
bur one blemiſh, and that a very ſmall one. too, 
but a Mote; however this you can quickly ſpy, 
and as raſhly cenſure. But mean while ae 71 
Be. 
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Beam, an horrid flagitious wickedneſs 1n your 
ſelves ; but 'tis too near your own Eyes to be dif- 
cerned by you. Which of theſe two (think you) 
is the Hypocrite ? 

2, But what if this Mote that you diſcern, be 
but a fancy, a meer. imagination of your own, 
how will that aggravate your Sin, and evince 
both your Malice and Hypocriſy together ? You 
ſay their Tones and Geſtures in Religious Durtes 
are Ridiculous and Scenical. This you take up 
lghtly againſt ſome few of them, .and as unjuſtly 
apply unto the aſperſing of the whole Party, 
which your own Reaſon muſt and will immed+- 
ately condemn. For there are multitudes of that 
Party , whoſe Countenances, Tones, and Geſtures, 
are as decorous, grave, and becoming the preſence 
of that God with whom they they have to do, as 
any Men in the World. 

3. And as for thoſe few whom you thus ble- 
miſh for their indecent- Tones or Geſtures; what 
if thoſe Tones you ſpeak of, amount to no mere, 
but natural Defe&s, and unavoidable Intirmuries, 
which: they would, but cannot help ? Do they 
for this, and no worſe than this, deferve to be 
cenſured and condemned for Hypocrites? Or, 
what if they be inſenſfible Aﬀions, occaſion2d by 
the greater Intention of their Spirits in the Service 
of God-? May not thoſe very things which you 
profanely flour. cenſure, and ſcoff at, either. not 
all be noted as blemiſhes to their Devotion by the 
Eye of God, or noted with Approbation and De- 
light, as the effeQs of ſpiritual fervency in his 
Service? Certainly, Gentlemen, you are no good 
Marks-men , that neither draw the right Arrow, 


nor level at the true mark. 
Fs 4. And 
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4. And were not this a vain and empty Pre. 


tence to cover your own Malice againſt Godl: | 


neſs; how comes it to paſs that more Scenical 
Habits, Words, and Geſtures, ſhould paſs as 
Ornaments in others, whom you affe&t ? Whe- 
ther this be not partiality unworthy of a Man, 
ter Reaſon and Conſcience freely judge. 

In a word, What Commiſſion or Authority, 
can you produce thus to aſcend the Throne of 
God, and draw your bittercft Cenſures through 
the very Hearts of Gods People for ſuch pitiful 
ETifles as theſe; firſt condemning them as Hy- 
pocrites, which is a moſt unwarrantable Pre. 
furnption.; and then perſecute them as far as you 
can for their preſumed Hypocriſy ? Have a care 
what you do; be nor Mockers , left your Bonds 
be made frrong. This is a Sin which haſtens 


National Deſolation, 2 Chr. 36. 16, 17. Thy | 


wecked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his Ward, 
and mijuſed his Prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord areje againſt his People , till there was m 
rexneay, Therefore he brought upon them the King 
#f the Chalgees, who flew their young Men with the 
Sword, GCC. 


- 


Plea IL. 


You fay, 'Tis not Gedlineſs yau *hate, ana would 


perſecure ; but they are a ſort of Perſons, who under a 


gretence of Zeal for Religion and Reformation, deſign 
nathing elſe but Sedirion and Rebellion ; that the Nati 
@z will never be quiet, wh'i'ſt ſuch Vipers are ſuffered 
z8 lirve in it; and to fortify thes Plea, you add, that beth 
their Hypocriſy and Seaition have been mae ſufficiently 
evident to the Hinrld in many Inflances.. Mo 
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| Zeal for the Laws , and! Security of the Go- 
vernment, if rightly tempered and qualified, 1s 
highly commendable; and wherever Sincerity 
animates, and Prudence governs it, it ought by 
no means tg bs diſcouraged. But there are roo 
many Grounds and Caufes of Suſpmion, rhat both 
theſe will be found wholly wanting, or extream- 
ly defeQive mn *marty high Pretenders to it , 
when it +comes to be fſ1fred. ro: 5 bottom Princi- 
ples, and weighed in the juſt Ballance of tound 
Reafon. 

For if you be inflamed wich a pure Zeal for the 
Laws and Government you hve under, then your- 
will find your ſelves. obhged for your own Vin- 
dication to ſattsfie the juſt Expectation of your 
own, and other mens Reaſons and Coniciences ut. 
the following Particulars. 


Expeiation [: 


»;Fir# ; Reaſon and Conſcience in yaury ſelves 
and others.,, will expe& ir from you, that you 
of all Men Jiving ſhould be moſt preciſely and 
punttually Obedient to all thoſe Ault and gook 
Laws you live. under , fince your Zeal burns 
ſo hot againſt thoſe thar' comply not punctu- 
ally with them. For thok that make fo: muciy- 
Conſcience: (as you ſeem to do) of other Mens 
Offences' zgainſt. the Lavis, muſt be preſumed 
(if your Proftfiion be fincere) to- make art leaſt 
as much Conſcience of breaking any of them. 
nyour own Perſons ; elſe neither Reaſon nor 
Conicience will eyer admit this Plea of yours for: 
fund. and good. 


New” 
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Now the Laws ſometimes appoint Puniſhments 
for Non-conformity to the Rites and Ceremo. 
nies, afhixed to the publick National Worſhip; 
and ſo they do always for convicted Swearing, 
Drunkerineſs, and Adultery. All theſe Laws 
have. the very ſame San&ion by the Authority 
we liveunder. They forbid, and punwh' rhe one 
as well as the other. And if there be any diff. 

rence, it hes in this, . that theſe latter are expreſly 
forbidden and threatned by God, antecedently to 
the Magiſtrate's Prohibition of them, which hath 
no ſmall weight in the matter under confideration. 

Now it any Man ſhall pretend Zeal and Con- 
ference againſt diflent in Judgment. or Pra- 
Etice from the Church , but makes' no Con- 
Kience at all ro Curſe and Swear:,, be Drunk 
or Unclean;. he will find it a difficult task to 
perſwade his own, ar other mens Reaſons or 
Conſcxnces, that this his Zeal for the Laws and 
Government, 1s ſincere and pure. For were ito, 
it could never allow him to live in the noto- 
rious Violation of the Laws himſeM, which he i 
lo fiexce and bitter againft others for. 


ExpeFation IE 


Secondly, If your Zeal be fincere, it will cor- 
tan it {ef within the Bounds and Limits of the 
Offence, and not _ lay hold upon: the Innocent, 
as well as upon the Guilty, and make you hate 
and perſecute them that were never Turbulent 
and Seditious, equally with the greateſt Crimi- 
nals. If you will hug this Principle, as things 
fland now, Reaſon wall tell you, 'cis as juſt at all 
other times, asS1t is at this, 

Would 
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Would you not think it an unreaſonable and 
moſt injurious thing to be plucked out of your 
Shops , or Houſes, and hurried away to the 
Goal , becauſe two or three diſſolute Fellows 
in the Ciry or Town where you live , have 
been Riotous or Seditious , tho you poſlibly 
know not the Men , nor can be ſo much as 
juſtly ſuſpe&ed of any Confederacy with them ? 
True Zeal for the Laws and Government is 
content to wait, and ſuſpend its Revenges, till 
a fair Conviction have paſſed upon the Guil- 
ty. And when it falls upon them, *tis care- 
ful that it touch none beſides them ; but fuk 
fers a Man to retain in the very height of it, 
due Love and Honour for all that are Inno- 
cent. 

If Chriſttans be firſt denominated by general 
Titles and Terms of diſtintion , which, they 
cannot help, and then the Crimes of any par- 
ticular Perſon, that the World pleaſes to deno- 
minate as one of the ſame Party, muſt be charged 
and imputed to the whole ; what muſt the con- 
ſequence of this be, but that the whole Com- 
munity become obnoxious to Puniſhment, and 
the very Government it ſelf thereupon be dif- 
ſolved ? 

For I take 1t to be paſt denial or doubt, that 
ſome of each Denomination have been, are, or 
may be guilty of ſceditious ,Prattices. Some 
Hypocrites will luck among thoſe vaſt Bodies 
of People under the moſt ſtrift and watchful Go- 
vernment ; but God forbid their guilt ſhould 
affe& the whole Body, under whoſe Name they 
ſhelter themſelves. God , Reaſon, and Conſct- 


ence do all command the hotteſt Zeal to make 
| Its 
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Its Pauſe and juſt Diſtinftion here. Letthe | 


Guilty be brought to Condign Punifhmen 
upon fair Tryal and Conviction. This Dif. 
courſe deſigns no Favour for ſuch. But let not 
thoſe who abhor their Wickedneſs, and are 
as pure from their Crunes as your felves, fuf. 
ter with them, or for them. For then your 
Reaſon will tell you, your ſelves are as liable 
to ſufferings as they , and that your Zeal is not 
kindled by love to Juſtice, but the hatred of a 
Party. 

It is not m the Body Politick, as in the Body 
Natural. If the hand Steal, the feer are juſtly 
laid in Trons, and the Neck put into an Halter; 
becauſe all the Members of the Body Natural are 
animated and governed but by one Soul. Bur 
n the Body Politick every Individual hath a di 
ftin&t Soul of his owh , and therefore that Mem- 
ber only that offends, ought to be puniſhed, 
and all the reſt ro enjoy their full Liberty and 
Honour as before. Away therefore for ever 
with this Church and State-deftroying Syuecs 


acche. ; 
ExpeFation IIE. 


Trird'y, It there be a change made upon the 
Laws, and they ſhall at any rime-tolerate. and 
prote&t that Parry and PraGtice which onee they 
made Criminal; then your Reaſon, and every 
Mans elſe will expe& from you (if your Zeal 
for the Laws and Goyernment be ſincere and un- 
feigned ) that your Countenance and Carriage 
to that People be changed and. altered, accord- 
27g to the different aſpe& of the Laws and Go- 
VEernment 


x 
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yernment upon them : That your Envy and 
Hatred ceaſe with the offence, and that you be 
x ready to affiſt and encourage them, when they 
a& according to Law, as you formerly were to 
afli& and proſecute them for ating contrary 
ro Law; elſe, pretend what you will, 'tis plain 
enough, that it was not Zeal for the Laws and 
Government,but ſomewhat elſe (which every Bo- 
dy may gueſs at) that inflamed your Rage againft 
them. 

For whenſoever rhe Wiſdom of the Governe 
ment finds it neceflary by Toleration to take 
away the Crime and Offence , it muſt neceſſarily 
tike away this very Plea for Hatred and. Per- 
ſcution with it. Otherwiſe it would be all one 
to-act for Law, and againſt Law ; to punzfh them 
that are Offenders, and them that offend no-more 
than your ſelves; to turn the Edg of your Rage 
and Fury againſt thoſe that undermine the Go- 
verament, and thoſe that are as Zealous as your 
ſelves ro ſupport and detend it by their Perfons 
and Purſes. | 


EK xpect avon IV. 


Fourthly, Your Reaſon will juſtly expe& i 
from you, that when or wherefozver you ſhall 
ſee eminent Piety meeting with pundual Con- 
formity in one Man, thar Man ſhall be your 
very Darling, and that both theſe Qualifications 
ſhould recommend him to- your deareſt Aﬀe- 
&ion. The more ſtrictly godly he 1s, the more 
conformable he is to the Laws of God ; as well 
as by his punCtual Compliance with enjoyned 
Rules and Rates of Worſhip to the _ of. 

& p3 
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Men. If he be a Man of- Catholick Chariy 
to all of every Perſwaſion, whom he judge 
to fear God, and be truly conſcientious ; if he 
boldly and impartially reprove Sin where. 
ever he finds it, tho it be in his own Patron, 
or Men of his own Profeſſion; you will ſtall 
love him the more . for that. For if Since. 
rity and Conformity (as you pretend ) be the 
very. things which you make ſuch a Noiſe 
and Busfle for in the World, here you have 
them both in conjun&tion. This is the Man 
you ſeem to ſeek (by theſe Pleas of yours) 
for a Pattern and Standard to reduce. other 
Men to. | 

And. 1s it really ſo , Gentlemen, with you? 
Do you heartily affe& and prize a ftrift and fe 
zious . Conformiſt , that fears not to expoſe the 
odious Shamefulneſs and Wickednefs of pro- 
fane ' Swearing , Curling, Drunkenneſs , and 
Uncleanneſs, without reſpe& of Perſons, both in 
his Pulpit and private Converſes? Do you love 
him the better for his plain dealing with your 
Conſciences, in detefting the grand Cheat of 
Formality in Religion ; for his clofe cutting 
ConviQtions of the inſufficiency of meer Civility 
to your Salvation , and the indiſpenſable necet- 
ſry of Regeneration ? Do you heartily Love 
and Honour hun for thundering you out: of 
Ale-houfes and Taverns., unto - your Family 
and Cloſet-duties? © For telling you plainly, 
* your Love muft not be confined to. your 
* own Party, but extended to all that fear 
** God, however they be externally diſtinguiſh- 
*ed among Men? Nay, for convincing .you 
« plainly , that Religion Jies not in external 
** Modes 
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rf |* Modes and Rites, in Standing , Kneeling, or 


Reſponſes? That the Name and Cry of ze 
* Church, the Church, will as little avail to your 
* Salvation, as the cry of the Superſtirious and 
"Profane Fews, the Temple of the Lord , the [ſrmple 
* of the Lord are theſe? That true Religion 1s an 
#;nward, ſerious , ſpiritual thing , confiſting-in, 
"and evidencing it ſelf by the Morttfication of 
"your Sins, and real devotedneſs of your Hearts 
"to the Lord ? | 
 F ſuch a Man as this will pleaſe, and de- 
light your very hearts; then my Reafon 1s 
bound to conclude , there may be reality 1n 
what you pretend. But #f you fhall hate 
ind loath ſuch a Man as this, equally with a 
profefſed Diſſenter , you muſt excuſe me , and 
ill the Rational World with me, if we ſhall 
conclude, that it is not true Zeal for the Laws, 
for the Church, or for the ſincerity and peace- 
able Lives of its Profeſſors, but an inward, root- 
ed Enmity at Religion it ſelf, that ſets you 
on work under the feigned pretences of other 


things. 
' Expeffation V. 


Ffthly, Your Reaſon will expe& and exaCt it 
from you , that whenſoever you ſhall be con- 
vinced that all theſe Stirs and Busſles that have 
been in the World , all this Fining, Impriſoning, 
and Tmpoveriſhing your Proteſtant Brethren and. 
Neighbours for their Conſcience-fake, hath done 
the Church no good, but given a great and real 
Advantage to our common Enemy to ruin us 


together; that we may diſtinguyh our ſelves 
how 
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how we 
diſtinguiſh us in their Fury; for we are al] 
known to them by one common Name of He 
retichs. 


In this Cafe, your Reaſon exaCts it from you, [hi 
and ſo doth the' common Reaſon of Mankind , | 


that a Senſe of common Intereſt, and common 
Danger, now quiet thoſe Feuds, and extinguiſh 
thoſe Fires , which our own Lufſts firſt kindled, 
and the Devil and our common Enemies have 
incenſed, to the great Damage and Hazard of the 
whole Proteſtant Cauſe. 

Such a ſeaſonable and becoming. Senſe as this, 
were 1n it ſelf ſufficient to cool a wie Mans 
heats, if Penal Laws were left ſtanding in thei; 
full force and vigour; but when the Wiidam 


and Reaſon of the State fhall plainly dice | 
both the Ufefulnefs and Neceſſity of Liberty, 
and thereupon take away (as they have nou |: 


moſt prudently and ſe:ſonably done) the further 
occaſions of miſchief to the whole, by relaxing 
the Yoke that bound ſome (and thoſe a very 
great Body of truly Loyal and Uſeful Subje&s) 
leaving the reſt in the quizt Poſſeſſion of their 
own Liberties and Properties; what ſhall we call 
that Fire, which ſtill continues burning and en- 
creaſing, not only after , but by all this, but an 
unquenchable Hell-fire ? 


Ht Chmard's, and ſelfcreated Jealouſies, That | 


ſome carnal Intereſts of ours are not fo well {- 
cured to us under Liberty, as they were under 
Perſecution and Tyranny ; this were the tight 
way to perpetuate Diſſentions and Pertecutions ra 
the end of the World. 


And 
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And now , Gentlemen, I hope I may ſay, 
without being vain or opinionative, that your 
own Reaſon hath fairly difarmed you of 
theſe Pleas and Excuſes, by which yon have 
hitherto defended your ſelves in your moſt 
ſinful Practices of profane Curſing , and Swea= 
mg, Drunkenneſs , Uncleanncſs, and bitter £n- 
mity againſt your Proteftant Brethren for 
things that touch not the Eſſence of Chriftia- 
nity. 

And believe it, Sirs, 1t 15 truly Genteel arid 
Glorious, to ſuffer your felves to be ſubdued and 
conquered by the plain Convictions of your 
own Reaſon and Conſcience. *Tis ten thou- 
fand times more Honourable and Glorious to lay 
down your Arms at the feet of theſe , than to 


hy down both Reaſon and Conſcience at the 


feet of Satan and your Lufts, and continue fight- 
ing obſtinately againft God, your own Souls, 
Bodies, Eſtates, Reputations ; yea, your very 
Reaſons and Conſciences, your Innocent Brethren, 
and the Peace of Church and State, under Satan's 


Banner. 


I all this Diſcourſe, I have not deſigned 
to exaſperate, but aſſwage and reſtrain your 
Luſts and Paſhons, by laying the loving and 
gentle hands of your own Reaſons and Confſci- 
ences upon them. T have not given the leaſt In- 
jurious touch to your Honour, but all along 
pleaded for the Recovery, or Security of it. I 
have expoſed no Man by any particular Mark or 
Indigitation. X 

Bur now I have done with you ; if your own 
Conſciences ſhall begin ro make a rounder and 
more particular Application of thels general 
Reaſon- 
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Reaſonings and: Arguments, and fay to yon, x; 


Happi 


Nathan to David, Thou art the Man, T am no 
accountable for that. Bur be confident of i, 


France 
fund 


you are accountable to God for all thoſe plain|ively 


Convictions and faithful Endeavours uſed with 
you, and tryed upon.you, to ſave you from all 
thoſe Miſeries your head-ſtrong Luſts with furs 
ous Precipitation are* manifeſtly running you 
mto. 

If you can ſubſtantially and ſolidly refel thoſ 
Arguments againſt, and vindicate thoſe Plezs 
for Sin, which Reaſon and Conſcience have ur- 
ged and cenfured above; and can produce ſtron- 
ger and clearer Arguments to defend and juſtify 
the Courſes here cenſured and condemned : Or 
if you can obtain a Writ of Error to re 
move theſe Cauſes to another lawful Court of 
Judicature, where you. ſhall obtain a more fi- 
yourable Verditt, your complaint of ſevere Deal 
ing with you here, will not want ſome Ground 
or Colour: But if you cannot (as you know you 
cannot) then never blame your own Reaſons, 
nor mine, for dealing Rigorouſly or Injuriouſly 
with you. 

I am wiling to hope, and perſwade my ſelf, 
that T ſhall at leaft obrain-a Reformation of Life 
from many of you. I have tugg'd hard for it 
with you here. I will tug harder with God in 
Prayer to obtain it for you. But yet, Gentlemen, 
] muſt tell you in the cloſe, That tho an external 
Reformation of theſe Evil Courſes may make 
your Lives more healthy, happy , and durabk 
in this World , and will greatly conduce to the 
publick, as well as your perfonal and private In- 
tereſt ; yet if you expe. compleat and perfett 
Happineſs 


rerfect 
The | 
upon | 
in Hi 
bleſſec 
Part. 
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Happineſs in the World to come , you muſt ad- 
+ lrance one ſtep further beyond Reformation, unta 


* it, ſound Converſion. The firlt makes you compara- 


in |tvely happy here; but the ſecond will make you 
th þ:rfe#/[y happy and bleſſed for ever hereafter. 
The firſt frees you from many temporal Miſeries 
z upon Earth ; bur the ſecond from erernal Miſeries 
in Hell. And this brings you to the . other 
lleſſed Step, by Converſion, which 1s the Second 
Part. 


; 


'The Secoad Part : 


Evincing the 


PoSSIBILITY, NECESSITY, 
AND 


EAGELLENCY 
O F 


ConverſiontoGod, 


The only 'Thing that makes Men 


truly happy, and perfectly bleſſed in the 
World to come, 


By the fame Author, 


——_ — — 


In.55. 7,8. Let the wicked forſake his way, and the 
uxrighteeus man his thoughts ; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly paraon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, ſaith the Lord. 

I”.1.18. Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith 


be as white as ſnow; tho they be red like crimſon, 
they ſhall be as wool, 
1 Cor. 6. 11: And ſuch were ſome of you ; but ye are 


— OS "AN EInY 


an ect 


LOND O N: 
Printed for Thomas Cockeril, at the Three Legs in the 
Poultrey, over againſt the Stocks-Market, 1691. 


the Lord; though your ſims be as ſcarlet, they ſhall. 


waſhed, but ye are ſanified, but ye are juſtified, &c. 


THE 


Poffibility, Nature andNeceſflity 
OF 


CONVERSI ON 


Opened and Evinced. 


SE GH L 
Conviction ſuppoſed, and Grace admired. 


out of their Prophaneneſs,” in the former 

Part of this Diſcourſe. Fee-grace invites 
them to the Life of Holineſs, and thereby to the 
Life of Bleſſedneſs in this Second Parr. 

There you ſee what it is to live like Beaſts. 
Here you may ſee what it is to live like Chri- 
ſtians. 

My Charity commands me to ſuppoſe, that 
ſome Readers ſtand by this time convitted in 
theirown Conſciences, both of the extream wick- 
edneſs, and the immediate danger of that pro- 
phane Courſe they 'have' heitherto purſued, and 
perſiſted in. And that by rhis time rhey begin to 
interrogate them in the Apoſtle's cloſe and cutting 
Language, Rem. 6. 21. What fruit had ye then in 
6h G thoſe 


R Eaſon and Conſcience have been ſhaming men 
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thoſe things, whereof ye are now aſhamed ? For the 
end of -hoſe things is death. *Ti1s hard to imagine, 
thar ſo many cloſe” Debates and Reaſonings as 


you have heard in the former Part, ſhould not |* 
leave many of you under conviQtion and trouble | 


of Spirit. You ſee your own Reaſons and Con- 
ſciences have condemned you; And if our heart 
condemn ws (ſaith the Apoſtle) God is greater than 
owr heart, and" knoweth all things, 1John 3. 20. 
"Tis folly tro imagine, you ſhall be acquitted at 
God's immediate Bar , who are already caft 
and condemned at your own Privy Seſſions. 

If this be the happy effe& (as I hope it is) of 
a)l the former cloſe and ſolemn Debates with 
your Conſciences, it will naturally and immedi- | 
ately caſt thy Soul, Reader, into great admirati- 
on of, and aſtoniſhment at the patience and long- 


Adis 


ſuffering of God, that hath born with thee, un- |, 
der a life of prodigious and reiterated provocati- |, 
ons until this day. And his Goodneſs will be as {, 


admirable to thee, as his Patience ; in that he hath | 
not only ſuffered thee to live till this day, but 
made it the day of thy Convittion, the firſt neceſ- 
ſary ſtep towards thy Converſion : and the very 
firſt things he entertains thy convinced and trou- 
bled Soul with, to be the poſſibility and probabi- 
lity of thy Converfion to God. 

The greatneſs of his Patience ſhews his Almigh- 


—_— 


ty Power,Rom. g. 22. Nahun 1.3. But his willing- | 
neſs to paſs by all the wrongs you have done him, |, 


and to beat peace with you, diſcovers the immenſe 

riches of his grace, Tir. 3. 3, 4- | 
ThateGod ſhontd.be ſo quick in the executions 
of his wrath upon your Companions in ſin, and 
ſo patient  , ohg-ſuffering. towards you, gs 
ave 
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conſideration of his bounty, as ſhould even over- 
whelm the man that beholds it,Rom.11.22. Behold 
the goodneſs and ſeverity of God | #n them that fell, ſes 
verity ; but towards thee goodneſs. 

If thou be that very man , who 1n the paſt 
courſe of thy Life, haſt been a prophane Swearer, 
i beaſtly Drunkard , a laſcivious perſon, an hater 
nd perſecutor of good men; and after all rhis, 
the Lord hath brought an offer of mercy to thy 
foul, and ſhall convince thee jt 15 not come too 
kte, but that the Door of Hope ſtands yet open to 
thee; my advice to thee is, That thou caſt thy 
ſelf down at the feet of mercy, and after this man- 
___ forth thy laments and deſires before the 
lord. 

* And 1s there yet a poſſibility of mercy, O 
"Lord God, for ſuch a vile wretch as I have been! 
' Can the arms of Free-grace yet open themſelves 


tro embrace ſuch a Monſter of wickednets as I 


*am! Who then is a God like unto thee ! and 


{ what patience,mercy and goodneſs is like thine ! 


Il have far exceeded others in fin; I have lived 
' the Life of a Beaſt, yea, of a Devil. I have dar- 
"ted thy dreadful and glorious Name with thou- 
"ſands of horrid Blaſphemies, trampled all thy 
"glorious Attributes under my feet; challenged 
"thee to thy very face ro do thy worſt, even to 
'dama me to the pit of Hell ; 1 have yielded up 


* this Soul with all irs noble Faculties and Pow- 
ers, as inſtruments of fin unto the Pevi ; and 
|* made this Body which ſhould have been the hal- 
[lowed Temple of thy Spirit, to be the noyſom 


[Sink or Common-Shore for all unclean and 
1bominable Luſts to run and ſettle in. TI have 
G 2 * hated, 


have out-ſinned them. all, isſuch a comparative ' 
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" hated, reviled and perſecuted thoſe that were 
** more ſtri&tly ſober and godly than my ſelf, be. 
* cauſe their convincing-examples diſquieted, 
** checked and convicted my Conſcience in the 
* eagzr purſuit of my Luſts and Pleaſures. 

** I have lived in the prophane negle& of Pray. 
«er, Meditation, Self-refle&tion, and all other 
© ſpiritual Chriſtian Duties, thinking to make an 
© atonement for all, by a few hypocritical ex. 
*rernal Formalities. | 

* To accommodate my carnal] intereſt in the 
© world, I have come veeking hot out of an Ale. 
** Houſe, or Whore-Houſe, to the Table of rhe 
* Lord, where with unhallowed hands, and a 
** more unhallowed heart, I have crucified again 
**tne Lord of Glory ; and given the vileſt affront 
* and deſpight to that moſt ſacred and precious 
* blood, which now muſt ſave me, or I am loſt 
* for ever, Thus have I done; and becauſe 
** thou kepſt ſilent, I chought thee to be altoge 
** ther ſuch an one as my ſelf. Bur this day haſt 
** order before me. 

* T have tempted and induced many others 
*jnto the ſame Impieties with me, of whom 
* ſome are already gone down to the dead; and 
© others ſo fixed, and fully engaged in the purſuit 
« of their Luſts, that there appear no ſigns of re- 
«* pentance Or recovery in them. 

* Thy wrath, Lord, ſoon brake forth againſt 
©* the Angels that ſinned in Heaven ; yet hither- 
* to haſt rhdu forborn and ſpared me, who have 
* been highly provoking thee, ever ſince Iwas 
© born, by life of unparallell'd wickednefs up- 


* on Earth. Vile wretch thatTI am! T have _ 
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* ſed the riches of thy goodneſs, forbearance, 
* and Jong-ſuffering, not knowing that the good- 
"neſs of God leaderh me to repentance. And af. 
* ter all, hereI am told, that there is yer a poſli- 
" bility of pardon, mercy and ſilvation for me. 
** The news is ſo great and ſo cod, rharTam zea- 
* loully concerned to examinz th: grounds and 
- e-idenccs of it. And if it 1hail appear to be as 
"* true, as it is aſtoniſhingly ſtrange and raviſhing- 
ly ſweer, I hope it ſhall effeQualiy lead me to 
" repentance, and diflolve for ever the ſtrongſt 
*tyes betwixt me and my luſts. 


SE CF. 1 
Converſion of the wileſt Sinner prſſivlee 


HAT it is poſſible for the greateſt and moſt 
infamous Sinner to be recovered by Repen- 
tance and Converſion and thereupon to find mercy 
and forgiveneſs with God, is a truth as ſure and 


© firm, as it is ſweetand comfortable. Three things 


will give full evidence of ir. 

1. That their Sins do not exceed the povr- 
er and ſufficiency of the cauſes of Remiſſion. 

2. That ſuch Sinners are within the calls and 
invitations of the Goſpel. | 

3. That ſuch Sinners are found among the in- 
ſtances and Examples of pardoning mercy, recor- 
ded in the Scriptures. 


And if the Cauſes of Pardon be ſufficient, and 


able to produce it ; if the Goſpel-invitations do 


take them in; and ſuch ſinners as theſe, every way 
a5 vile and wicked, have not been ſhut our, bur 
G 3 received 
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received to mercy ; then *tis beyond all -doubr 


that there is (at leaſt) a poflibility of mercy for 
ſuch ſinners as you are. 


E. *Tis paſt all rational doubt, that the Cauſes 
of Remiſſion are every way ſufficient and able to 
produce the forgiveneſs of ſuch fins as yours are, 
For conſider with your ſelves, | 


1. The Inpulſve Cauſe. 
2. The Meritoriors Cauſe. 


The power of 2 
' 3. The Applying Cauſe. 


1. The ſufficiency and ability of the Impulſe | 
Cazſe of Pardon, whuch is none other but the Free |... 
grace of God, the immenſe riches and treaſures | 


whereof, do infinitely exceed the accompts and 
computations both of Angels and Men, Exod. 4. 


E, 7. And the Lord paſſed by before him, and proclats | 


red The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracios, 
long-ſuffering, ana' abundant in goodneſs and truth, 


keeping mercy for thouſands, ſorgruing iniquity, and 


rr anſgreſſion, and ſin, Mic. 7. 18, 19. Who is a 


God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſ- | 


ſeth by the tranſgreſſions of the remnant of his heritage? 


He retaineth not his anger for ever, becauſe he delight- | 


eth in mercy: He will twn again, he will have com- 


paſſion upon us, he will ſubdue our iniquities, and thou _ | 


wilt caſt all onr ſins into the depths of the Sea. Once 
more, Rom. 5. 20. Where ſin abounded, grace did 
wuch more abound. So that whatever thy ſins have 
been, they do not, they cannot exceed the abiliry 
and power of the Grace of God, the all-ſufficient 
Tmpulſzve Cauſe of Remiſſion. That infinite Abyſs 
or Sea of mercy can ſwallow up and _ 
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ifuch mountains of guilt as thine have been. 
2. Nor do thy ſins exceed the power and ability 
of the Meritorious Cauſe of Remiſſion, namely, the 
Blood of the Lord Feſus Chriſt ; for that Blood is the 
Blood of God, AF#. 20. 28. He is the Lamb of 
(God, whoſe blood is ſufficient to. take away the 
iins of the world, John 1. 29. There is but one 
fin in the world exempt from Remiſſion by this 
blood; and if thy heart be now wounded with 
the ſenſe of ſin (as I here ſuppoſe it to be) that's 
(none of thy ſin, how heinous ſoever thy other 
ſins be. | 
/ 3. Nordo thy ſins exceed the ability and power 
of rhe 4pplymg Cauſe of pardon, namely, the Spi- 
ri: of Sod. For though I ſhould ſuppoſe thy mind 


| 


[to be clouded and overſhadowed with grolleſ 


lienorance, thy Heart to be as hard as an Adamant 
/or Nether MiIk-ſtone, thy Will ſtiff and obſtinate, 
(thy 4fe&#ions enchanted and bewirched with the 
pleaſures of Sin; yet this Spirit of God in a mo- 


Iment can make a convincing beam of light to 


. (dart into thy dark mind, make thy hard heart re- 


lent, thy ſtubborn wil! to bow, and all the affe#1- 
1s of thy Soul to comply, and open obedienrially 
ito Chriſt, John 16. 9,10. The Spirit, when he cometh, 


the ſhall convince the world of $11, &c. 


| Thus you ſee whatever your guilt be, it does 


' jnot exceed the abilities of the Cauſes of Re- 


imiſſion. Oh what an Encouragement is this ! 


IT. And there is yet further Encouragement in 
this, that if you will open your Bibles, you may 
find your ſelves within the Calls and Invitations 
'of the Goſpel. And no man can fay that man 
x without hope, that is within a: Goſpel invirati- 

G 4 ON, 


128 The Poſſibility and 


on. Conſider Iſa. 55. 7, 8. Let the wicked forſaly | 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
tet him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy. 
upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly par. 
don : for my thoughts are not your thoughts, &c. Here | 
you have the nature of Converſion deſcribed Ne. 
gatively and Poſitively, by forſaking your ways | 
and thoughts, and turning to the Lord, The way 
notes the external courſe of the Converſation ; | 
the :houghts denote the internal frame and rem- 
per of the Mind; both theſe muſt be forſaken. 
And turning to the Lord,denores the ſincere dedica- 
tion of the whole man to God ; all which is po: | 
ſible and eaſy for the Spirit of God to do; and 
this being once done, abundant Pardon is aflu- 
red. If you ſay you cannot think it ; God tells 
you in the very next words, That his thoughts are 
not your thoughts, bur as far above them as the | 
Heavens are higher than the Earth. Read to the ! 
ſame purpoſe, 1/aiah 1. 18, Rev. 3. 20. John 7. 
J7- | 


IE. And to make the poſſibility of Remiſſion 
yet clearer, know for your encouragement, that 
aS vile, infamous, and prodigious Sinners as your | 
ſelves,are recorded and found amongſt the inſtar | 
ces and examples of forgiven ſinners in Scripture. 
Paul was once a- fierce and cruel Perſecutor and 
Blaſphemer, yet he obtained mercy, 1 Ti. r. 13, 
14. That ſinful Woman recorded Luke 7. 37, 38, 
was an infamous and a notorious ſigner, yet her | 
ſins, which were many, were forgiven her, wv. 47. 
Manaſſeh was a Mont: of wickedneſs, as you} 
may read, 2 Chron. 33. yet found mercy. And 
if you view that Catalogue of ſinners given in 
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rſals 1 Coy. 6. 9, 10, you will ſeem to find among 
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them the very forlorn-hope of deſperate ſinners, 
advanced neareſt to Hell of any men upon Earth ; 
yet ſee ver. 11. what is ſaid of ſome of them: And 
ſuch were ſome of you; but ye are waſhed, but ye are 
juſtified 

All theſe things plainly ſhew (T ſay not the 
Certainty that you ſhall be, but) the Poſſibility thar 
you may be pardoned ; which is a mercy and en- 


couragement unſpeakable. 
SE CG H-: Bb 
The Conwer ſion of prophune ones highly pro- 


bable. 


ND becauſe Satan labours to diſcourage them 
that are gone in fin ſo far as you are,by cut- 
ting off all hopes of mercy from them,and bring- 
ing themto this deſperate Ccncluſicn, Damned we 
know we ſhall and muſt be, and therefore as 
good be damned for mor2, as leſs. Tf we had 
lived ſober and civil lives, we might have had 
ſome hope; but becauſe we have no hope, 'tis as 
good for us to take our full ſwinge in fin, as to 
think of returning by Repentance and Converſion, 
ſo late in rhe day as this is. | 
To obviate this deadly ſnare of Satan, T ſhall 
here farther add, That there is not only a Pofebilzty 
of your recovery, but in ſome reſpect a ſtronger 
Poſſibility, that ſuch as you may be converted'and 
ſived, than there is for thoſe that have Jed a 
ſmoother and more civil life in the world, and 
wholly truſt to their own Civility for their falva- 
G. 5 tion, 
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tion, inſtead of the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. 
This plainly appears by that convittive Expreſ- 


fion of Chriſt to the Scribes and Phariſees, Mat. 21. 


31. VYerily I ſay unto you , That the Publicans and 
Harlots go into the Kingdom of Heaven before you. 
Publicans, the moſt infamous among men, and 
Harlots the worſt of women ; yet theſe are ſooner 
wrought over to Chriſt by Faith and Repentance, 
than the more civil and pfrighteons Scribes and 
Phariſees. 

" And indeed 'tis far eaſier to come at the Con- 
ſciences of ſuch ſinners by Convittion, than at the 
others. They have nothing to ward off the 
ftroke of conviftion : It muſt fall dire&ly and 
1mmediately upon their Conſciences. The moſt 
{mooth and civil part of the world truſt to their 
own righteouſneſs, and this ſelf-confidence, like 
Armour of proof, xeſiſts all attempts to bring them 
to Chriſt for righteouſneſs. Nothing fixes men 
in a Nate of evil more, than a ſtrong conceit that 
their Condition 1s good. 


But ſach as you are, whoſe whole lives have | 
been polluted with prophaneneſs and all impiety, ' 
your Conſciences will more eaſily receive convitte | 


ons of your preſent danger, and of the neceſſity 
of a ſpeedy and thorow change. You cannot think 
as others do, that you need no Repentance or 
Refoxmation. In this reſpe&, therefore, you lie 
nearer the Door of Hope and Mercy, than other 
Sinners do. 
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If therefore it ſhall pleaſe the Lord (whoſe | 


grace 3s rich and free to the vileſt of ſinners) to 
pluck out ſuch as you, as brands out of the burn- 
ing, by thoxough converſion to Chriſt, you will 
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not only become real Chriſtians (as all true Con- 
verts are) but the moſt excellent, uſeful and zea- 
lous amongſt all Chriſtians. As you will be moſt 
eminent Inſtances of his Grace, ſo will you be 
the moſt eminent Inſtruments for his Glory. As 


| you have gone beyond orher ſinners in wickedneſs, 


ſo you will ſtrive to-exceed them all in your love 
to Chriſt, Luke 7. 47. She loved much, for much was 
You'l never think you can do &- 


for you. | 
Who more fierce and vile before Converſion, 


| than Paul, who was a Blafphemer, a Perſecutor 


and injurious, 1 73”. 1.13 ? And who among alk 
the ſervants of Chriſt loved or laboured for him 
more than he ? How did he rather fly, than tra- 
vel upand down the world, in a flame of Zeal for 
Chriſt ? As you have been Ring-/caders in fin, ſo 
you will not endure to come bebind any in zeal 
and love to the Lord Jeſus : Yer not thinking 
this way to make him a requital for the injuries 
you have done him (that would be the moft inju- 
rious a& of all the reſt): But to teſtifie this way 
the deep ſenſe you have of the riches and traft- 
a Ig of his goodneſsand mercy to you above 
Otners. 


SECT. 


The Poffibility and 
SE GC 3. IV. 
Converſion frequently and fatally mi- 


aken. 


; © qe here I muſt warn you of ſome common, 


but moſt dangerous Miſtakes committed in 


the world with reſpe& to Converſion unto God. | 
Except theſe be ſeaſonably prevented or removed, | 
none of you will ever ſtir or move further than ' 


you are towards Chriſt. Amongſt others, beware 


eſpecially of theſe three following fatal Miſtakes, | 


TT hat of 


* +. Baptiſmal Regeneration. 
2, Common Profeſſhon of Chriſtianity. 
3- Formality in Religious Duties. 


1. There is.a notion ſpread among men, and 
almoſt every where obtaining, That the Scriptures 


mean nothing elſe by Converſion, but to be baptized | 


in our infancy into the viſible Church ; and that this 
Ordinance having paſt upon them long ago, they 
are ſufficiently converted already ; and that men 
make but a needleſs ſtir and busfle in the world 

about any other or further Converſion. 
Bur, Sirs, I beſeech you conſider how dange- 
xous a thing it is to take your own Shadow for 
Bridge, and venturing vpon it drown your 
Eaves. If Baptiſm be Converſion enough, why 
doth Chriſt ſay, Mark 16. 16. H# that believeth 
and 1u baptized ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth 
»ot, ſhall be damned ? Baptiſm withour Faith fignir 
fies nothing to Salvation ; but Faith without — 
m 


Je 
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' tiſm (where it cannot be had) ſecures Salvation. 


And why doth the Apoſtle ſay, Gal. 6. 15. Neither 


; Circumciſion nor Uncircumciſion availeth any thing, but 
| 4 new Creature? Or what needed Chriſt to have 


| preſſed and inculcated the indiſpenſible neceſſity - 


of Regeneration upon Nicodemss, as he doth, 70h.3. 


| 3, 5, 7. who had been many years a circumciſed 
! Few? This your dangerous dependance upon 
| your Baptiſmal Regeneration, is what hath given 
| ſuchdeep offence and prejudice to many (thdugh 


_— oO eaten. _— 


without juſt cauſe) againſt thar Ordinance. TI la- 
mentit as much as they, that men ſhould turn it 
into ſuch a deadly ſnare to their own Souls, yet 
will ſtill honour Chriſt's abuſed Ordinance. 

2. Some think the common profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity makes them Chriſtians enough. They are 
no Heathens, Mahometans, or idolatrous Papiſts, but 
Pro:eftants, within the Pale of the True Church, 
that is, profeſſed reformed Chriſtians. | 

But Friends, I beg you to conſider, that convit= 
ive Text, 1Cor. 4.20. The Kingdom of God. is- not 
in word , but in power. Many there be, that in 
words confeſs Chriſt, but in works they deny him. 
And why were the fooliſh Yirgins (that is, profeſ- 
fed reformed Chriſtians) ſhut our of the Kingdom 
of God, if the Lamps of verbal profeſſion, with- 
out the Oyl of Internal Godlinefs, were enough 
for our Salvation? Mat. 25. 3,12. Beheve it, Sits, 
many will claim acquaintance with Chriſt upon 
this account, and expeCt favour from him in the 
great day, of whom he will profeſs he never 
knew them, Mat. 7. 22. Chriſt need not have pur 
men upon ſtriving as in an Agony to enter in at 
the ſtrait Gate, 1f Baptiſm in our Infancy, or 
Verbal Profeſlion of Chriſtianity were all the dif- 
ficulties 
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ficulties men had to encounter in the way to Hea- 
Ve. 

3. Formality in external Duties of Religion, is a- 
nother fatal miſtake of Converſion. Have not 
theſe been the inward thoughts of your hearts ; 
As bad as weare, though we take liberty to ſwear, 
be drunk, and unclean ſometimes ; yet we ſay 
our Prayers, keep our Church, and hope for Hea- 
ven and Salvation, as well as thoſe rhat are more 
preonſe ? 

But tell me, Gentlemen, ſeriouſly, What do you 
ſay or plead for your ſelves more in all this, 
than thoſe convitted Hypocrites did, 1a. 58. 2. 
Tet they ſeek me daily, and delight to know my WAYS, as 
4a Nation that did Righteouſneſs, and forſook net the Or- 
dinances of their God: They ask of me the Ordinances 
of juſtice ; they take delight in approaching to God. 
Or to come nearer yet to your Caſe, and cut off 
at one ſtroke for ever this vain Plea of yours , 
read and ponder God's own Cenfſure of It, in 
Jer: 7. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Behold, ye truſt in lying 
words, that cannot profit « Will ye ſteal, muraer, COM 
mit Adultery, and ſwear falſly, &c, and come and 

ftand before me in this Houſe, which is call:d by my 
Name, and ſay we are delivered to do all theſe 4bomi- 
nations? Is this Houſe which is called by my Name, be- 
come a Den of Robbers in your eyes ? Behold, even I have 
ſeen it, ſaith the Lord; but go ye now to my place, which 
was in Shilo, where I fet my Name at the firf, and ſee 
what I did to it, for the wickedneſs of my people 1ſracl 
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S-E:' CE. VV; 
Of the Nature of tru? Converſion. 


OU have heard that Converſion does not 
conſift in theſe External things ; at your E- 
ternal peril be it if you truſt in them. Bur true 
Converſion is the turning of the whole man to 


| God, 4#s 26.18. "Tis nothing leſs than the total 
| Change of the inward temper and frame of the 


| 


Heart, and the external courſe of the Life, 1/a.55. 
8. Tis not the cold Confeſſion, but the real for- 
Taking of fin, in which we ſhall find mercy, Prov. 


| 28. 13. Thy heart and will, love and delight 


muſt urn fin our, and take Chriſt in, or thor 
art no Goſpel-Convert. A true Convert loaths 


| every ſin, and himſelf for ſin, Exzek. 36. 31. But 


4 a 4 


general Confeſſions of ſin, are conſiſtent with the 
full dominion of fin. Moreover, in all true Con- 
verfion there is a poſitive turning unto God, 4 


| whole heart-choice of him for your ſupreme and 


| ultimate happineſs and portion, Pfal. 7 3. 25- And 
| of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as your Prince and Sa- 
| viour, A#s 5.31. And anſwerably it will devote 


your whole Life to his Service and Glory, Phil. 
I. 21, And thus it brings forth the new man, 
And the whole Frame of your Heart and Life 
is marvellouſly changed and altered, 2 Cor.5.. 17. 
Old things are paſſed away, behold all things are be- 
(0772 new, 

Jt may be you will think ſuch a change as this 
impoſſible to be made upon you. And ſoit is in- 
deed, until the day of God's power come, Pſalm 
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110. 3: What! to forſake with loathing your old 
Companions and Courſes, which you have ſo long 
lived with, and delighted in, and to embrace with 
higheſt pleaſure ftri&t Godlineſs, which you have 
ſo loathed and ridiculed ! This would be a ſtrange 
alteration indeed. Bur as ſtrange as ir ſeems to 
be, *twill be effeQed in a moment, when God 
fulfils that gracious Promiſe (as I hope he is now 
doing) to you, Ezek. 36. 26. A new heart alſo will 
1 give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you ; 
Operations follow Natures. When the heart of a 

Beaſt was given to that great King Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Dan. 5. 21, his dwelling was with the wild 
Aſs, they fed him with Graſs like Oxen. Bur 

let the Spirit of a man return to him again, and 
he'll bluſh to think of his brutiſh Company, and 

way of Life: And fo will you of yours alſo. As 

marvellous a change as this has paſt upon as emi- 
nent and notorious ſinners as your ſelves, Gal. 1. 

22. the God of the Spizrs of all fleſh can with 

eaſe and ſpeed duce this by that Almighty 

Power whereby he 1s able to ſubdue all things 

to himſelf. 


SE G-T. VI. 
Of the Hizards attending Converſion. | 


FF the Lord ſhall in his rich grace and mercy to 
- your Souls ftir up in them the thoughts and 
reſolutions of a change of your courſe, great care 
ought to be taken in the time of this change, leſt 
they miſcarry in their remove from one State to 
another. Multitudes miſcarry betwixrt a State of 
Prophane- 
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Prophaneneſs, and true Godlineſs. To continue 


; In the State of Prophaneneſs, is to be certainly loſt; 


and ſo it is to take up ſhort of Chriſt in meer Ci- 
vility and Formality in Religion. This middle 
ſtate rakes up multitudes by. the way, who Uo 
but change the open Road for a more private way 
to Hel. 

Meer Civilized Nature is Unregenerated Nature 
ſtill. They return, but not to the moſt higb ; they are 
like a deceitful Bow, (ſaith the Prophet, Hoſ. 7. 16. 
They ſeem to aim at Chriſt and Salvation ; but 
as an Arrow from a weak Bow, it goes not home; 
or as from a deceirful Bow, it flents aſide, and 
miiles the Mark. *T's true, they are not openly 
prophane, as they were before ; but they take up, 
and ſettle in an Unregenerate State ſtill. Their 
Condition 15 the ſame, tho their Company be not. 

This is excellently ſet forth by our Saviour, 


Matt. 12. 43, 44, 45- The Devil may be caſt our. 


as a prophane Devil, and yet keep his propriety ſtill 
asa formal Devil. The ſenſe of that Text is well 
exprelled by one 11 this Note upon it, That a re- 
ſtraint by Formality keeps the Dzvil's Propriety, 
and diſpoſes the Soul to final Apoſtacy. You are 
as far from Chriſt and Salvation under the power 
of Formality, as you were before. He that's cu- 
red of a Fever, hath no great cauſe to rejoyce, if 
his Fever have left him under a Conſuraption, which 
will kill him as ſurely, though it may be lefs vio- 
lently or ſpeedily, 
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SL CH -- YI 
Of the abſolute Neceſſity of a thorow Change. 
AV Hatever the Difficulties and Hazards be 
that attend this Change by Converſion 
unto God, the Change it ſelf is .abſolutely and 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to every man's Salvation. 
The Door of Salvation can never be opened with- 
out the Key of Regeneration. Chriſt aſſures Ci- 
vil and Formal Nicodemus, that except he be born 
again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, Job.3. 
3- Think not Converfion to be the attainment of 
ſome ſingular and extraordinary Chriſtians ; for 
'tis the very point upon which every man's eter- 
na] Happinefs or Miſery depends. There is one 
Law for all the world, They muſt be changed or 
damned. No Reſtitutions or Reformations, no 
common Gitts or Abilities, no Religious Duties 
or Services, can ſave any man from Hell without 
a Change by thorough Converſion, Rom.8.8. They 
that are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God. 

Sarisfie and pleaſe not your ſelves with this; 
Though we live in fin,yet God is a merciful God; 
we will confeſs our ſins to him, ſay our Prayers, 
keep our Church, and no doubt, bur God will 
be merciful to us, as well as others. Conſider it, 
man, that this »werciful God is alſo a God of Truth, 
and this God of Truth hath plainly aſſured thee, 
Thar all theſe external things ſignifie nothing to 
thy Salvation, unleſs thou become a new Crea- 
ture, Gal. 6. 15. And that thou muſt be born a- 
gain, John 3. 3. Say not without this, you wall 
hope 
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hope in Ged, If you hope in God, you muſt 
hope in his Word, Pſahn 119. 81. Now where 
will you find that Word in the Bible, that war- 
rants the hope of Salvation in an unregenerate 
perſon ? All Scriptural hope is of a purifying na- 


ture, and evermore produttive of an holy life, 
_ 1I7Fohnq.. 


If you ſay, Chriſt died for the greateſt of ſin- 
ners, and you truſt to be ſaved through him : 'tis 
true he did ſo ; but Converſion is his only method 
of Salvation, 7.2. 14. And thoſe that are not 
waſhed by SanRification, have no part in him, or 
in his Blood, John x3. 8. He came not to ſavemen 
continuing in their ſins, but to ſave his people 
from their ſins, Matt. 1. 21. His way is to lead 
you-through SanCtification unto Salvation, 2 Thef.. 
2.13. If you have a mind to ſee whom and how 
he ſaves, you have ir before your eyes, Tit. 2. 14. 
Who gave himſelf for us, that be might redeem w from 
all iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, Thoſe only are ſaved by 
him, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
livenot only ſobe#/y and righteouſty, bur godly in this 
preſent world. 

And this is the Change I am here preſſing you 
to: and unti] this change be made, you cannot 
find your ſelves within the compaſs of any Co- 
venant-Promiſe, Eph.2. 12. Butif you w1ll turn to 


' Heb. 12. 14. You may the very next minute find 
| your ſelves barr'd out of Heaven by a Scripture- 


threatning. Let no man therefore impoſe ſo 
great a cheat upon his own Soul, as once to 1Ma» 


. gine, that any thing ſhort of ſound Converſion, 
_ canever puthim out of the danger of Damnation. 
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Every man might do more than he doth torwards 
his own Converſion. | 


T is not in any man's power to convert himſelf: 
but yet becauſe every man might do more to- 
wards it than fe doth do, and doth it not, he is 
juſtly chargeable with his own Damnotion. We 
are bid and bound to ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, Luke 13. 24. Tis true, a man in 
his natural ſtate can do nothing that is ſpiritually 
or ſupernaturally good ; yet he can do, and for- 
bear to do many things, the doing or forbearing 


of whick have a true, though remoter tendency | 


to his Converſion; and not doing or forbearing 


- _ , his DeſtruQion is of, and from him- 
elf. 


You can, if you will, forbear to ſwear and blaf- | 


pheme the Name of Cod: who can or does com- 
pel or force your tongues to it ? The Devil can 


tempt, but not compel them. You can, if you | 


will, ſtop when nature is duely refreſhed : Your 


wicked Companions can provoke, but not force | 
you. You cen, if you pleaſe, ſhun Laſcivious Books 


in God' 
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and Company, and keep your Bodies chaſt, at 


leaſt from the External As of Uncleanneſs. 

And why cannot you (if you pleaſe) perform, 
as well as negle&, the external As of Religious 
Duties? The ſame feet that carry you to a Tavern, 
can carry you to your Cloſets, if you pleaſe to 


_ OI 


have them do ſo. Nor do Iknow any reaſon why 


you cannot compoſe your ſelves, when engaged 
in 


on 
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in God's publick or private Worſhip, to a cloſe 
. and ſerious attendance to thoſe Duties. The ap- 
plication of the mind to what is ſpoken, is of 
great concernment to you : And if an unſanQtifi- 
ed Miniſter can apply his thoughts to compoſe a 
Sermon and preach it, I ſee no reaſon why an un- 
.  ſanQtified Hearer may not alſo compoſe and apply 
* | his mind to hear it. Andes am paſtall doubt, that 
* | ſomething may be done beyond all this. You 
have ſome power certainly to refle& upon, and 
" | conſider what concernment you have in the things 


you read or hear, and how they agree or diſagree 


| with your experience. 

Now if men would but do this (which certain- 
ly they have a power to do) though they cannot 
| | convert themſelves, yet hereby they would le in 
| | the hopeful way of Converting Grace ; which is 
more than they could ever yet be perſwaded to 
; do. And though there be no poſitive certainty 
| or aſſurance that Converſion and Salvation ſhall 
| follow theſe As ; yet hope and probability are 
| engagements enough, Hope ſets all the World 
| on work without Aſſurance. The Plough-man 


ploughs in hope, and the Merchant ventures 1n 


hope. Do but as much for your Souls, as theſe 
do for their Bodies. 
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IX, 


SE 0 Be 


Temptations and Diſcouragements in the way of 


Converſion. 


BY here I expe to be encountered by all 
the policy and power of Hell. Satan and 
your own Luſts are in confederacy to turn away 


your minds from ſuch Counſels and Perſwaſions ' 


as theſe. They will tell you, this is no proper 
ſeaſon to mint your Converſion : 'tis either too 
ſoon, or too late. You have not yet had pleaſure 
enough in ſin, or ſo much as hath pur you beyond 
all hope of mercy : That Religion is a melan- 
cholly thing, and if once you look that way, you'l 
never have a merry day or hour more, With a 
thouſand ſuch damps and difcouragements. 

Bur pray, Gentlemen, do ſo much at leaſt for 
your Souls before you turn away your ear from 
the inſtruCtions of life, as to hear theſe matters 
examined. If they be not worth that, they are 
worth nothing. h 

I will ſuppoſe you in the flower and vigour of 
your Youth, and thisdangerous ſeaſon now nick'd 
with a more dangerous Temptation, that it is too 
ſoon to mind ſuch ſerious ' Matters now : You 
have not yet had your full pleaſure our of ſin. 

Need I to ſpend a word to refute and baffle ſuch 
a Temptation as this ? I doubt not but you your 
ſelves can eaſily do ir. Ask yprr Tetves, Sirs, if 
ſentence of Death were puff upon you by Men 
(as it 15 by God, John 3.X8. He that belicveth not 
is condenmed already) would you think a P_ 

cou] 
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; could come too ſoon? Be aſſured every bit of 


Bread you eat, 1s the Bread of the Condemned. 
You are in hazard of Hell every day and hour : 
There wants nothing but a Sword, a Buller, a 
Shipwrack, or Diſeaſe (of which Multitudes wait 
on you every day) to put you beyond mercy,and 
all hopes of mercy. And can you get too ſoon 
(think you) our of this danger and miſery ? Oh, 
why do you linger any longer ? The danger is 
_ great and imminent to admit one hours longer 
elay. 

And it is as ſtrange and ſtrong a deluſion on the 
other ſide, to fancy ut is now too late. The vani- 
ty and groundleſneſs of this hath been evinced in 
the Second SeFion, to which I refer you for full ſa- 
tisfaCtion. | 

And for the loſs of your oy Converſion 
to God, that's the thinneſt and ſillieſt Pretence of 
all the reſt. That's the ſame thing as to imagine 
it is to a Thirſty Man's los, to leave the puddle- 
waters of a broken Ciſtern, to enjoy the Criſtal 
Streams of a flowing Fountain : For the Pleaſures 
of an Ale-houſe, Play-houſe or Whore-houſe, to 
be ſweeter than the light of God's Countenance, 


; the Comforts of his Pardon, or the lively Hopes 


of Glory with him in Heaven, of which you read, 
1 Pet. 1. 8. 

Poor men! O that you did but once know what 
the Life of Holineſs, and Dedication to God 


/is ; what the Seals, Earneſt, and firſt Fruits of his 
Spirit are! how wullingly and joyfully would you 


trample all the ſordid Pleaſures of Sin under your 
feer, to enjoy them ! 
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Motives and Conſiderations perſwading to Con» , Co 


verſion. 


HIS ſhort Diſcourſe ſhall wind up it ſelf in | 

Motives and Conſiderations to prevail with | An 
You, not onely to make the firſt Step out of Pro- | 11. 
phaneneſs to Civility ; but the other neceſſary | 
and happy Step too, for the Lord's ſake, Gentle- | ;,,, 
men ; 1 5A bleſſed Step beyond meer Civility, to + Years, 
{ſerious Godlineſs. Conſci 
Oh, that I knew what Words-to chuſe, and ger ou 
what Arguments to urge, that might poſſibly | go alo! 
prevail with you ! My Witneſs is in Heaven, IT | ro deb 
would do any thing within my power to procure | (py & 
your temporal and eternal Happineſs. I beg you | Soul, 
in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, as if I were upon | ., 1 Tu 
my bended knees before your feet, turn not away | yy". 
your eye or ear from theſe Diſcourſes. Ponder ones 
and conſider once and again what hath been ratio- | A ye 
nally debated in the Firſt Part, about your Refor- | you h; 
mation, and what hath and ſhall be offered in this | \ 
Second Part. \ ſerious 
| much 1 
« Oh, my God! thou that haſt counted me faithful, were v 
* and put me into the Miniſtry ; thou that haſt inclined | fitteſt x 
* my heart to make this attempt, amd encouraged me | qv. 

* with hope that it ſhall not be in vain ts all them that 
* read it, if it muſt be ſo to ſome; I beſeech thee, lay © 
« the hand of thy Spirit upon the heart and hand of 
* thy Servant, ſtrengthen and guide him in drawing | 
* the Bow of the Goſpel, and direfing the — | 
* that | 
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- that they may ſtrike the Mark he aims at, even the 
* Convition and Converſion of leu d and diſſolute ſin- 


(4 
* ſelf in Chriſt. 


I. Conſideration. 


And firſt, O that you would conſider how the 


whole of your Life paſt hath been caſt away in 
vain, as to the great end and buſineſs you came 
into .the world for. You have breathed many 
Years, but not lived one Day to Gad. Your 


Conſciences could never yet prevail with you to 
get out of the noiſe and hurry of the World, and: 
go along with it into ſome private retiring-place 


ro debate the ſtate of your Souls, and think cloſe 
(but for one hour) to ſuch awful Subje&s as God, 
Soul, Chriſt and Eternity, Heaven, Hell, Death 
and Judgment. Do you think, Gentlemen, that 
you came into this world to do nothing elſe but 


to eat and drink, ſport and play, fleep and die ? 


Ask your ſelves, I beſeech you, whether the life 
you have hitherto lived , have looked to your 
own eyes like an earneſt flight from Hell, and a 
ſxjous purſuit of Heaven and Salvation ? How 
much nearer are you got to Chrift now, than you 
were when in your Cradles? The ſweeteſt and 
fitteſt part of your life is paſt away in Vanity, and 
there's no calling one day or hour of it back 
agAL, 
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5 ners. Command theſe Conſiderations to ſtay and ſettle 
in their hearts, till they bring them fully over to thy 
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II. Conſideration. 


Conſider, Centlemen, for Chriſt Jeſus ſake, 
you have yet an opportunity to be eternally hap- 
Py, if you will ſlight and negle& opportunittes of 
Salvation no longer. The Door of mercy is nor 
yet finally ſhur up. The Lord Jeſus yet waits to 
be gracious to you. Such 1s his aſtoniſhing grace 
'and mercy, he will pardon and paſs by all that 
you have done againſt him; if now after all you 
will but come unto him that you may have life. 


Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die? Your ' 
Swearing and Blaſpheming . your Drunkenneſs, 


Unclearn:ſs aud Enmity at Godlineſs, ſhall never 
- be mentioned, if you will yet repent and return, 


Ezek.18.21,22. If the wicked will turn from all his ſins | 
that he hath con:mitted,and keep all my Statutes,and do 


that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely 
live, he ſha!l not de. 
he hath committed , they ſhall not be mentioned un- 
zo him. 

If you fay, theſe are hard and impoſſible terms 
to Nature. "Tis true they are ſo; and God's end 
In urging them here upon you, 1s to convince you 
of your natura] impotence, and drive you to 
Chriſt, that by union with him, the righteouſnefs 
of the Law might be fulfilled in you. 


ITI. Conſideration. 


Let it be throughly conſidered, *Tis no leſs 
than Salvation, and your own Salvation too, 
which depends upon your Converſion. How di- 
bgent was Chriſt in: purchaſing Salvation ! How 
negl!- 


All his tr anſerefſions that * 
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negligent and remiſs are we in applying it! Oh, 
what compoſitions of ſloth and {tupidity are un- 

converted Sinners ! How do they fit with folded, 
arms,as if it were eaſy to periſh ? Is this your run- 
ning and ſtriving to obtain the Palms and Crowns 
of ImmortalGlory* Work ont (ſaith the ApoſtlePhzl. 
2.12,13.) your own ſalvation with fear and trembling. 

"Tis for Salvation, and nothing leſs, you are here 
preſſed to ſtrive And what care,pains, cr ſoihcitude 
of ours can be equal and prop ortioaat: tofo great 
a thing as ſalvation? If every thought of the heart 
were reſcucd from all other concerns, and the 
mind ſtand continually fixed with utmoſt intent1- 
on upon this Subje&,furely ſuch a Subjett deſerves 

it all, and much more. 

But when you conſider it-15 not an ther's, buts 
your own Salvation you are ſtriving for, how 
powerfully ſhould the Principle of Sclt-prefervati- 
on awaken and invigorate your utmoſt endea-, 
vours after it! The Law of Charity and Bowels of 
Mercy would compel us to do much to fave the. 
Body, and\ much more the Soul of another ; and. 
will they move us to. do. nothing for our own 
Salvation ? 

Say nor, if I ſhould be careleſs and negleQive, 
yet God 1s good and gracious ; 1f this Seafon. 
be negleCted, there be. more to come. Alas ! 
that's more than you know. *T's poſſible your. 
Eternal Happineſs may depend upon the im- 
provement of this preſent opportunity, There's:. 
much of time 1n a ſhort opportunity, | 


IV. C onfaerntion. 
Do you think your hearts would be in ſuch a. 
dead, carelels and unconcerned fraine, al oat this: 
H* 2 Treat: 
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* Sreat and awful matter of your Converſion and 

alyation , if thoſe things were now before your 
eyes, which certainly and ſhortly muſt be before 
them ? 

How rational and neceſſary is it for you now 
to ſuppoſe thoſe very things, as preſent before 
you, which you know to be near you, and a few 
Days or Hours will make preſent ? Here let me 
make a few Suppoſitions, ſo rational, becauſe 
certainly future and near , that no wiſe man 
will or dare to ſlight them as Fiftions or Chi- 
mara's. 

T. Suppoſition. 


Suppoſe your ſelves now upon your Death- 
beds, your heart and breath failing, your eye 
and heart-ſtrings breaking, all Earthly Com- 
forts failing and ſhrinking from you ; Theſe 
things, you know, are unavoidable , and muſt 
ſhortly befall you, Eccleſ. 8. 8. Suppoſe alſo in 
theſe your laſt Extremities, your Conſciences 
ſhould awake ( as probably they will, there be- 


Ing now no more Charms of Pleaſure, and fin- ' 


ful Companions to divert or ſtupifie them) what 
2 caſe will you then find your ſelves in ! Whar 
2 cold ſweat will then lie upon your panting bo- 
foms ! What a pale horror will appear in your 
countenances,? Will you not then wiſh, Oh thar 
the time I have ſpent in vanity, had been ſpent 
m the Duties of ſerious Piety ! Oh that I had 
been as careful of my Sov] as I was of my 
Body ! What are the pains of Mortification , 
which I was ſo afraid of. to the pains of Dam- 
nation, which I begin to ſcent and apprehend ! 


I thought it hard to pray, mourn, and deny my 
ſelf 
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ſelf, but IT ſhall find it harder ro grapple 
with the Wrath of an incenſed God to all 
Eternity. 


TI. Suppoſition. 


Suppoſe your ſelves now to be at the Judg- 
ment-Seat of God, where you know you muſt 


| be immediately after Death; or that you did be- 


; hold the Proceſs and awful ſolemnity of the 


general Judgment of the great Day, both which 


' appearances are indiſputably ſure and certain, 


Heb. 9. 27, 2 Cor. 5. io. Suppoſe you ſaw all 
Adam's Poſterity there aſſembled and convened, 
even Multitudes, Multirudes, which no -man 
can number; all theſe ſeparated into two 
grand Diviſions ; Chriſt the Supream and final 
Judge upon the Judgment-Seat , the Chriſt. 
leſs and Unregenerate World quivering at the 


| Bar, the laſt Sentence pronouncing on them, 


the Executioners ſtanding ready to take them a- 
way : will you not then (think you) be rea- 
dy to tear your ſelves with indignation for 


' this your ſupine and ſottiſh careleſneſs ? A 


Voice from the Throne, like the Voice of a 
Trumpet, ſounds a loud Alarm to all Care- 


' leſs, Negligent and Trifling Sinners ; and this 


is the Voice, if you will not be in the fame 


' caſe with the miſerable condemned World. Pur 
; to it heartily then in the uſe of all means with 
| God and Men, for converting and regenerating 


? 


Grace now, which 1s the only thing that differen- 


ces vour ſtate from thoſe miſerable Wretches 


. Then. 
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HENS IM. Suppoſition. | 
- Suppoſe God did bur give you a fore-ſight or 
fore-taſte in the Terrors of your Conſciences of 
that Damnation you have: jeſted at, and ſo often 
imprecated upon your ſelves; did you but lie 
one Night in that Plight poor Spira and ma- 
ny others beſtde him have done,. with the ter- 
rors of the Lord upon your ſpirits, under hor- 
ror and remorſe of Conſcience, which are the 
firſt niblings and bitings of that Worm that ſhall 
never die, 
wn—_—7 pl. ms ſt, 
Criminibus, tacita ſudant ,pracordia culps, 


* Paleneſs and horror, fear and trembling upon 
the- outward and inward man, whilſt God 1s 
making the. immediate impreſſions of his wrath 
upon the Conſcience; feeming to want ſome one. 
to Jet out that miſerable wretched Soul, thar is 
weary to ſtay any longer in the Body, and yet a- 
fraid to be diſlodged, leſt its Condition be made 
worſe by the exchange; do you think you would 
eyer imprecate Damnation any more ? and yet all 
theſe terrors and horrors upon+the Conſcience are 
but as the ſweating of Marble-Stones before the 
great Rain fall. 


But whar if God ſhould give you a Viſion of 


Hell it ſelf, and of the inconceivable and un- 
expreſſible miſery of thoſe deſperate and forlorn 


Wretches, that lie there ſweltring and groaniag. 


__ under the heavy preſſures of the wrath of a grear- 
and terrjble God, immediately and everlaſtingly 
tranſacted upon their Souls ? would you ever jeſt. 
with Damnation any more, as with an harmleſs 


thing ?. 
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moſt to flee from this wrath to come ? Do you 
not ſeem to hear in this rational and juſt Suppo- 
fition, a doleful Cry coming from Hell, and the 


ſtate of the Damned, with this very Sound and - 


Senfe; Good Souls, if ever you expett to be.de- 


hvered from this ſtate and place of Torments;: * 


ſtrive to the utmoſt, ftrive while you have op- 
portunity , ſtrive whilſt breath and ſtrength 
do laſt, to flee from, and eſcape by ſound 


Converſion this doleful ſtate of Eternal Damna- | 


tion. 


IV. Suppoſition. 


Laſtly, and in a word ; Suppoſe you had a 
Viſion of Heaven, as Stephen and Pau! had in the 
Body ; ſuppoſe you ſaw the Glory of God, and 
Feſus ſtanding at his right hand, ſurrounded with 
the triumphant Myr:iads of Palm-bearing Saints, 
ſinging Ho/amna's and Allelujah's to God and the 
Lamb for ever, and bleſſing, praiſing and admi- 
ring him, that gave them another ſpirit vaſtly dif- 


ferent from that which governs ſuch as you; ' 


bleſſing the Lord that enabled them to be praying 
and praiſing , whilſt others were curſing and 
ſwearing ; to be ſighing and groaming for fin in 
fecret, whilſt others were ſhouting and ſinging 
in Taverns and Ale-houſes; to beat down their 
Bodies, and keep them nnder, wiulſt others were 
pleating and gratifying their Luſts ; would you 
{till drive that courſe youdo ? Well, Sirs, if ever 


| you expett to come where theſe bleſſed ones are; 


you muſt take the courſe they did. Let this be 
your endeavour,-and it ſhall be my fervent and. 
hearty Prayer, RET T2 

ETINIS 


2. IIS Y 
thing ? Nay, would you not ſtrive to the utter- : 
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| Works of the Late Learned Divine, Sre- 
phen Charnock, B. D; In 2 Vol. Fol. 
© TIAANHAOTIA : A Saccia# and Seaſonable 
Diſcourſe, of the Occaſions, Cauſes, Nature, 
Riſe, Growth and Remedies of Mental-Errors : 
Written ſome Months ſince ; and now made pub- 
' lick, both for the healing and prevention of the 
Sins and Calamities which have broken in this 
way upon the Churches of Chriſt, to the great 
ſcandal of Religion, hardning of the Wicked, 
i and obſtru&tion of Reformation. Whereunto are: 
++ Ffubjoyned by way of Appendix : 

I. Vindiciarum Venaix : Being a Succinf, bur 
full Anſwer to Mr. Phil;p Cary's Weak Imperti- 
nent Exceptions to: my Yindicie Legis © Federis. 
_ H. A Synopſis of Ancient and Modern Antino- 
mian Errors, with Scriptural- Arguments anc 
Reaſons againſt them. | 

II. Sermon compoſed for the preventing and 
| healing of Rents and Divitions of the Church : 
by 7ebr, Flavel, Preacher of the Goſpel at Dart 
mouth in Devon : With an Epiſtle of ſeveral D* 
vines, relating to Dr. Griſp's Works. 

A Diſcourlie of Regeneration, Faith and Repen- 
tance, Preached at. the Merchant's Le&ure 3h 
Broadſtreet, by Thomas Cole, Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel, London. | 

Englith Exerciſes, for School- Boys to tranſlate in- ' 
to Latin. Compriſing all the Rules of Grammar : 
And other neceſſary Obſervations; Aſcending 

#.- . gradually from the Meaneſt to higher Capacities, 
= By F. Garretſon, Schoolmaſter : The third Edition; 
with large Additions; By an eminent Schoo!- 
1 Maſter un London. 
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